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TO THE. READER. 



As fuperfluous as prefaces feem» yet there is one 
thing which makes it in a manner neceflary to pre* * 
fix a few lines to this volume, in regard there is an 
occafion given by the objeflions fome gentlemen 
have been lately pleafed to make againft the fty^e of 
the Engliih tranflation. Thefe perfons having, by a 
very coftly inquifitivenefsj found and procured the 
Italian copy of the Letters, and compared them with 
the Engliih, pick many faults in the latter, which' 
they would fain improve to theleflening the reputa* 
tion of the Turkifli Spy, or at leaft to the heighten- 
ing of their own characters as. wits and critics, ma- 
tters of languages, and the grand patentees of hu- 
man fenfe. 

In the firft place, they fay the Italian tranilation 
keeps cloie to the original Arabic, whereas the £ng- 
lifh abounds too much with Anglicifms, which are 
not fufficient to exprefs the author's priniitive ienfe. 

How impQiGble a thing it is to pleafe all people 
in undertakings of this nature J Formerly they were 
oiBfended that fo many Turkilh and Arabic words 
were le^t untranflated ; and that being anfwerèd in 
the preface to the fourth volume, they have now 

F^.Fi. "i 46625 » 



formed new arguments out of that very anfwer to 
alTauh tis on the co n lrai'y ^fiée, ama Hi -us^ wfìék be- 
ing too Vernacular. It is true, the letters they have 
fent to the bookfcUer on this account are not fub- 
fcribed at length, yet by accident t>ne of the gentle- 
men's handwriting is known ; and though we ac- 
knowledge him to be an ingenious perfon, and a' 
man of learning, yet I believe he would be unwill- 
ing his letter fliould here be expofed in print, or the 
original fliowed to fome that know him, and peAaps 
liiay claim an equal rank among the critics. 

But to come to the purpofe : T have often heard 
tranflations blamed for keeping too clofe to the ori- 
ginsft phrafe, but never any before this for a negli- 
gence that is abfolutely neceffary to retain the fenfe 
of a foreign author. AB the world knows there Is 
a vaft difference between Arabic and the languages 
of Europe; and if the Italian tranflator was more 
cxaft in forming his words up to a near imitation of 
the Eàffern proprieties of fpecch, no doubt 'but im- 
partial men will rather cenfure it as a fault, <han cry 
it up for an excellency, fince nothang founds well in 
any language, which is not delivered in the natural 
idiom. Every thing ought to be written in as familiar 
a ftyle as we difcourfe, efpecially letters, which are 
Ijut a proxy method of converfing at a diftance ; and 
Tie that tranflates out of one language into another 
ought to aim chiefly at this, that he be fore to retain 
" the original fenfe, and render it fmooth and eafy to 
the reader. The flowers of Arabia and Italy, when 
once tranfplanted to our barren Englifli foil, loie 
their virtue and beauty till they* are naturalifcd; 



' evi 

what then muft we expeft from their weeds ? Doubt* 
left there are fome peculiarities in all languages ; and 
\o tranflate verbatim from fo remote a tongue, would 
found as harfh a$ French does in an Engliibman's 
\ mouth, when he pronounces it as it is written. 

What I have more to fay» is, thaft as this volume 
contains a hiftor; of things tranfa^ed within the 
memory of moft men now living, fo the two fuc- 
cecding tomes fall down lower and nearer to the 
. prefent times ; giving an account of events whereof 
many have been eye-witnefles, and wherein not a 
few have had a perfonal fliare, either by way of ac- 
tion, or fufiering profit or damage ; which muft needs 
afford delight to thinking men, fince there is nothing 
more agreeable to mortals than to refle£t on the for- 
^,^ .. mer paflages of their lives, according to that- of the 
poet: 

Hxc oMm tneminifTe juTabit. 

Befides, for the farther encouragement of the can- 
did reader, he. may aflure himfelf, that towards the 
conclufion of the laft volume, he will meet with fe- 
v^ral fecrets between the French and Turkifh courts, 
which will diicover the true fource of the prefent 
wjxt between the Emperor of Germany and the Grand 
Signior, and give a glimpfe of the private machina- 
tions and fprii^s which have put all Europe into the 
hurly-burly it is now in. 

I have but this more to fay, that we hope to be 
more fpeedy in publifhiog the remainder of thefe 
Letters than we have hitherto been in the former 
volumes. 

Reader, adieu*. 
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A SPY AT PARIS- 



BOOK I. 



LETTER I Mahmut the Jrahian at Parts^ to 

Dgnet Qglou, his Friendi at Confiantinople. 

n makes me fmHc fometìmes, when I reflet, how often^. 
*I was put to it for an addtefs fuitable to the manners of 
the Nazarena!, and the particular mode of Paris, when 
I firH arrived at this city ; for, thou knoweft, we had 
other employments than to learn fafhions and congees at 
Palermo. The mind of a flave is dejeded, imder the 
circumftances of his captivity ; fo that he has not leifure 
to regard any thing, but how to accompliih his daily 
taflc, and to pleafe his patron. All his iludy and care 
is bent upon this^ and there is no room left for generous 
thoughts ; neither has he means or courage to venture 
on projeéb, or improve the prefent occurences, in order 
to his future happinefs ; nay, he hardly dares think of 
ever being happy again. This was my cafei apd I bc« 
lieve it was not much better with thee. 



^ XJETTERS WRITTEN IT Vol. VI. 

Yet, notwìthftandìng all the rigorous ufagc I had, the 
baftinadoes, kicks, bruifes, cuts, and wounds I received 
from the hands of that barbarous Giafer, my mafter, 
which made me fometimes incapable of doing him any 
fefviòe by day, or of taking any reft myfelf by night, I 
\sras refolved to find fome fpare time for books ; I rofe 
early, and went late to fleep, negle^ing no moment 
wherein I could apply myfelf to ftudy. The acquaint- 
ance I had with that Sicilian carpenter, our friend, was 
, of fingular advantage to me in this kind ; for, thou may- 
ell; remember he was well flocked with many ancient and 
learned treatifes. Hefumtfhed me with Plutarch, Polybius, 
Stiabo, Pliny, and other hiftories j all which, and many 
more, I devoured with greedinefs, for I had a ftrong appe- 
tite to knowledge. And- after my redemption, I paffed a- 
way fome time in the academies, where I learned the knotty 
tricks of logic, how to fpltt moods and figures,- and chain 
one impertinent fyllogifm to the tail of another to eterni- 
ty : I alfo ran through a courfe of philofophy, and 
other fciences : Neither was I altogether ignorant of 
men ; for the reading of hiftories fits a man the better ' 
to make praAical experiments in the sHFairs of the world ; 
to which alfo philofophy is not a little helpful, in dì' 
reeling our obfervation& oif tlie various tempers of people, 
mens pcrfonal dlfpofitions and fingultfrities^ with the 
humours andcuiloms pecutiarto this or that nation ; for 
thefe things depend many rimes on tht difference of the 
climate, the nature of the foil, the qualities of the air, 
and the manner of their diet» 

But neither hiftory, logic, or philofophy, were able to 
efface the impreffions of my early years, or unteach me' 
the manner» in which I had been educated from my in- 
faaaey. I bix>ught Arabia and Conftantinopk along with 
mc even to Paris. And becaiA I 'had not been uftd to 
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diffemble the profcffion and carnage of a muflulmaa 
during my thraldom in Sicily, I was at a lofs in toy dc^ 
portmcnt when I came firft hithen 

How often have I been like to difcover myfolf by pro- . 
flouncing the facred bifmillah, cither when I fat down 
to cat, or put a glafs of water to my lips, or when Pbc^. 
gan any other adion of importance ! fo likewife in ut- 
tering the handillah, after a repaft, or when any thing ': 
happened which prompted me to praife God. 

' When I met any of my acquaintance in the ftreets, I . 
was apt to forget that I had a hat on ; and, inftead of 
ptitting off that, according to the fa(hion of the Franks, 
I laid my hand on my breafl, and fometimes bowed fo 
low, that my hat fell ofiF from my head, before I was fcn- 
fible of my error. 

If I had occafion to addrefs myfelf to a perfon of ' 
quality, I was ready to take up the bottom of his cloak, • 
gOwn, or robe, and to kifs it in token of reverence, as * 
ttò'Guftom is in the' Eaft, when we falute the grandees ; 
này, fdmetlmcs I could not forbear falling on my knee, or 
pi*oftrate on the ground before Cardinal Richlieu, andi 
thofe of his high dignity ; all which, neverthelefs, pafFed 
only for clownlflinefs, and want of courtly education, 
which teaches the nice puné^ilios of addrefs. • They took 
me for a kind of Moldavian ruftic, without any farther 
jeàloufy ; or, perhaps, they fmiled at all this, as fomc 
lingular caprice or humour, like that of the philofophcr 
Paficles, who coming to falute a great captain, and the 
ceren\ony of thofe times requiring him to touch the cap» 
tain's knee, he laid his hands on his genitals ; at which ^ 
the .captain behig affronted, and thrufting his hand away 
with fcornful words, "What! (fays the philofophcr) ' 
does not that part belong to" you, as well as your 
knees?'* " It often diverts my melancholy, to confidcr 
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how many errors of this kind I have committed, not 
through ignorance, or any cynical humour, but only in 
pure o'verfight and forgetfuhiefs. 

It was a long time e'er I could fiame my fingers to 
^ handle a knife and fork at meals, as is the univerfal cuf- , 
tom in thefe wcftem parts ; whereas thou knoweft, we 
make ufe of no other Inflruments in eating but our 
fingers and teeth ; whence it was, that I could not fome- 
times forbear thrufting my hand into a whole difll of 
meat, which is counted a great indecency in France. 
And after I was reconciled to thofe nicer mrtruments df 
vòluptuo^jfneis, fo as to carve my meat k-la-mode ; ycf, 
when once I had it on my own plate, I laid àfide^ thofe 
tools as ufelefs, and tore it afundej? with my fingers and 
teeth, feeding à la Turcefque, as the French call it, that 
18, like a muffulman. ^ 

Neverthclefs, nobody fufpe<fted me ; but all thef€ mif- 
carriages pafTed for Moldavian barbarifms, the favagc 
culloms of that my fuppofed country. I tell thee, thSt 
though the manner of eating among the French feems 
to have fomcthing more of neatnefs and delicacy in it, 
yet It appears full of foftnefs and luxury, and I cannot 
in reafon prefer it to the more natural and fimple method 
of diet ufed in the Eaft. Neither would the Franks 
themfelves condemn us for favages in this point, as they 
commonly do, did they but confider, that this negligence 
very well becomes men of the fword ; and that in their 
campaigns, their own generals are ambitious to appear 
carelefs in every thing relating to their body. 

Doubtlefs, the ancient Romans, who brought the 
greateft part of the world under their power, ihunned all 
finenefTes in diet and apparel, till fuch time at their man* 
nera were debauched, and their empire in its decline. 
Our annals record, that when Sultan Selim lay down 
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with his army hefgre a certain place, and the gpvernor 
of the town fent commifli oners to treat with him ahout 
a furrender, they found him at dinner^ which confifted 
only of two or three onions, a little fait and bread. 

Hiftorics alfo rdate of the faithful Omar, fucceflbr of 
the prc^het, that when he was with his army not far 
from Jerufalem, the Nazarene prince who governed that 
city, fent a fpy into the hoit of the mufiulmans, to oh- 
fcrvc thtir difcipline, and bring him a lively charaftcr of 
their generaL The fpy went according to his mafter't 
order» and having tarried fome time in the Arabian 
camp», returned again, and thus fpoke to the governor : 

«• It will be ntedlcfs to recount every thing I obferved 
mmong thefe foldiers, fince by what I fliall fay of their 
leader, thou fiiayeft compreliend' the manners of them 
all ; for they obey him» and follow his example in every 
thing,, with jnqoi&e filèncc and modefty. 1 faw Oinar 
jtheir prince, at the head of his army, fitting on a carnei^ 
.hift face tawny, and fcorched by the fun, in a Veil of 
Perfian cotton, girded about with a belt of leather, at 
which hung a fcimetar and dagger, with a knapfack tied 
behind hi» like the meaneft foldier. I faw him take out 
ifiroxn thence hard crufls of Bread, (baking off the huflcs 
pf milkt .which fluck to them, and fayiiig, ^'Iti thè 
name of God,' eat heartily of the fame. Then he drank 
water out .of a leathern bottle hanging by his fide ; and 
when he had- don^ he faid, * Praife be to God.' All 
his army ntade their rcpatt at the fame time, and in the 
fame manner, with admirable temperance, and fuch an 
ord^r and modefty, as I never faw before, neither can I 
exprefs." 

When the prince heard tbis,'lie flood flill a confider- 
able time, mufmg as one aftonifhed. Then turning to 
. the feniors. and chief of the people who were prefent, Jit . 

. A 3 
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fafd, " It 18 neceflary that wc furrend^r our city to 
thefe people, for they have the fmlles of Heaven : Their 
prophet and their law oblige them to temperance, fru- 
gality, obedience, and a modeft deportment. Thefe vir- 
tues are certain fleps to vicflory and empire. Befides, I 
have received a tradition from my anceftors, that a pcoplf 
fhall come out of Arabia, with a new law and religion, 
'which (hall abolifii all that went before it 5 they ihajl 
lubdue Palefline and Egypt, and fhall build paofig^uca, 
wherein their prayers (hall found like the humming c^ 
T)ee8 ; their empire fhall extend from eaft to weft, and tp 
the extremities of the earth. This is what I haxe Ican^- 
cA from my forefathers, and which I believe Ì9 now- 
coming to pafs ; therefore it will be in vaip to j-eflfl 
thefe men, for th?y a^e inyinci^e by a decree frojp 
jabovev/* 

Thofe that v«rere about him, did pot approve ifcc couiy 
Tel of this wife Naza^rene. However, he fent to Omar^ 
and obt^'ned favour for himfelf and his family. 
. Thou wilt fay, J am got wide of the mark pf piy firib 
diff ourfe, which related to myfelf, and not to ai?j of tj;^ 
primitive galiphs : But it is impoffible %o reilraja ouf 
thought? from roving. Some fay, they hang together 
iike the links of a chain ; and that one idea being faflejoj. 
^ cd to anotljer in our memory, we mujter them in rank 
«p^ file, according to their proper order, when we» think, 
^r make refle6iions : God knows how it is. This I am 
iiire of, that when 1 write to my friends, I ftudy not l;o 
make ^n elaborate fpeech of it, as if I were penning aa 
pration ; but, purfuing my firfl intention at random^ J 
run on, letting one thought and word beget another. . 
. But I ^as telling theé how great a bungler I was at 
firft, in all the ceremonies and manners of the Franks, 
which differ from, thofe of the Eaft. I was as much to 
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teck in my addrefs, as an ab would be toiplay on alate* 
according to the Roman proverb ; yet time and praé^tec 
rendered all thefe things familiar and .eafy. Now» me- 
thinks» I am a ^theroogh-paced Nazarene aa to -my ex* 
tenor i I go to the conn and the temples» with as roiu^ 
feeming formality as the Chriftians» whilft» /God knows» 
my heart is fomewhere eUe: All lAy a&ions are out of 
their natural bias, To long ais I aa <bfent fifom the fitf- 
ciety of true beKefers, 

in a word» I am forced to imitate the h%, wbidi craa^ 
tare, when it is environed with the hnaCfineii'asid doga^ 
counteifetts a barking like the kltery via {o jfoSes uiiii&^ 
covered for one of their company^ 
IHuìb, 3d of tfhe 9th Moon, of the ^ar i4S9' ' 



n. — To tic Rkis Epfsndu or Principal Secretary ^ftkt 
•Ottoman Empire* ^ 

i> AM at this time polièfled with mora apprehenfions aQ4 
jodottfiesy than an old infidel ufurer ; my lodging affeéla^ 
atie with greater melancholy than ^ would a prifon ; and 
my voeafinefs is the fame when I go out of doors» 
Every body chat meets me looks either as my accufev 
or my judge» and fome appear as terrible as executioners* 
By day» my imaginaticm tormenti me hke a fury» and 
by night I am afFrigiit;ed with melancholy vifions ; I 
dream of nothing but racks» wheds, faws» gibbets» and 
fucb like inftruments of human crueky ; or, that I am in 
fome dafk dungeon, condemned to more unfuffers^ble tor- 
tures, by order of the ftate» with Cardinal Mazarini fit- 
ting by me» like a Spanifh inquilitor» and in the moft 
tyrannical manner» threatening me with pains» to which 
the damned themfelves iare wholly Grangers» if I will not- 

A4. 
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confefswhat 1 am, and reveal the fecfets i^ith which X 
am intrufted. 

' The occafion of thefe terrors which haraft me night 
and day, ]& this : 1 have for four of five days together 
found fnyfclf dodged tip and down Paris, hy a man 
.whofe face I never faw^ before in my life : Let me go 
where I will, he is ^dways at fome diftance from me ; if 
I {land ftill, fa does he, or if I turn back, he is quickly 
at my heels. I have endeavoured by idl the prudent me* 
thods^X ctfald take, to drop him in the crowd of people, 
or in the churdiMr, but nH in^ vain, for Hill I eiicouhter 
mMi the fame face ; he purfues me like my fliadow. 
Neither coach nor boat, land or water, houfe or alley, 
can rcfcue me from the fellow's eyes, who is more quick- 
fighted than Argus, and nimbler than Mercury. He it 
Very cunning alfo in this bufinefs, and as dexterous as a 
juggler,, conveying himfelf when he pleafes out of my 
fight, yet prefently after he is in view again ; arid' if I 
chance to lofe him in the dark, I am fureto fintf him 
not' fer from thy lodging next Tnomiiig, ■ - - ^ '^ - 
This, it is which gives me fo much 'difturbance; and* 
pierces me with a thonfend anxieties, for t kiiovr uot 
what to eohjeébure of this fellow^s defigii r^éometìfncar 1 
think- he is employcdby Cardinal Mèraarìnr to'watch my* 
motions, obferve whàrboufc's and t^pany Ifrequént^ 
a^hd trace me ' in alF mf appointmoits ; and f am the 
more confirmed in this fàTpicron, when I ' reflefi on my 
foritncr impnfonment in-thi^ city, and the occafion of it. 
Befides, when I Went yefterday to fee Eliachim the Jcwi 
this fpark followed me near to the dobr ; atid-thongh I 
tarried there two full hoar», yét when" I "came out, I had 
iot walked ah hundred paces, before' I law hhn agaiir, 
footing 'it aftcrme in « ^cahdèfs' tnahher, ■Wnth'-higr arthr 
folded, and his eyes fixed on the ground, as if he knew 
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nothing of the matter. Thcfc arc convincing circum- 
fUnccSy that he is fet at work by the cardinali or (ome 
body dfc, to diCcover my bufinefa. 

But when, on the other fide, I cofifider, that if the 
cardinal fufpeftcd me, he might go a never way toi 
work, and feize me in my chamber, where my letters 
would betray me, this Uiought Yanifhes, 9^à I am at a. 
loft what to, think. 

Then comes into my mind the encounter I had oncer 
with my Sicilian mailer, who (trove to fet the gabble up 
on me in the Hrects of Paris ; but my better fiara de«, 
kvered me out of his and their hands, whUft, for aught 
I know, he drew upon himlelf the mifchief he defigne\jl 
for me. However, when I refled on that pafiage, I am 
apt to think he may be now in Paris, and having bf 
fome accident feen me go in or out at my lodgings, con- 
trives how to revenge himfelf on me, and ufes this fel« 
K>w's ai&ftancc in compaffing his ends. Perhaps, think 
I, he will caufe me to be ftabbed or piftoUed at fome 
convenient feafon, or he will find out fome other way, 
kfs noify and more malicious, to difpatch me. It may 
he he fecks to eatrap me, and render me obnoxious to 
the ftate. I have a thoufand imaginations about it, and 
know not what to cooclude. I value not myfelf, nor am : 
I careful to prolong a miiieraUe life for my owft fake: -All 
that I can hope to enjoy ia this world would come fiur 
/hort of tempting me to ikreen myfelf from the &roke of 
death, by any aàion unw^jrtl^ of ^ philofi>pher and a 
man ; but the doty and a&dio» I owe to the Grand 
Signior^s fervice, makes me willing to live, till I have ac^ 
quitted myfelf of my province with perfed fuccefs, that 
(b^I may return to Conftantinople with honour; and 
then I care mt how looo I poft to that unknown worldf 

r y AS 
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wb^f?^ all tic generations of mortals .t?4tc up their eter- 
nal reft.^ for in thi^ there 13 nothing but labour and 
grief. 

In the mean time, I know not what condu£l tp ufc in 
this emergency j whether I had beft fpeak to tliis fellovr, 
or diffcmbk ipy fufpiclon ; ,whether it will be fafq to 
truft this event to the general providence, or to {acri%e 
him that gives me fo much difquiet, and fp (ecurc my 
peace* I could eafily have him difpatcheil without any 
farther noife ; but then my confcience would tiouble mc 
with after-claps, lefcl fhould have murdered a man with- 
out reafon, which l* exprefsly forbid by the Alcoran. 
Befides, I fhould always fiand in fear of fome difcpvery. 
I protefl, I am at a lofs for want of ample ip{lru6iioo# 
in fuch, cafes as thefe j and I am 'weary of mentioning 
what \ have fo often intimated already to the miniilers 
of the Porte, without any direéì anfwer. However, ^ 
will do what my reafon fuggeits, and leave \i\c event tp 
4eftiny. , ., 

Happy miniftcr ! the affeirs of this W9rld arc full pf 
4ark windings and naeanders, and wc have all nfcd of 
^ guide or a clew to condudl us thrqugh;tl\ei9. ^^y 
^hat Omniprefent aJQlft us, whenever we arc catcb^ inra 
^noty or lof^ in a.labyrint^ of difficulties, 

Paris, 35 tb of the ptb Moon, of the Yett^tSs^ 



IIL-*-t& Aeml Melbc MvLi Omar^ Prtfidtftt of 
' ^ ike C^Ufge ofS^kncef af Fe%n 

^ JL HY venerable diCpatclj .1 .^cfi^iv^^ <^Hh kiflc^, an4,a 
tr^mfport ^f jay ; I tliric< tpuched, my cyc^lda with tfee 
^^per of high eflcem^ an^ as qft 1 1^ it to my l^^afe; 
I broke up th; feak witk inQ4^%. ^<^ ^^^I^WrhW^ 
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my greedy eyes devoured the Kncs of profound wifdom». 
the fentences and aphorifms worthy to be written in let* 
tcrs of gold* Then it was 1 bicfl the hour of my na. 
tivttyy and the more happy moment wherein I firft had 
the honour of thy familiarity and friendihip : Oh» thou 
fincere and eximious patron of fuch as loTe the fcien*^ 
cct ! Renowned for thy learning and probity of man» 
nere { Prince of the alfaquis and doé^ors ! Crown of th« 
(age affembly of philofophers! Oracle of the age ! 

Glory be ta God, who has neither beginning nor end ! 
who alone poifefies the infinite expanfe ai^d life eternal ;. 
who k adored by the inhabitants of heaven, of earth, 
andof heM:- Benedtdions on Michael» Grabiiel» Ifrapfaiel,. 
Ithuriel, Jeremiel, Hafmanel» and on all the happy mini^ 
fters of his divine majefty» as alio on the angel of death. 
Peace to the true believers-oo earth, and fgdvatton to. the 
d«nls and damned,, after they have accomplished theit. 
penance in hell, and the term of wrath fhall be expired. . 

An univerial charity dflates my heart ; I embrace with 
love aH the crcatttrea of God». This is owing to the- 
^eafoaable wrhrA of tihy letter ; for at the moment wheA 
^at came, I wa» plunged itk fo< deep a melancholy, that. 
I ccfdd hardly afFoid a kind thought for any thing o& 
earth, and I perfeétiy hated myfelf*. I have thefe fits o£ 
&dne& dten, it beiag a» effeé^ of my conftitution* 

At thofe feafons,. life appears an infup];K>rtable burden^ 
and all the bufUe and noife of mortals a vain fatigue.. My> 
&cAs» which at other times adminifter delighted. plea-» 
fere, are now tbe^inftmrneBts of anguifh and pain ; every 
Ifhiag I fee and hear ^fgufts me ;• I abhor my.necefisMry^ 
fbtod ; neither can ^e fweeieft odours, or fofteil draiàs of 
Kufic, bring me into a better tempeis till ileep ecHpfea 
the light of my buly hnagination, and puts out every gbm^ 
jtt{ theughtto T&en my feul takes her repofe ;, aiM^ 

A& 
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fttalihg from my body,- enters into tht fhadj vale of vi-* 
ftonuf and fports with innoccnt ié^M» Thus having di- 
vert myfelf with jumbling., mondrou» eQence» together, 
and httding one chimera at another^ I return again to my 
bddy, and fighing awake, grieved thax I could not longer 
ftay in that niDek world,, where I could have wiihed my 
rd&deo(% for ever, rather than in this, .which gives me.fo 
itkuch real paio* Thus is my anguifh. repewed with the 
morning ; light is more irkfome to roc than darkne£i.; 
and the day, which brings joy to other mortals» is naore 
.^err&le tame than night, and the (hadow of death. 

I complain to the elements, but they will not hear «v 
regard me ; aU nature feems to laugh at my affi^ion, and 
-l^e beafts'of the field triumph over me. As for men, here 
are none but infidels» my profeffed enemies, to whom. I 
can vent my forrows ; and I am afhamed to make a wo* 
man my confefibrt thoi^^h it were m^ own mother, wha 
lives in Paris, and daily fees me» 

I^ iiv this dolorous condition^ I prepare myfelf whIk 

the accuftomed purifications of the law, and addrcfles tO( 

the Omnipotent, I know not where to find him ; his «f- 

ilence is unfearchable, and flies from human thought ; I 

cafi him aloud by his nioety-nine adorable. names, b»t re« 

ctive aa antwer ; I repeat his incompreht nfible attributes, 

.but aU to no purpofe t In a word, I hy and do all that 

the law elbows,, the prophet •counfels» holy perfons rc- 

coauncnd». or m^r 'Own re^fon fuggefts, as. a proper means. 

to obtain the favour of Heaseni and a wdrefs of my cah- 

^m^k b^ fii^ AC comfort^ and, for aaight I know« that 

Spamanà. might as foon.be 'heard^* who, being ignorane 

•whatiÌBrmof prayer^to ulii,>«eltea]^d the'four«and<<tweaty 

lettmrptffhe alphabet, defirii^ God to form &ch words 

•ut of them as beft expi|cffied the ..petitioner's neceffittes. 

I tell tbcey iUuftriottft prdaUi after I am tired with vo* 
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cai devotìonS) I have recourfe to contemplation ; I cxt« 
mine my paft life» and find that I myfelf am the (burce of 
my own melancholy^ in not ftriftly obeying the bw of the 
prophet^ the pitecepts of the fenion, and the di^tea of 
mycoxi&ienee 4 and all this for the fake of loyalty to the 
Grand Signior, and in confidence of the miift?fi difpeà- 
fa^CMi^ Now I aCk thee, Whethei* iti>e krarfui to commit 
a thoufatid vices, that I may only acquit myfelf fairly in 
ose virt«ie ; or to think that in fach eafea the mufti has 
power to dtj&nnul the exprefs pofitive injanetiona ei our 
holy lawgiver > Is the empire of the faithful to be kmA 
-bythe infidelity and profanenef» of inofiulmant'^ on the 
truth to be fupported by lies and pef jinries ? 

i tremble to think what a conftiilon I (hall be in when 
the prophet (hall reproach me, that I have preferred the 
fiivour of men to the Ihiiks of Heaven. I know not- in^at 
to do. Oh that I were in the parching deiarts of Lybn, 
or any the moft unfrequented fohtude of £gn>t, a com* 
patnión of dragons, aind other horrid monfters of Afric» 
rather than m thiaftation, which renders my life a hell upoki 
earth, and- tormenta me with half the difquiets of tbt 
■damned* 

Bitt, if this appears too extravagant and defpeiatc ia 
thought, let me at leaft w^ myfelf at Fez, the meai^ 
of thy Ibtves, or of thy moomparable Mtifu Abul Yahyan, 
of whom thy lalb" letter gave fohigh a charater. I hate 
adefeffed a di^Mch to hità^ hoping for the hoiu>ur of hie 
liriendfliip and correfyondenoe. >' . . ^ 

^ Let not the ìibetty I have taken to t«B ^ee of my 
fadacfii dtfcoumge thee itom writiligi^ bnt reftaffnnd» 
that whesever thou ^fliida.>ito»chrafe me^ latter, thot^I 
were iathe agomes of >deaili, it wouklxKllifnebadK: again» 

Pari», a5tb' of the 9tKMbón,o^ the year 1^5^, ' ■ -'•* 
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tv. — 7o/i&/ Kaimacham* 

These Nazarene» arc very fertile io new rcligtons. Eu-i 
fope 18 a w2derfiefs over»nin with monftrous feels and be- 
ifsefles ; etery age produces frefh pretenders to prophecy: 
and divine revelatìon ; error is prolifica and moltipHea infi- 
nitely» whilft truth remains the fame for ever, and is com'*- 
prehended in a few mles. 

Of late years there are a fort of people fprinig up m 
England, Holland, Germany, and other parts of the 
North, boafting of a new commiffion given them from 
Heaven to preach the everlafting truth, reform the enrors 
and vices of mankind, and l^ad people the only ìaisìIMblt 
way to happinefs. Their addrefs is plain and fimple, bold 
and uniform, ufing no other ceremonies or compliments in 
their difcourfe or carriage to perfons of the greateft qua- 
lity than to the vulgar, and thofe of the moft inlerior 
«auk. 

They ftyk themlclves. The true feed, the offspring of 
Jacob, Jews of the promife, Ifìaelkes vHlthoiit fraud, with 
&ch like va^n titles; but by others they are geherafiy 
called Quakers. 

They fay the ringleader of this people prolefles him- 
fblf to, be t&e MeiTtas, being in all parts of his body, and 
ieatuffes of his face, like Jefus the Son of Mary ; <nr, at 
ka#, it is obferved, that he exa^y refembles that poi^- 
traiture of him which Pnbilfus Lestulus fent to the fefiate 
of Rome out of Judea, wh^ he was governor of that 
pjnvmct* Hence his Ibllowers fcruphe not to ca^ him Je- 
lus, the beauty of teti' tkoo&iid, the only begotten Soa 
of Q0Ì9 the prophet who is to ^nd up alt things, ilk 
ftin^ of peace, king of Ifraei, ju<%e, eonfolation, and 
hope of the world. 

When he travelsi Us difc^es attend him bareheaded 

2.' 



{which thou knowefl is a tpke/i p£ rev^q^eace amopg th^ 
Franks) yet they never uncover to any other mortaL Hq 
rides on horfehack, lyhilil they walk pn fii^ot lii^fore» be- 
hind, and on each fide of him, fprcadiog ihcir garnient| 
in the way throwgh which he pafies. The h9o& ofhisbca^ 
tread only on Oiks, t)r other poilly Huffs ; and a» they 
enter any town or city, they chant alpud his praifes,. pro? 
claiming him the Son of David, and heir of the divine 
promifes. 

All his followers pretend to be prophets, bgafting of 
fbrfinge illuminations and raptures, foretelling things to 
CQmCf an4 reproaching the vices of governors, and th^ 
gycatcft princes, with a boddnefs which has but few prcc/e- 
de^ts» In a word* they every where preach, that God ^ 
laying the foundation of a new monarchy, which (hall de« 
ilroy aU t^e r^it in the world, and ihall uever have an end 
itfcjf, . 

This givc^ ?tf jealoufy to th^ dates where they liyc, and 
therefori^ they are porfecuted in ^11 places ; yet they ap- 
P^ ve^ con&ant in their fufferiugs, and ten2K:iou9^ of tlt^ 
^élriaes they preacl}. ^ 

They fcem, in my opiniop, to refemble one ^f our mvifr 
fuitiipan fe^lf^ VKhp affert,; tl^t Jefus the Son of Mary (hall 
return agajn upon earth ; that he (hall marry and beget 
fchildren, be anointed S^vg of tt^e nations who believe i^ 
one G^d, and ia^ this gloj^ious ib^te. ^allr^ign fortyyeai:»; 
^x wt^ich t^f (hay. lJub<^^.^ojif:|iiift, a*MÌ then Oxaja foV 
low the diflblution q£ ^A xjbÀ^gs. Yft the orthodox her» 
lieyers rfjcd tin% tea^t 9» iabu^ojyt^i iieith^r is t|i^ ao|- 
c<?ui^tenance given to iti^^tyj; W%le of th^ A^coi»»^ 
lij^rf jt i^ f^fd» V Tho^i^al^fnfit bait fee thy ^oijd re- 
iHF in. ^i^C.cJgudsj'^ fixice . t|i?it. vnly in.Mm^tes the gW 
llious d^icm which, Jùi^<?f^|^. J^fu;?, a*/i Mahomet fh^ 
mskcJrm ,jaradife, ijofe JS#^^ l^a», 1^*5^ ^. 9^ 
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hvolred ai^ tvreaty^four thouf^d pr0phet8».. to afiemble' 
the de^ at ttc day of judgmeut. 

« If jHhou wQuldeft bav^ n^y opinion of tbefe new reli- 
gionifts in Europe, and their leader, I take him to be an 
impoftofy and his. followers to be either fools or madmen f 
eren juft fuch another crew as thofe who followed Mo» 
f uiiiwm , w the da^ of .our holy lawgiver. This was a»- 
Ai^bian impoftor, who pretended to fct up for a prophet, 
and attempted to compofe a book like the Alcoran ; but 
Ub watinfiitiiated*wi^«a vain arrogance, and there was^ 
Tibtnidior degance.in his writings, no juflice on his 
fide^tior'iinderftanding in him or his party; To be (hort, 
bMk he and ihey were all cut to pieces in the Vale of 
Akrfcby by the troops of Abu*Bacrofiàdic, the firft ca-»^ 
lipiu ' « . 

As to thefe modem feducers, they are not men of 
attti^ bxà a herd of ùìly infignificant people^ aiming ra* . 
thertohcapup riches in obfcurity, than to acquire a-. 
fame by a» heroic undertaking: They are generally 
merchantt or mechanics, and are obferved to be Tery 
pmékttal in theif dealings, men of few words in a bar* . 
gam» modeft and compofed in their deportment, tempe- 
rate » their lives, and ufin^ great frug^ity in all things; 
In a word, they are iingularly induftnous, fparing no h^ 
hour or pains to increafe their wealth ; and fo fubtle and 
inventive, that «hey would, if poffible, eztraft gold out 
of afliet. I know none that czcd them in theic charaders 
bat the Jewt and the Banians ; the former being the craf» ^ 
tieft of dlflien, and the latter fo fuperiatively. cunning-, 
that they wSIl overreach the devil. 

But thefe ave no %n8 of a pure tdUgMn» for that only 
ptdisribes the methods of wichdniwing and feparating the 
fod ftom the contagion of eartUy things^ and of uniting, 
h to^ Pcity^ whicàtf iu fouroe. 

* 
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• ninftrious Kaimacliam, I VMt thee i^SlMi pràfmg, i^M ^ 
thou and I may at laft meet in that centre of aO thlngt^ - 
alter our various epicyctes and excnfirons in thitloiwcr 
world. 
Paris, Xfth of the ixth Moon, of the Year 1659. 



V.^To the /am. 

1 SBNT a diipatch fome moon« ptfft to the eaeleTqiMr^Qf 1 
Romeli, guardian of the imperial caiioiiBy interpreter of - 
the hwff of equity, wherein I informed him of die ttdrto»' 
cés that were made in order to a peace liet#«m Tnàt^^ 
and Spain/ Now I can aiTure thee that peace 'il eoadirit*: 
cd, and the articles figned on both fidct by the two pie* 
nipotenttaries. 

I need not repeat what I partieularly rdafeeé tb dtfA 
grarideeV my betters are all publifhed in the ditaaiaadre* 
.giftered ; yet it will not be unwelcome perhapt to thee» 
to hear with what nicenefs of pundJHo thefe infiddi iHinid 
ters met to accomplish an affi^, whereon iiepcnd» the ia« 
tereft and honotxr of tiieir refpedive mafters, the liappi* 
nefs of the twa kingdoms, and the general bias of att Ac 
Weft. 

There is a Kttle iflahd formed by Ac nver Bidaflba» 
called the Ifle of Fheafants, ^hrofiigh the itiiddk of^wUck 
a line is drawn, whkh mcàélty fe|jarate8 the tebStories of 
both monarchs. This place ijrss agreed • om f or t^^eiv 
Tiew of the two tninifters.' Each had hiis bridge toienter 
the idand in that part wHich bdérTg«dto^is baftev.; and.^ 
oter the line V>f ii^Karation \v^al efe^d a^largbdivsn or 
council-room, 'W be èatered^4t)ly ^>by >t4M> priibtc deopi^: 
one ont of Card^al^ Ma^àriAi^v'^o^^gs^^itTacM tm 
the French fide of the ^C9*ttfibai'r«K)*i^..th^ /oibsr iQlit. «f 
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fkm Louis d'Aro't apartment, biult ob the SpaoKh 
fide. 

Each of thefe miniftèrs was accompanied by federal 
princes and grandees of the court, acd above fixty other 
perfons of quality, with a guard of four hundred hoffe 
and foot, to fecure their bridges, and the place of con- 
ftitaoe. Jn a word. Idlings were raanaged with fo much 
moderation and good fuccefs, that the Marefchal de Gra- 
mont was fent ambafiador extraordinary into Spain, ai|^ 
«roeiiied at ths^ coint with infinite civilities and^^nour. 

The fiib|e6t of his .negotiation was to teeat of a msLlA 
iMtjfof B -the King his mafter stmà the-in&nu of Spain. His 
^Qfi^iO^ fmd a^rtb were fueh .as ÌÌ9on procured the Catho- 
Kn Kif^s confeat; aad from that ^e the ^Iare£chal ap* 
ffeadiqd^tiie In&Ml;» «jth at^ne ^o «vdinary fisbauffioos^ 
efteenung her now as the Qaeen of France. Soon after 
lUi ithtf jyuplial contoft and the peace weoe jnutufllly 
Ijglied, to ithe immenfe joy of the fid>jeéb of bpth fidei^ 
:who were «ery glad co exchange the to3s and calanùties 
«f war for the Cwedt» and profits of peace* 

It wiU be needlels toinfert here aU the articles on which 
they agreed : Two wall be worth the knowledge of the 
fupreme diyan ; and thofe are, the rdeafe of ChaHes Duke 
of JLorrain, on the Spaniih King's fide, and, on the part 
of the King of France, the reftoration of the Prince of 
Conde to the free poffsffion and enjoyment of all his 
eftates, honours, ^d%nities, and privileges, as the firft 
{KVire of die royal blood,' with the government of the 
piDvinces of Bourgoigne and BrefTe. 

A little before thefe articles were figned, the young 
Prince of "^pain died fuddenly, not having fcen twelve 
inoons. I mentioned the bhth of this royal infant in one 
al mry ktteo, and the extraordinary folemnitles that were 
aMilr f hfffrnpim by the King of Spain, and his àmbafli^ 
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dors at foreign couru* Tbefe infidels afpe^ jn.^ tViyijs 
too paffionately affe^ed with the gloriea of Qur mof^l 
ftate^ which at the height ait but tianiieat;(hadi>w*» ^ 
fomething lefs coniiderabk. . 

I am amazed at the bold rebellion of the baiTa of A- 
leppo, ,and that he fhoiild endeavour to cheat the cmpii)e 
with fo fiale an impoflure as ajQifun fon of Amuriit.; yet it 
feems he made a confiderable progrefs ui^der thispretencfi. 
Some were glad of novelty, others were fi;igbie^ied .out of 
their allegiance ; .whilli only ^ f^w (erved (lis intera 4P 
pure difcontent, ^pd hppes to amend thfsir fbxt^ae• The 
country people are gcnen^Uy opprefled by their gocvesqo^ 
»nd it JsjQo i^ond^r if they tajie up anus for one tl^t pro^ 
mifes to deUver them from their calamities* This is th^ 
ufual pretext of all innovations m the ilate. The Ssjr 
dicrs ^rc alfo defrauded of ^hcir due pay, and the» they 
are ready to fight under the next general that brings mo^ 
money with him. Ndtker are there wanting makonten^ 
among the grandees at fucb times to foment and abet aa 
infurrcftion. ' » 

All tliefe events proceed from the ill conduct of the fu- 
preme mlniders, who alone are refponfible for the mifcai;- 
riages of the fl^te. 

Illuilrious Kaimachapij the frame of the Otto^m^n go» 
vernment is out .of order : I wiih fate does not pull it 19 
pieces^ as a uecefTary Ilcp to its amendment* Adieu» 

Paris, 2d of the luil Moon, of thd Year 1659. 



VI To Ham ET, Reu Effendi, Principal Secretary of tie 

Ottoman Empire* 

X WISH thee aU imaginable joy of thy new dignity, y«t 
queftion whether thou or thy pitdeceffibr be th« Juppser 
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JttaiU; It ia a.vaft. honour indecdy and altcnded with int- 
^cnfe profit* to f^prve in t)ii$ ftation the moft bigh» moft 
potentf and inpft invincibk monarch on earth ; bat, at 
the bmt tipi^ tbim is infinke toil and fatigue in k^ with 
^undai^rt of perils ; from all which the fortunate Muslu 
is now. ddivered» and they are become thy portion. 

As for him, I cannot but efteem him happy» in that he 
has got permiffion to retire to his country-feat, out of the 
crowd and noifeof the city, and from the ftiflingbufineflea 
•f ftnte,' which choak the more innocent and natural de- 
lights of the fouL Now he is fnDy reftored to the elements^ 
•nd to himfdfy whereas before the perpetua hurry of the 
court made him in part a ftraagcr to both $ for there a 
man infenfibly lofes acquaintance with his own moft inti- 
mateafiedions ; his fpirit is alienated amidft the multipli^ 
city of his concerns ; it is ftretched* on the rack of te^ 
thoufand cares and inquietudes f it i^divided, fliattered» 
SMid rent in pieces; 

Befides, were he as freie from thefe diftrafting 
thoughts as a Santone, yet the very neceffity of living al- 
ways in a dty, was enough to render him miferaUe ; for 
I efteem fuch a confinement no better than a pxifon at 
large, and not far from being buried aliTC» 

It is true, Conftantinople has the advantage of all the 
.cities in the world, for the delightfulnefs of its fituation, 
the houfes being fo plcafantly intermixed with fair g§t* 
dens, and the ftreets refrefiied with cool breezes firom the 
fea. 1% looks at a diftance like a town in a wood, or 
one may term it a fore ft compofed of minarets and cy« 
prefTes* The terraces afford agreeable p|pfpe£ks of the 
neighbouring fields and mountains ; and it is pleafant to 
ftand on the water^fide, and* view the innumerable variety 
of boats and vcffelsiailiag from one port to another, with 
aU t^^other dÌKei:tifemeiits on the ^, and. the beautiful 



Bhkture of palaces and gfows, clitòfes and'^gai^e^, ferag« 
lios and villages, whkh grace the oppòfilc ihoré. O 
queen b£ cìtkd, <miftre(s of kingdome, glpr/ of nationg^ 
Gommandrefe and fanéiuary ot the whok'eàk^! Thricc 
ha^py fhooid I couht myfclf^ if I might halve the favour 
to r elide withiu thy venerahle wJls, anid exchange the 
polhited' focièty of Infideifi for that of true belleveré. 

How oftén do I languish to fee the glittering crefcentt» 
the triuinphant cnfigns of the Ottomans on* the tops of 
the minarets in the imperial city t Ho^ often do I wi9l 
myfelf jfroftrate on the carpets of the fa<Ared tnòfqtiés, ia 
the detOQt affemblies of the faithful, adoring the EtemiCl 
in the perfcdioii of fanétity ! Whereas now I am forced 
to go into the temples of idolaters, to kneel and bow 
dov;n btfoire ftocks and ftatues, to join feemlngly with 
unbelievtj^, and pra]^ to that which has no life, nor fenfe^ 
nor power. 

How do I envy the blefTed Hate of the moaneft artifan 
in Conftafttinople, who daily feeds on the wholefome pi- 
law of the Eaft, and drinks the delectable fhetbeis, or 
waters tinctured with the rich fruits of Greece ? Whereas * 
I am compelled to eat meats forbidden by our holy pro- 
phet, and to render niy fonlexecrable, by an impure and 
pre&ne ' diet, or 1 mnft ftarve ; for thefe uncircumcifed 
are more abominable than ravens arid vultures, to whom 
the mo& filthy carrion is a dainty : And, to cloak thenr 
Gncleanne&f they coìfrtìpt their own gofpel, and forge a 
toleration from the Meflias himfelf, as if that holy pro*^ 
phct, who in every the leaft tittle obeyed the law of Mo- 
fes, and fet himfelf as aii example for his followers to 
imitate, could be guilty of contradiéb'ng thofe divine 
precepts, aud running counter to his oWn praéUce^'in 
recommending uncleannéfs and Hbertinifm. No ; the ad* 
mirable Son ef Mary was the moft temperate «nd abile- 
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miou8 man in the world, and both in his words and ac- 
tidns preached up thofe virtues to others, having often ex- 
prefsly declared to his difciplcs, " That he came not to 
ab'olifh the law, but to refine and perfedl it/' 

He was circumcifed on the eighth day after his nati- 
vity, according to the injunftion of Mofes, and the con- 
ftant pra^ice of the fons of Ifrael. In a word, through 
the whole courfe of his life, he never deviated from the 
traditions of his fathers, the feniors of the houfe of Ja- 
cob. 

It is true, he frequently argued againft the many trivial 
fàperftitions of the Pharifees, who evacuated the more 
.eflential points of the law, by fuperinducing a number of 
infigAificant ceremonies ; but he never opened his mouth 
againfl any pofitive precept, fuch as were thofe which 
limited the choice they were to make of meats, diftin- 
guiihing the impure from the clean. Yet the Chriftians 
delude themfelves with a falfc belief that he gave them a 
difpenfation to eat any thing, without caution or referve. 

Hence it is that they defile themfelves with fwine't 
ijffh, and creeping things, and blood is in all their difhes. 
They fcruple not to eat of that which died of itfelf, and 
banquet as freely with what \^'a8 knocked down or flran- 
gled, as we would do with the flefli of a beaft that was 
killed in pronouncing the name of God. The fhamblei 
here afford no other .provifion but fuoh as this ; and he 
that will not eat that which is an abomination to a muf- 
fulman, muft be contented with herbs. This I reckon as 
one of the greateft of my misfortunes, and it makes me 
bom with defire to return to Conflantinople. 

Yet, after all, I fhould think myfelf far more happy, if 
I ^flight have the liberty tofpend the refi of my days in 
my native country 5 fo great an admirer I am of a rural 
life and folitude : And it'is' for this rcafon ' I count tliy 
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predcceflbr a Happy man, in having the prii^ege of a fweet 
retirement, where he may take breath from the vain im*» 
portunity and bufile of mortals. 

In the mean time; there is a fpccies of felicity in thy» 
employment; and thou can'ft ntìt be called miferable, • fo 
long as thou acquitted thyfelf fairly^ and enjoyed tlie 
fayoor of thy fovereign. 

I perceive by thy letters that thou art curious to 
know the charaélers of foreign dates, with the various 
interefts of Nazarene princes, the intrigues of thefe wef« 
tern courts, their overtures of peace and war, and the dif- 
ferent laws, maxims, and cudoms by which the people are 
governed. Thy converfation with ambaffadors at the 
Porte will furnifh thee with abundance of ufeful remarks 
in this kind ; but, fince thou rcquireft me to fend my ob- 
fervations, I will hereafter obey thy commands in fuc- 
ceifive letter», for this is too large a theme for one dif- 
patch. 

At prefent, thou maycft receive and regiftcr for 
true news, ^ that the peace between France and Spain has 
been fìgned by both kings, and folemnly publifhed 
throughout their territories, with inexpreilible joy and 
magnificence. It is certain alfo, that the King of Swe- 
den is dead, and the Duke of Orieans, uncle to the French 
king, which* has in fome meafure qualified the mirth of 
the French on this occafion. AfTuredly human affairs are 
equally chequered with good and evil : Blifs comes not 
to us in pure unmixed dreams ; death keeps an even pace, 
and knocks as boldly at the gates of kings as at the cot* 
tages.of the meaned (laves. 

It i& the part of a wife man to be always refigned to 
Heaven, and prepared for the word events ; as for the ' 
bpd> they -never come amifs* 

Paris, - zTtli of the 3a Mo«r, of tSA Year i6<#. ' 
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▼IL — TVDgnit Oglov. 

OH ALL I coQverfe with thee» as Hoiace ufed to do with 
hda friends over a glafs of generous wine ì Let us lay 
afide mafks for a while» and difcourfe with open fouls. I 
believe thou hall as equal a veneration for our holy pro- 
phet as ly and haft been educated in all the tendemeffes 
of pictjr» the niceties of divine love, as our moUahs arc 
pleafed to call it. We have been both of us careful to 
rife before the fun, and fay our orifons every morning in 
a demi-trance, that is, half afleep and half awake. This« 
Ro doubt, is a ncceffary point of piety ; and we have been . 
■o lefs folicitons in obfcrving the other four hours of pray- 
er ; either of us would have counted it an irreligious 
negligence, if we had feen a piece of paper on the ground, 
and had not (looped to take it up, with reverence wiping 
off the dirt, and kiffing the tabula rafa on which men ufe 
to write the name of God ; as if it were not an equal argu- 
ment of refped, to fecure from profanation Hicks, Rones, 
rags, or any thing whereon it were poffible to engrave or 
print the all-myflerious charafters j nay, or the very fands 
themfelvee, which, as fome fay, were the firfl books on 
earth. However, if they were not the firft, we are fure 
that, in very early ages, men ufed to flamp their memoirs, 
©r draw them out in perceptible figures on the furface of 
the earth ; witncfe the old fhipwrecked philofopher, 
who being caft afhore in an unknown land, foon traced out 
the manners of the people, by certain mathematical im- 
preflions which he found in the fands ; for he concluded 
thefe to be the very footfteps of humanity and virtue. 
But to return' to the bufiiiefs of religion : We have been 
obedient totheinilruélions of our fathers and tutors, zeal- 
ous in obferving every pundlitio of traditional piety ; 
we haire faftedy prayed» waflied» and given alms at the 
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appointed feafonsi and in the maaiitr prefcribed by the law. 
All thefe, 1 own, are commendable exercifes, but methÌDks 
they are not the folid and fubftantìal parts of true reli- 
gion. I hate hypocrify, and the devout wantonnefs of 
thofe who think to mock God with ceremonies and 
empty forms* It were much better to mix with the ido- 
btrous rites of Bacchus, (if they dcfervc that epithet) 
and rant in honour of eternal 'wine, talk reputed blafphe- 
ray, and reform the model of the univerfe ; I fay, I would 
choofe to do all this, and more, rather than cheat myfelf 
with empty hopes of gaining paradifc, for afting to the 
life the {hams of pious mimicry. 

I would not have thee think that what I have now faid 
proceeds from any contempt of the Eternal Majefty. 

By thofe fair heavens above, and all the immortal fpangles 
of the fky, I fwear there is not a faculty in Mahmut's 
foul which is not filled with gratitude and veneration, 
which does not bum with flames of facred love to the ado- 
rable Fountain of all things. In »word, I only ftrive to 
rcfcue my friend from the attemps of pious frauds, the re- 
ligious burlcfques of our moUahs and muftis. 

BeUeve, my dear Dgnet, that there is a God, a firft 
caufe, a juft judge, prcfiding over the world j believe alfo 
his prophet, the holy, the beloved Mahomet, the minion, 
as I may fay, of the Omra'potent ; but have feme faith 
alfo for the reft of his meflengcrs and favourites : Let not 
Hall be thought of without fomc inward flurries of devOi 
tion ; he was a muflulman, and the fourth caliph, though 
his followers be damned heretics in our divinity. Had 
right taken place, perhaps he had been the firft of the 
vicars, but his caufe was fuperfeded by his abfence : Let 
him and that reft till the final inquifitlon j and acknow- 
ledge that I have faid too little for a fchlai, and not too 
much for a funni. 

Fol. FL » 
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1 know no rcafon alfc Ayhy we ihojuld not rcvt?rcnce the 
raem&irs of Mercury, Orpheus, Cadiniis, MclifTus, Faunus, 
aad the reft of the .anqlcnt fag^s and lawgivers, who m- 
flruded the nations of the earth in the myfteries of reli- 
gion, taught tliem to adore one fupreme God, to believe 
.the immortality of the foul,. and to pi:a<^ife good worts. 

What though the ceremonies of their woriliip were dif- 
ferent from ours, and perhaps polluted with an unjufti- 
fiable adoration of images ? What though their altar3 
reeked with the blood of- flain beails, and fpmetinjes 
fmoked even with human facrifices ì Thefe barbarous 
rites were not inflituted by the firil oracles of religion, 
illuminated fouls, nuncios from God tp this lower world ; 
but they were afterwards fuperinduced, through the cor- 
ruption of times, the avarice of priefts, and the fuperfti- 
tion of the people ; and, for aught we know, our own 
hiilorians have not been impartial in relating the truth. 

There is an innate envy between people of different fa- 
milies and nations. Bo^h we and our fathers, that dcfcend 
from Abraham by Ifmael, and the Jews» who are his pof- 
terity by Ifaac, have been too favourable to the offspring 
of that beloved of God. We generally entertain and chjC- 
rifti a fpecific pride on the fcore of our illuftrious pedi- 
gree; efpecially the Jews, who will not allow any people 
on earth to be tlieir equals, either ^ia point of antiquity, 
the nobility of their race, or the innumerable multitude of 
tteir brethren ; whereas they confider npt that they arc 
difperfed up and down over the whole earth, like flieep 
without a fhepherd, not permitted to poffefs a cubit of 
land which they can call their own ; contemned, bated, 
and made a proverbial feoff among all nations ; infamous 
vagabonds, ufurers, flaves, and pimps t9 other mens plea* 
fures ; men of no fame or charadler ; finally, in their pre- 
fcnt circuroftaoces, the moft fpurious and ignoble of all 
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the fons of Adam, except the Kaffars of Ethiopia, who 
feed on the guts and dung of beads. 

It is tnie, indeed, their anceftors made a confiderable 
figure in the world, in the days of Solomon, ahd other 
viéiorious kings, during their poiTeffion of Paleftine ; 'and 
yet in thofe very times they were often humbled and led 
away into captivity, by the more fortunate kings of Ba- 
bylon, Perfia, and AfTyria, and afterwards fubdued by the 
Grecians ; till at laft they were totally ruined, their cities 
laid wafte, their temple burnt to afhes, and their country 
quite difpeopled by the Romans. 

If we afcend yet higher, to their celebrated migratiort 
out of Egypt, of which their own hiftorians make fuch a 
noife, and tell fo many fabulous wooders, we (hall find a 
very mean and contemptible charadler given of them by 
Egyptian writers, and thofe other nations, men of aa 
great authority as Jofephus, or any other Jewiflihiftorian. 
Manethos, a priefl: of Egypt, calls them a crew of leprous 
and nafty people, and fays they were expelled the coun- 
try by Amenophis, then reigning, and driven into Syria, 
their captain being Mofes, an Egyptian priefl^, A like 
relation we have from Chgeremon, an author of good cre- 
dit among the Greeks, who tells us, that in the reign of 
Amenophis, two hundred and fifty thoiifand lepers were 
forcibly banifhtd out of Egypt, under the conduci of Ti- 
fithen and Petefeth (i. e. Mofes and Aaron,) And 
though other writers differ ia the name of the king then 
reigning in Egypt, yet all agree in afferting the Ifraelites 
to be a nafty fort of people, over-run with fcabs and in- 
feAious biles, and that they were efteemcd the fcum and 
filth of the nation. Tacitus, a Roman writer of un queft ion- 
able authority, adds, that Mofes, one of the exiled lepers, 
being a man of wit and reputation among them, when he . 
faw the grief and confufiou of his brethren, bid them be 
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Of good cheer, and neither trufl the gods, or men of Eii 
gypt, but only confide in him, and obey his counfd ; 
for that he was fent from Heaven to be their condu^or 
out of this calamity, and to proteél them from aU tbei'r 
eneniies ; upon which the people, not knowing i«rhat 
courfe to take, furrendered themfelves wholly to his 
difpofal ; from which time he became their captain an3 
lawgiver, leading them through the defarts of Arabia, 
where they committed great rapine and fpoil, "putting 
man, woman, and child to the fword, burning their cities, 
and laying all things defolate. Dear Dgnet, what could 
be faid worfe of a company of robbers and banditti ? 

Mofes is gone to paradife, and when I mention Hh 
name, it is with a profound reverence, for he ii^s the 
grcateft of the ancient prophets. Yet give me leave to 
have fome regard for my own reafon : He was but a mor- 
tal as well as I, and without doubt was not exempt fix>m 
Human frailties ; he had the advantage to be educated in 
the college of the royal priefts at Memphis*, which none 
of his nation could boaft of befides himfelf. Suffer me to 
tell thee my thoughts frankly, and without difguife s Ma- 
gic and aftrology were the only fciences then in vogtw ; 
and he being perfedly verfed in aU the myftcrits and fe- 
crets of Egyptian wifdom, it was no hard ta/k foi him to 
poITefs the rude and ignorant fons of Jacob with a pro-: 
found attach and veneration for his perfon, and in that 
diftreifed condition, to mould their flexible fpirits to what 
difcipline he pleafcd,- - • 

Sufpéél me not for an infidel or an atheift, becaufe I 
iàifcourfe with this freedom. I have heard fomcj of our 
moUahs fay a gfeat deal more in their private converfa- 
tioh J arid it is a foperftttiou» timorou&cfs not to be hoLd 
in the cxercifc of our reafon. which taught even the proi 
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phet Moic9 himfdf the method of coni^ttefty and getting a 
fame which ihoold know no end* 

I am not ambitious» nor would I tempt thee to afpire 
at an undue grandeur^ but let u» not be lefs than ourfelves, 
that iSf men. There is no reafon we (hould be impofed 
upon by ftbulous reports of interefied and designing wri- 
ters» or that we (hould give &ith to every credulous fool. 
Doubtlels there were many nations eilabliihed on earth 
before the Ifraelites» and great prophets» who were not 
of the lineage of Abraham* The date of the olympiads 
is much more certiun to a day» nay» to an hour» than the 
h«^ra of the Ifraelites» fmce the former is demonftrated 
by the eclipfes of the fun and moon» interwoven by the 
Gentile hiftorians in the body of their hiilory ; whereas 
the latter is defe&ive in this material point» and is expofed 
to a tboulaod difputes among writers. 
. My &iend» let not thou and I trouble ourfelves with 
«eodlefs oontroverfies» or be zealous for things of no mo« 
meot I h«t» adoring one God> and believing what is ra* 
tional» we may poflcis our fouls in tranquillity and peace. 
P«r»» zzth of the,5th Moon, «f the Year z66o. 



VIII. — To the Kaimacham. 

Ar length» after a long alienation» the Prince of Conde 
k reftored to the king's favour» for which he is obliged to 
the King of Spain. I have already intimated in one of 
my letters» that this was agreed on in the treaty of peace 
between thefe two crowns» as an article equivalent to that 
of the Duke of Lormih's releafe» folicited by the King 
of France. Now it is put in execution» and the rebel 
prince is received with abundance of carefTes by the 
ungy queen*mother» Cardinal Mazarini» and the whole 
court. 

» 3 
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He js counted the vaHante& man of this age, and was 
fo pronounced long ago by the Marefchal Turenne, who 
is a foldier of no mean chanter, both for hìi judgment 
and courage. He was once extremely beloved by all the 
French ; but his wildnefs and inconftancy, with the de- 
ilru6iive tfFe<^a of the civil wars which he raifèd» changed 
their alTeé^ions fc»* a while into indifference^ coldnefs, and 
ill-will ; but now all is well again* 

He and his brother the Prince of Conti feld<»n agreed, 
being often the heads of contrary parties during the Bii- 
ziority of this king ; and the younger being crump^ihoul- 
dered, Conde ufed to be a little farcaftic upon ìùm, 
threatening to fhave his uncourtly back into the faihlon 
with his fword. 

. It is' certain the Prince of Conde was very wild and 
profufe when young, but now he begins to take foberer 
meafures. During his father's life he was cdiled the 
Duke of Enguien. And, to refleél on the parfimohy of 
the old prince, he ufed to take feveral handfub of gold 
with one hand, and fill a purfe, fayii^, ** THia » my 
father's praélice»" Then he would turn the purfe nipfidc 
down w ith the other liand, and fcatterlng the gold ;unofig 
his favourites, would add, " This is my humour." 

Once as he was paffing on foot through a town in 
France, under his father's government, the chief magi- 
ilrate of the place, who was an old man, met him, and 
began to make an oration with the belt rhetoric he could; 
but the prince being in a frolicfome humour, took ad- 
vantage of a very low conge the old gentleman made him, 
and leaped over his head, and ftood ftill behind him. The 
magiflrate not taking any notice of this wild prank, turn- 
ed very gravely about, and addrefied himfelf with a new 
cjbeifaiice, but not fo low as the former. However, the 
nimble prince catched bim upon the half bent, and fctting 
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ill's hand upon the old monfienr's fhonlders, whipped over 
again the fecond time, which quite fpoiled his intended 
fpeccti, to th^ great direriìoft of all the fpeAatort* 

In his youth he wad mwch addiAed to women, and 
tbok^a particular delight in dehauching nuns, which ocea- 
ifeited the queen-mother to rcflea on him (bmething fati- 
ricaMy once, wh«n he informed her that the Swift foldicrs 
were guilty of great diforders, fome of them gettinf^ into 
tke tiH*nci'?C8, and violating the diaftky of thofe confe* 
crated fernnlc» •, for the queen replied, "If you had told 
me they broke into the wine-cellars, I would believe you, 
ibr the Swift "are all known drunkards ; but as for amonrt 
. with ndnd, nòne » fo likely to make them as the Duk^ of 
Enguicn." 

However, all that 1 have ftid hinders not but that he 
IS now ^ prudent man, a good general, and fortunate in 
Y«còvermg hia fo^rerefgn^s faitotir. 

In a word, thi» court isfo overjoyed- at the marriage of 
the King with the Infatnta of Spain, that they have no 
rocnn lelit for peevifh refentments. All crimes are forgi- 
-ven, and the devil himfelf would be welcome at the wed- 
éiagt provided he would be debonair and good com- 
paoy. • 

The nuptiab are only celebrated by proxy as yet ; but 
here are^vaft preparatioas making, for completing the ce- 
remony. 

What the iflue of this marriage and peace wiU be, it is 
xfot eafy to divine ^ but I doubt the Chriilians are hatch* 
iog evil againU the Ottoman Porte, in regard all the prin- 
ces in Buropeare coming to an agreement. 

lUuflrious Katmacham, let not this intimation pafs a- 
way as a dream ; for I tell thee again, theie infidels are 
plotting of mifchief^ 

Pari«, jft of the jth Moon, c? the Y^ar-ióóc, 
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; ' IX.— To ihefame^ 

1 BSi^iSYt *thMi wUt now receive Smoi me tke^arlicft 
riMTft of «. tmghty cittog£, a furprifiiig reroktion ia «fac 
l^i(h>fpOvcf|iinent; Know then, that he whom I. hftVQ 
lo^olMi flMMtioirad ujider the titk of King of the Sesii 
ilv«nf fonaer iettccs,. the eldeft fon and rightful heir of 
the BritiHi kingdoms, Charles II. is reftoredto the tfaiaoo 
^^ìàk òìàfOKj .without vbkncc or bloodihed^ by the uaa- 
rttmoM coa&nl mnà eorntft defire oi his fubjeéU. 

This young, prince has been an exile for twelve years in 
foreign courts» and .has beard of as many feveral alten^. 
^ tions in the ftate ofhis doqumons durigg hit i^feacc» every 
change producing a new form of government. The ve* 
bdis had run over all Ariftotle'a poUtici» and the variova 
models of Pkto» and other phslofophem who tr()atod of 
commonwealths» to find out fuch patterns as befti«iteé 
«ith the neocflkitt and geniue of that naUon... Tbcfè ìi 
not a Ijpectea of ariftocracy» democracy» and oligarchy»* 
whidi they did not put in pia£bÌGC» to fnppoit the frame 
of <that ^ofsnnnciit» whofc bafis they bad •femoved* £i>r it 
wtt.fouAikd on. a monarcby.cf a long ami hereditary ùbm 
fcent ; and therefore all their moft artificial contrivaacei 
were indSoftua^ asd diey m%ht as wdl bave endeavoured 
to mike buttoeffica im a eafik in the air» In a word» ibr 
EngUih^fcund themfdvea io disjointed and weakened by 
cyvJL wara» itaxes» ^md the other uftud effects of ufurpation 
a^d ifcyranny»iAait they had no other way k£k to lave their 
mtioD from.utfeer nan» but by bringti^ their lawi^ king 
bad^ again,: who is the angular lUae whereoa afl their 
welfare and intereil is built. 

. There is one thfng renuvkaUorin this tarn of Englifh 
affitirs, that their iovereign landed and made bis trium- 
phant entry into that ifland on. the anniverfiay day of his 
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birth ; which puts me in mind of what is generally dif- 
courfed here at Pans, that on the day of his nativitf 
tlicre wM fees a bright ftar ia the heaveoft wh«i the tm 
was juft above thf meridian. Brom hf ttce the a&roto- 
f^ft of thole times predi^d great thioga conìeetniuf 
kim ; WÈUÌ thqfe of the prefisnt age, who faavtt feea hja 
fortunate return to his Jungdoms» pre&ge yet groatcf: 
e«eots to come» 

God only knows what embryo» are in the womb of fb» 
tmhy, and we tatiflalraans have no reafon to rejosee at 
the pandear of any of thefe infidd prisces* Yet fudb à 
i^Q as that of a ftar appearing at lioon-day» juft over the 
place where a mighty queen w^s in labour with a prince» 
h» feonething in it extraordtnary, and fnU of promi&ig 
circumilances. It was an appearanee of this nature whidi 
tendered the yrth of the MeiHas fo illuftrious» though o« 
dierwife obfcure enough, when the eaftem magi, direéfced 
by fuch a ftar, came and found Mary the mother of Jefor 
in a ftabk, and the infant prophet lying m a manger^ in- 
ftcad of a cradle. So we are told that edipfes of the fun 
portend the misfortune or death of great pcrfonages» and 
that aU other prodigies, whether In heaven or estfth» have 
their proper itgni£cationé 

But whether the£e oybrva^osis- be true or no^ it it ceiw- 
tarn this late baniihed prince is returned with abundaucc 
<tf f|^endour and advantage to his native royal po&ffions $ 
and I thought it would be a grand n^le& ift me to let 
one pdliday paft before I: gave thee an «ccouot of a ye 
volution fo aflòaifhing to all Europe» and which is like txh 
give a new turn to tàea&ira of mod Chriftian prmees and 
ftatea. ^ 

Befides, I know there k aa mnbaflador ftom England 
refidiog at the auguft Porte» which determines the 
quan-ek of aU the nation» oi| earth» There aa aUb^ 
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abundance of Etiglsfti merchants iti the imperial city ;* 
tfeey may have feuds among one another j the intereft of 
fotne of them is joined with that of the Englifli rebels ; 
others are for their king ; tbei^efore, knowing of his refto- 
ration, thou wilt be better able to adjuft all matters of thief 
nature according to rcafon, equity, and the honour of the 
iiVajeftic Porte 5 for this king makes already a greater- fi- 
gure than any of his progenitors, and therefore his friend- 
ihip is not to be contemned. 

The c^re of thiefe things reft on thee, Mrho art the ti- 
oar's vkar^f the vicegerent of God; 

Paris, 3d of the. 7th' M^n, of thè Yean 56o. 



X.— ^To Me HE MET, an exile J Eunuch, at Cairo in Eg^pt. 

vJh that I were in one of the pyramids near the city 
where thou refideft, fhut up in tremendous darknefs, iii 
the moft obfcure and " horrible' vault of the royal pile ! 
that I might converfe with the ghofts' of Egyptian 
kings, hug demons in my arms, and run the gerit with 
hobgoblins, and all the fpirlts of the night, round the 
tomb of Cheops, or up and down the difmal galleries, 
©r in the neft of bats, fcreech-owls, harpies, and the reft 
of the winged monfters, the excreracntftlous fpawn of 
human fouls, or at leaft -the fuperfbctation ' of pickled 
carcafes, repófited there for- eternar mummies, fbme of 
them before Noah's flood, and the reft after, if the ftory 
be true. Ood knows whether it be or no ; that is no- 
thing to me ; but T have a ftrOng inclination to try what 
I can find in thbfe antique monrumcnts, after all the fearch 
of fo many travellers. T have a fpecific fort of melancholy 
tipon me, which cannot* be vented any other way than by 
keeping company with the dead, or having ten hundred 
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Xhoufand ugly rampant pirite dancing their tnferaal mea- 
fures about me, and grinning like baboons of heli. O 
God ! how it would fct me a-laughing ! An eDtertain* 
mefit of this nature would cafe my fpleea, and rcftore mt 
to a good humoiw. 

Are there no bebgs extant but thofe which arc every 
day €xpo(ed to our fenfcs ? or is nature poorer than the 
imagination of a mortal, which can form the ideas of an 
infinity of creatures that he never, faw? I am cloyed 
witìi the crambo of objeéts and joys which thefe narrow 
elements afford, and therefore would fain grope out ioDie 
new and untried world to find refrefhmeat in. 

But oh, my Mehcmet, when I look toward the hea- 
vensy and bdic^ the moon and ftars ; when my eye ia loft 
iti the boundlefs firmament, and my foul can find no II- 
itika to the univerfe ; then I fink into myfelf, full of hu- 
mihty and confufion, becaufe I have injurioudy reproaclied 
the Omnipotent, and caft obloquies on his works ; for all 
things appear admirably beautiful and perfeél, and the 
leaf^ atom is large enough to afford apartments for a thou- 
£and fouls. Every thing in nature is pregnant and full of 
pleafing wonders ; yet I cannot be free firom thefe hypo* 
chondriac fits at certain fcafbns. I am fometimea the 
faddeft and mod melancholy man in the world ; I take 
all things by the wrong handle^ look on them through 
hX(e optics, and yet perfuade myfelf I am in the right, 
and fee them in their true complexion. Such is the fatal 
japhiftry of thii black and itdlen.pai$oQ« it takes away 
«he gufi and reliih of the fweeteft enjoymcoits ; andjf 
l^e eiontagion could poffibly find admittance anu>ng the 
bleffcd above, furely it would render their paradife a hell, 
and would afford fome ground far the fiction of the an* 
eient poetSf who brought up the ufe of aepenthe among 
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the goàsf to «pfief^e lh«ir «bdifry aad put them ia a good 
humour. 

I knownot what that>^ok was i b^ I tdl. thce, mf 
{Hfpenthe 19 a gWV of good Languedoc wiae, which la aa 
rich» and far more delicious than the wines of Tenedoa 
^d . Mttylene* I once could boail of amother «ncthod to 
fubdue my m^bncboly» by giving battle tp my thpsugbta 
io^peo field; but now I am fain to haxrerecourCetoftratft^ 
g^maaad anibufcades» trepanning the ugly iudeousmonften 
9Ut of tbfir ftroQg Intreuchments and faftneiTes in the 
fpleen, by generous frolics with wÌBe« wpmen>. and^ipufic* 
I bury all carfi ia profooad Heep, the .cffc& of htilk and 
£v(iC dvi^kiftg/ji: «9^ tht^Q I awake as mrrry as a la^k, aa 
young p^ iifl bad been ia Medea's cauldroi^. 

What fignifies it to pretend fandity in oui^ words and 
exterior carriage» whilA at the fame time we are res^dy to 
but ft with malice, pride, ambition, avarice^, and a thou£u)d 
^re vicf » Ì Wh^^aiB wine, feaibnably drmkp eiifcs all 
thefe diftempers of the foul, makes a mifcr liberal, a cruel, 
man tender, a fpite^ul fellow kind ; i?iclts ftiff and haughty 
fpirits into a wonderful foftnefs aud complaifance ; in fincj^ 
it pu^s a lamb of a ÌÌ09, and changes ^ vidtune to a 
^n^ .purifying, and traos&nning iaols.into ^ Uwfw 
irkoUydi^ac* 

, Why then fhouli wc bei tied lo laws of morality, neve» 
praiSUfed b)i thofq who iQa<k,tbem ì All the philofofiheFi: 
^i^e. boon yoompanioAi, aad our holy prophet himfdf' 
juiiialisly 4di»nk tbev^iiot. of the &fe(git ; ovir empeigera andy 
gnli^e» do ikcj&mew The iov^ Dcafon why they forbid 
it to their fubjeds kti left ) th^y .(houtd grow too wifé,^- 
^tbàm^MiÉj^S.th^ y^ w«ne devat^ the 

^rits, ^nsboldena the heart,, .and Uwaafonaa a flaw to a 
\^ ia hw./owajconwat.. Bw ,wMfct.of. this^liquor, ail 
nations where the Tine grows not have found out one be->'. 
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▼«rage or aaotlMr» a» efficacious- to reliere melancholy, 
and drive away forrow from the heart. The Chmelc 
make wine of rioe : In my country they have another in- 
toxicating drink compounded with cef Uiia roots : The 
ùane is ufed in fome parts of Periià : In thefe weftern 
pronrinces» they brew divers forts •of ftrong Uquors of 
wheat» barky, honey, molaifes, and other ingredients; 
and they make wine of ^ppks, pears, cherries, currants, 
and moft fruits that grow. I tell thee, my friend, there 
is no Uving, unlefs we fometimes give nature a new fer* 
ment, to roufe her from her kes« 

• ' Yet let us praébfe a due mediocrity, remembering that 
God gave us thefe things for our health and refirefhrnent, 
and not for our banc* In a word» Mehemet, fet us be 
merry and wife. 
' IHuis, i6th oi the 8th Moon, of the Tear 1660. 



XI. — To Ham ET, Rtis Effendty Principal Secretary of the 
Ottoman empire, 

X HAva taken fome pains» toyned Qver a great many me* 
QN^ra df •Id courtiers, and converfcd with not a few aow 
Uving, who can remember the days of Henry IV. that fif 
X aiay ciQ^nply with thy order, aad oblige thee with fome 
temaiks on the life of that prince, who, though he fcad 
but a littk body, yet, Hke another Alexander, bad fo 
Xà9i a fold» a^ perfcmned fuch ilkillrioiitf adkioas, aa de^ 
krvedly fafteaed on him the titk of Grsat, and made hka 
be eftcemed* the arbiter of ail E^ropt^ . .. 

It is «bkrved of himt that? he was always unfortunatf 
|R his TOWS ; yet they rslate a pretty paflage of his firft 
Wife» Marsarei of VaÙs» "vAifEh fac«iato<<e«it»idiA that' 
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He was then a proteftant, and only King of Navarre, 
when the famous maffacre of Paris was committed^ with 
defign to murder him among the reft of his reh'gJon ; but 
being aware of this, when he heard the aflaffitis making 
toward his chamber, where he fat with the queen, he hid 
htmfelf under her garments, as (he fat in a chair. The 
villains ruftiing in, afked for the king : She, with a great 
aflurance of fplrit, told them, ** He went out from her' 
in a paffion," They, feeming fatisfied, went away without 
doing any farther hurt ; which occafioned a common jeft, 

** That Queen Margaret's fmoke faved King Henrj's 
life.'' 

• This woman was called the Minerva and Venus of 
France, on the fcorc of her learning and amours, never 
denying any thing to her lovers, and being fddom with» 
out men of fcience in her company. In a word,, Kiog 
Henry looked on himfelf as a noted cuckold, and fo 
gave her a bill of divorce. Her own mother, Katherine 
de Medicis, was called the Fourth Fury of Hell. 

It is recorded of this lady, that ihe praétifed much with 
wizards and magicians, who in an enchanted glafs fhowed 
her who ihould reign in France for the time to coinè. 
Firft appeared this Hemy IV. then Lewis XIII. next 
Lewis XIV. and after him. a pack of jefuits» who fhpuld 
aboliih the monarchy, and govern the nation thasvfelves. 
This^lafs is to be feen in the king's palace to this day. 

As for Henry IV.'s fecond wife, it is faid he never en- 
joyed- -a peaceable hour with her but when fiie was afleep. 
They often fought together, and (he fpared not fometimes 
to beat and fcratch him even in his bed, fo that he ha» 
been forced to 4^t^^^ ^^^9 ^^^ ^^ fan<^uary in ano- 
ther chamber, Thll^Mtpnnce waè taxed with ingratitude 
toward» hi» moft faitìifÙ fenrants, and want of liberality 
to dlL It va» a common faying of his predeceffor H^i- 
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ry III. ** That he (hared his kingdom with his loyal fcr- 
▼ants and fnends : " But Henry IV. loved not to part 
w^lth any thing which he could handfomcly keep. 

Yet he was very obliging to his miftrefles, and his paf* 
fioo for them carried him into many irregrularities. He 
-was fo deeply enamoured of one, that, to enjoy her, he 
O^ned a promife of marriage to her with his own blood, 
vrhich one of his favourites feeing, tore the paper in 
pieces. The king being incenfed at that, fwore by the 
belly of St Gris, (an ordinary oath with him) that this 
perfon was mad. •• Yes, (replied he) but I wifli I were 
the only madman in the kingdom ;" thereby receding 
on the king's extravagancy. . Another time he gave fifty 
tfaoufand crowns for one night's enjoyment of a lady. 

I have many years ago fpoke of the death of this prince 
in my letters to the minifters of the Porte. Now I will 
acquaint thee with one circumftance to "which I was then 
a* fttanger. 

It happened that the viceroy of Navarre was walking 
with feveral nobles in the meadows of Berne, a town un- 
der his jurifdiéUon, wafhed by the river Pau ; when, on a 
fudden, all the cows (of which there was a great number 
In thofe fields) ran violently into the river, and were tbere 
drowned. The viceroy being ailoniftied at this, as at a pro- 
digy, writ down the day and hour when it happened, 
which proved exadly the very fame time to a minute 
when Henry IV. was flabbed in his coach by RavaiUac, 
as the viceroy was foon certified, by difpatches whicE 
He received from the court, contsuning intelh'gence of that 
tragedy. 

AU this may be pure chance, lor aught I know, but 
tbere are abundance of fymptoms of fomcthing elfe. A^ 
for man, he is whoDy a ftranger tohimielf, and the fecret 
^icratiofis of his owa ibul are hid from tiitt. ^How 
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Xhta can he kftow the nattire of other things» oi«be fasnf* 
Early acquainted with the occult difpofitions of beafts ? 
The leaft worm or iwfeé^ baifles our fevered fcr utiny, «nd 
we are loft in the r|>ecu]ation of their embryo» ; the mod 
filent and inaoimate beings proclaim aloud theMly of oor 
boafted fcience ; every atom in nature ridfcules (mr bcft 
philofophy. Who then will pretend to unriddle the more 
uncommon myfteries of providence, or trace the footfteps^ 
of eternal dcftiny ? Hiftorians fpeak variouHy of thi» par* 
ricide. Some fay the villain waar approved of at the court 
of IRome» and that he was there ranked in the number of ' 
martyrs. It is certain he underwent as horrible a death 
as the wit of man could invent, to puni(h his ihatclde& 
trcafon i and it feems the judgres that examined him were 
either afraid or aihamed to divulge what they heard from 
his mouth» obliging themfelves by an oath to eternal fe- 
crecy. Ravaillac himfelf owned that he had twice be- 
fore attempted to kill the king, but was thruil back 
by one of his nobles, who fufpeéied fome ill deiiga in his 
k>oks. 

Sage Hamet, may God preferve our glorious fultan 
firom the rage of mutineers, from a Jewifli phyiician, and 
fnm- the common difafters of human life ; and the care of 
bis attendants will prevent the fudden ilrokes of a defpe- 
rate aifaflin/ 

Parii, ftóth of tke 8th Moon, of the Year 1660. 



Xll. — To MusTAPHA, Berber Aga* 

JL Nis city i^ now- as fidi of nolle and lights as feme ci« 
ties of Aiia are at an eclipfe of the moon, or as Conftan- 
tsnople is during the Fail of Ramezan. It is near mid- 
«ight, z^ yet here is fucb a mt^dley of Boifes» com*. 
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oihtU^ beat pf/dr^imBy. found, of trimagct?,^: and ott^er. 
mi)$c?il. >ii^ftrui>eAt% with ^the ilKm4ct; of . ik^-^oc]cet|». 
gii^4vM <MJb^r fire^wark^ jljbat a, ,bo4y .^^^Jd. tlink 
oiic',8 fipl^:iMHa)MttIeQr,afi^«. . . ^ 

» 'Jlb^ctoNion of all tU|i. 19» the.pubjic entry of the 
fim«fMr}'jed}luAg^an4.'t"fi^i< ^^ b^iPg the £ril time ihey 
ht^9C.{p€f^F^%fykQC,thc niytiak. Neither my tongue 
OTipea af&ahle to exprefs to the life the. inimitable pomp 
a»4*»aWJfi^Pce that have appeared toA^J in. the royal 
tsaii^ ^4ria the prepfU-atiqns which the c|ty^ made.. to 
r^oelve th&a. The luiUe of go^d», filv^r^ an4 precious^ 
%iM:f».da^zlfd'0|ie't eyes fr<Ha a)l parts; ^nd I could 
have wiihfd.for a muflulmaii army, to have l^ea at the 
id^^mder of fucb.immenfe nchcg; yet. there were foity 
thoufand of ^c ^^ens s^nd king's ^u^rdf^ ,ia ann» to 
augment ^hc, glory of the 4^^ 

The mqi^^rcb wit)i hi^ royal fpoufe appeared feated 
onji majeilic throne, all >glitt^ring with gold and dia- 
monds. It was raifed on high, and there were fevcral 
ftqpB or degrees to afcend up to it : On thcfc were pla- 
ced tke princes of the blood, the dukes and peers of the. 
Ttalqn, wit^ other grandees and nobles, as alfo princeflesA. 
ducheiTes, and ladies of the firft quality. 

It was at the foot of this throne there were made in* 
Qumerable fpeeches and congratulatory addrefTes by the 
prieils and nK>nks of all otders, by die ftudents ifl the 
academy^ and by the leverai companies of tradefinen :, 
^ut that which was mofl furprifing, a certain ilrange 
maid uttered fevcral orations in Latin, Greek, French, 
and Spai^fh, wherein flie magnififcd the king's heroic un> 
dertaki^igs, his wonderful fucceffcs, ^reat wifdom. and 
courage, with other virtues, which (he made the fubjed 
of her panegyric. She alfo no lefs extolled the queen's 
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;natch]efs beauty, the greatoefs of her birth, the royal 
cndo>\''ments of her mind, and concluded with refleftin^ 
on the joy of all Europe for this jUwftrious match, and 
alliance of two the raoft potent crowns in Chriftendom. 

She delivered herfelf with fuch an incompara^ grace 
and modcfty,^ as drew the eyes and ears of all that were 
prefent ; and it is faid the- king was extremely pleafibd 
with her, much more the «jueen, who had never before 
encountered io learned a female. 

The French ladies have for many years applied thcra- 
felves to the ftudy of languages and pliilofophy ; but It 
is not fo in Spain, where the men are too rigorous to the 
fair to allow them that liberty^ They are as morofe to 
women as the Moors, f^om whom a great part of that 
nation are faid to deHcend. - Ev«ry country in Eiiropc 
has fuffered mighty changes by the incurfions and con- 
l|uells of the Moors, Goths^ Huns, and Vandals ; fo that 
it is difficult to trace the original of any people in fuch .a 
hodge-podge of foreign blood ; neither have they any 
care of their genealogies, as we Arabians have in the 
Eaft. 

Illuflrious aga, though it signifies nothing to fpnng of 
a noble ftock, unlefs we inherit the virtues of our ancef- 
4orb, as well as their fplendid titles and eftates» yet it is 
both profitable and pleafant to have by us a regifter of 
our families, that, reading their chara6iers and heroic ac- 
tions, we may imitate their examples, and add to the glo- 
ry of the tribe from which we defcend* . 

rari», aóth of the 8th Moon,, of the Year 1660. 



XIII.— To Dgnet Oglou. 

1 KKow not whether I /hall finifli the' letter 1 begin, or 
if I doj whether it wfll be above groimd, or in the botfr- 
ek of the earth. Howcrer, I cannot forbear writing to 
thee, my dear friend, thòngh b«h the paper and I, with 
the houfe wherein I lodge, and all this beatitifal city, 
ooay, for aught I know, be tranfported to another re- 
gion before morning ; nay, it is poffible this very how 
may peopk Elyfium with a new colohy from France, and 
Paris may defccnd, with all her magnificent palaces, to 
the ifaades bdow, changing the banks of the river Seine 
for thofe of Acheron or Styx, and the refrefhing airs of 
Champagne for the choking fulphurs of helL In a word,' 
we have felt the menaces of a terrible earthquake this e* 
vening, but as yet hav« fuifered no damage. 

When 1 lived in Afia, an earthquake was almoft as 
conmion as .the yearly revolutions of ftittimer and winter, 
and w« took as. little notice of it as we did of lightning, 
hail, or rain ; befides, one mnfliilman encouraged ano-' 
ther, and the general faith of true believers confirmed in 
all, that we. ought to be refigned to God, and to the ap- 
pointments of Eternid Deftiny, whether it were for plea- 
fure or pain, good or evil, life or death : But, now X 
have been ib long difaled to thefe convidfions of tKe 
giobe (for I have not felt one above thefe two-and-twen- 
ty years), and am alfo fepatnted from the fociety of the 
faithful, that I am become like the reft of the worid, arid 
even like thefe infidels, timorous, aftoniihed, void of rea* 
fon, and of little or no faith. 

My mind at firft ftàggered as much as my body, when 
I was walking acrofs my chamber, and felt the floor rock 
under me with that fmgiilar kind of motion which no hu- 
man art or force can ijmitate. { foon concluded it waé 
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•n eaitiiquake, but kacw not bow to bear that thought 
with indifference* Dcatli ts familiar to me in any other 
%are but that of being' fo inrprìfingìf buried alive. It 
^pcaved bonible to fiok <mi a ftuldett into an unknown 
flave, I knew not wbither« Perhi^ I might fadl into 
iboie dark lake of warter« or, it nwf be, I might- be 
dre&cbied in a river of fire» or be daflied on a rock $ for 
«dio can tell the di^fition of the caremt bdow, or what 
iiwt of apartmontt -we ihail find under the fnrfiu;e of die 
^rth Ì We walk on the battlements of a manrcBoos 
ftrudure» a globe fuU of tremendous iecrets ; and whe- 
ther Nature or Deftiny, Providence or Chance, occafion 
fhe rtkptures^ttaic we fiiad are made in divfcrs piuts of tiie 
Cl|rthy it matters not much, (o long as we are m dai^^ 
of tumbling in« Such a terrible fall would put the beft 
philofopher in the world out of humour, and fpoil all his 
ivafimin^. « I am fure it would vcjc me, thus in a trice to 
be phmdond of mj thoughts } which makes me mher 
wondcritf the vanity of Empedocks, if he threw hkAM 
iato the fiaming cfaafm of Mount JEtna, only for the 
fake of being efteemed a god (as the common repoit is)^ 
or gives me leafon to oondode he had ibme . other end in 
his venturaus leap, fince it u not probalde that empty 
tmif could be efteemed by tk^ great fiige as his final 
h^piuefi. A aweh eafier way had Ariftotle^ who, dif* 
giifled at Jos ignorance of die fios and reiux of the lea, 
ifarrwhimfelf in, to put an end to his difquifitioss, if the 
Aery be true $ but I can hardly believe the ftagyrite was 
f|l«k «, foflJ» I guefs of other men according to the ex- 
perience I have of myfelf. I am as little felicitous about 
death as any maxi, yet I fhodd be unwilling to huri my- 
UU out of ^', world headlong, without a firm or a tefta. 
I leve new experiments, but am not very fond of fuch as 
lake bom ua BvecoveraUy the means of trying any more. 



We had new« here of an earthquake which bar orer^ 
thrown part of the Pyreoean m^ontainsy fome days 'fae« 
fore this ha|^ned at Paris» but few regarded it* Cain* 
mities at a.difb»iee frighten nobody» yet tibofe whkh we 
feel put ua all in tear». For my part, it has tltls effieft 
on me, that I am improved in my careleibefs» and bo< 
come fearful of nothbg ; and I think there is rtdba oé 
my fide» fince all my care» apprehenfion» and forecaft^ 
can never defend me from the underminings of the Om^ 
nipoteot. 

Paris, 15th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1660. 



XIV.-— 7i Ham ET, Reis Effendi» Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

JLiet not the diftance of time between my letters prompt 
thee to eondude I forget my duty» or that I am cardeft 
to oblige fo iHuftrious « friend. I have many oUigationr 
to difcharge» and ti^enefore endeavour to hu(band my 
hours to the beft advantage» and fo to divide my dif- 
patches» that the Grand Signior may be fcrved» the di- 
van informed of all material emergencies» and the expec- 
tatiosis of each minifter gratified. 

As to the reign df Lewis XIII. it wa» fliared faccef« 
fively between the Marefchal df Ànere» the Duie of Luf 
ines» and Cardinal Rlchlieu. The firft was the queen*» 
mother's favourite ; .the fecond was the king^sv^s for 
the third» he was abfolutc mafter both of kinj^» qtieèn»^ 
and kingdom, "7 

During the king's minority, indeed» Queen Mary *de^ 
Medicis» the reliél of Henry IV; took the TCgcocy into 
her own hands» i^id^managed l|dngs in anarbitmy man» 
ser ; but the prmces of the Uood» with odi^ gvandeesy* 
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Aot ?b)e to brook the gpovernment of a woman, confpii-cd 
agalnil ber. Among tbefe were the Prince of Conde, 
father to the prefiaut prince, and the Duke of Bouvillon : 
The former was a bold man, and durft do any^tbing that 
was brav^: ; the latter was a cunning ftatefman. 

Tbcy caballed not fo privately, but the queen-mother 
was acquainted with their meetings, and the Diike of 
BouviUon was the firft who knew his party was betrayed. * 
This intelligence was brought him from affured liand», 
whilft he was fitting with the Prince of Conde and other 
nobles at the place of their private rendezvous ; where- 
upon he acquainted them with it, exhorting all to ab- 
fcond immediately^ leil they (hould be feized on the fpot: 
But they retorting, that the queen would not venture on 
an a6lion of fuch dubious confequence, he ftarted up, and 
took his leave of t:hem, with thefe words, " My lords, 
you p:iay fpllow your own counfel j I will immediately 
to horfe, and efcape to Sedan in my (lockings, where, if 
they make me wear out a pair a^ an exile, by Heavens I 
will make them wear out a thoufand pair of boots.*' 

Jlis words came to pafs, and the effed was a diminu- 
tive civil war, when the queen was forced to raife an ar- 
my to reduce this prince to obedience, the reft of his par- 
ty being imprifoned as foon as flie heard of his flight, 

Whilft thefe difturbances laftcd, the Moors were ex- 
pelled out pf Spain, to the number of fix hundred thou- 
fand. Part of thofe who lived toward the maritime coafts 
went by fea into Afric ; the reft, whofe refidence was^ 
farther within land, fought a pafiage over the Pyrenean 
mountains, and fo through the fouthern proìùiìces of 
Franc?» offering. a ducat a-head to the viceroy ex Na- 
varre for their fafe cqndud. He, out of curiofity, com- 
ing to fqe thefe travellers, and beholding them ragged 
and alnaoft naked, with vi&ges like, ghofts, took pity on 
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tkem, aftd ga?e them . liberty of paiTage gratis, faymg, 
" God forbid I (hould extort fo much money from thcTe 
mifei-able wretches, wbo aie abandooed ta the. wide 
world/' 

But it fecips his companion was needlefs-; for thefe 
muflulmaus were too. cunning fox him, having thtir ftqua- 
lidt torn garments, qMÌhed ail over with gold and preci- 
ous flonej? ; which occafioned all people to ridicule the 
viceroy's eafinefs, and to call him the fiiend of the Gi- 
beoDites» 

I fhould appear too partial in relit 6i:ing fatirically on 
thi» prince, whofe generofity defcrves praife ; yet I can- 
not b»t fmile at tlie craft of the Moors, whereby they 
not only efcaped paying the accuftomed tributes of paf- 
fengers, but alfo blinded thefe infidels, and took from 
them the fufpicion of greater riches, which, if they had 
once known, perhaps not a Moor (hould have carried a 
piece of money along with him into AFric. 

This paCTage feemed worthy of thy knowledge, fince 
it in .part refcmblcs the famous departure of the Ifraelites 
out of Egypt, though it comes fnort of the robbery and 
plunder which they committed on the inhabitants the 
day before they began their journey. However, this 
ilory may afford thee fome divertifcment. 

As to the Marefchai d'Ancrc, the queen's favourite, 
in his life and death he was compared t-o Sejanus, being 
«[ualitied with the like virtue» and vices, and haviiig much 
the fame fortune ; his body, after -having been dragged 
about the ilreets by the rabble, was at laft torn to pieces. 
If thou^ouldil know how the Duke of Luines ob- 
tained the king's favour, it was by ingratitude ; for when 
he and his brother were firil brought to Court, they were 
both fo poor, that they bad but one cloak between them, 
and for that rcafon could not go abroad together ; yet. 
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being recommended to the king by a certain ttoyeman 
for excellent falconers, they were received into faroar ; 
but they abufed the kindnefs of their patron, and, infinu- 
atlng malicious things into the king's ear againft the no- 
bleman and his family, caafed lum to be banifhed from 
the court ; after which they managed all things. 

Then fucceeded Cardinal Richlieu in the chief mini- 
llry, of whom I have faid a great deal in my former let- 
ters to the grandees of the Porte, and thou wilt find 
them in the regifter. I will now add what I neter men- 
tioned before, that he was very ambitious t« be thought 
a good judge of verfe. He gave to one poet, for a witty 
conceit on his coat of arms, two thoufand fequins, though 
it was but a verfe of fcven words ; another he promoted 
to an ecckfiaftic dignity worth a thoufand a-ycar, .for 
comparing him to th& pr'tmum mobile; but he caufed a 
third to be kicked out of doors for. his obftinacy in de- 
nying to alter a word of his poem which the cardinal dif- 
liked. 

This minlfter was very revengeful, and, amongft other 
^ffefts of his temper, none was more taken notice of or 
reflefted on than the death of Monfieur de Thou, whom 
the cardinal cut off for no other reafon but becaufe his 
father, in a general hiftory which he wrote, had repre- 
fented one of Richlieu's anceftors under a very ignomini- 
ous and abominable figure. That hiftorian was the re- 
nowned Thuanus, of whom I fuppofe thou haft heard. 

As to King Lewis XIII. himfelf, he was efteemed a 
great diifembler, accuftomed to carefs thofe with more 
than ordinary endearments whom he dcfigned fuddenly 
to ruin ; whence it grew to a proverb in his time, at the- 
Fi*ench court, when they faw any nobleman fmiled on, 
to fay, ** His bufinefs is done.** It cannot be denied 
that this prince Bad a great fpirit, and fome wlfdom ; yet 
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he was Qbferved to take delight ia many petty anions 
uabecoming royal majefty. He would ipefui' much of Uis 
time in painting» and ^ehd for the moft famous inallers 
in thai art tQ view his works : An equal inclination he 
(bowed to muiic ; and fometimes he wa» ambitious to be 
thought a good cook> Once he made a great pafty with 
his own hands, filling it with venifon only fit for the 
moutbs of infidels, viz. the defh of dogs, wolves, and 
fpxes, with ether abominable animals, of which it is not 
lawful for a true believer to tafte. This he caufed to be 
ferved up to table, at a feail which he made to fome of 
his courtiers, who, to honour the king's handiwork, eat 
greedily of the horrid difh, and highly praifed his fkill, 
whilll he diverted himfelf with laughing at them. He 
had many other fuch freaks as thefe, which rendered him 
contemptible and ridiculous to the grandees of his king- 
dom. In a word, he was more reverenced abroad than 
at home ; and this was owing to the condu6l of Cardinal 
Richlieu, who was juftly efteemed the very genius of 
France. 

Illudrious minifler, all that I have faid of this monarch 
fpeaks him but a man ; and nobody is wife at all times : 
But ^hc follies of princes are more confpicuous than thofc 
of meaner perfons. 

Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1660. 



XV. — To Ma HUM MED, in the Defart. 

JVIay the angel of peace pitch his pavilion at the en- 
trance of that blefTed cave where thou refidefl ! May thy 
foul feel calm and undifturbed joys, and for ever repofc 
in divine tranquillity, whilil the reft oi the world are mo- 
lefled.with perpetual cares and fears, broils and enmities, 
FoL FI. c 
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{yaffioiis wlthiny and furies without ; in a word, whilfi: 
they are always in danger of one anothcf, of themfelves, 
and of the ckmènts which compound their, nature. 

O man, highly beloved of God, favourite of the an- 
gels, care of Heaven, and the fingular darling of Provi- 
dence 1 the palm of «n almighty hand is extended under 
thee when thou fitte ft down or walkcA, always ready to 
fnatck-thee up from the calamities which threaten this 
lower world, and lift thee to paradife^ where the afiem- 
bly of the juft wait for thy prefence. 

There has been an earthquake lately in thefc parts, 
which has put all France into a great conftemation, filo- 
ni fhed «very body, and incrcafed the though tfulncfs of 
the wife. The firft effects of it were felt by the inhabit- 
iM»ts of the Pyrenees, which are certain mountains divid- 
ing France and Spain. There it did great mifchief, over- 
whelming fonlip medicinal baths,' many houfes, and de- 
ftroying hundreds of people. Only one mofque, or 
church, which funk into the caverns below^ was thrown 
up again, and ftands very firm, but in another place. 
This is looked upon as a ^eat miracle, efpecially by the 
» French,' who, for aught I know, may cenfure partafly, 
favouring their own intereft, m regard this church has 
been difputed betvreen them and the Spaniards, each na- 
tion claiming right to it, as ftariding before cx'aéUy on 
the frontier lint ; but now their quarrel is inconteftibly 
decided, for it is removed by this convulfion of the globe 
near half a league from its former fituation, which is fo 
far within the acknowledged limits of France. This the 
French pricfts magnify as an a|)parent proof of the juf- 
tice of their pretenfions, and the people feem very will- 
ing to believe it. 

As for me, I have another opinion of earthquakes, 
and am perfuaded that they afe as natural as the winds^ 
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which no man knows how to draw into any party or fac- 
tionj unlefs we believe the ftorics of the Lapland witches. 
I am pcrfuaded that this globe is ,much more ancient than 
the generality of mankind imagine it to be, that it has 
undergone various changes by the predominance of fire 
and water, and that it is now battening towards another 
revolution. I believe the central fire has eaten its way 
aUnod to the furface, and kindled all the mines o^ fui» 
phur and other inflamn^able matter which it meets vrith 
in its circular afcent ; thefe corroding, and daily con- 
foming their own vaults, approaching alfo fometimes too 
near the vaft receptacles of fubterranean waters which He 
nearer the furface, overlieat thofe lakes, which being thus 
rarefied into vapours, and pent up in the hollow of the 
globe^ ftrive to break forth witli immeciis violeacc, which 
caufes that heaving and rocking of the fuperficies that 
fo terrifies mortals : But then tlve caufe is very deep and 
far from us ; for where the furface is (hallow, in fuch paf- 
fions of the gl<^be, the ca^th commonly breaks aod tum- 
bles in, with whatfoever is upon it ; nay, whole cities 
fometimes have been thus fwallowed up. And the dan- 
ger is eafily foreknown, by a fhort fnatching and trepi- 
dation of the ground, houfes, trees, men, and everything 
within its reach ; for then the convulfion k generally fa- 
tal : But where the motion is heavy, grave, and regular, 
it IS a fi^ that both the fource and the danger of it are 
' far off : And this is fo much the more evident, by bow , 
much farther the earthquake is felt above ground ; for 
flie nearer any (tich paffion happens to the centre, it mnft 
be granted that its force is extended the wider on the 
circumference. This depends on a mathematical demon- 
ftration, and there need» no more be faid to thoc ^o 
art confummate in the Tcicnccs. 

- What I eftccm a due refleélion op this is, thitt Òioagh 

c 2 



52 LETTERS WRITTEN. BY Vol. Vf. 

there be no peril in thefe remote earthquakes, yet we 
know not how foon they will come nearer to us, neither 
can we b^e affured where or when they will happen, or 
how far they will reach. It follows, therefore, by a na- 
tural confequence, that fince thefe things are unavoid- 
able, and all the wit of man cannot invent a means to 
cfcapc finking into the bowels of the earth, where it 
breaks in, we ought to be carelefs and indifferent what 
death we die, and only be folfcitous to live like men, that 
is, according to reafon ; for whether our fouls furvive or 
no, it will be comfortable to expire in peace, and full of 
our own innocence. 

Paris, 5th of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1660. 
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' LETTER l.^To the Fenerahk Mufti. 

xIere is now like to be a great change at this court : 
Cardinal Mazarini is dead. He died at the CafUe of the 
Wood of Vinciennes on the ninth of this moon, havii^ 
been fick a long time. There happened a great fire at 
the Louvre, (fo they call the king's palace in this city) 
about five weeks ago, which obliged the cardinal, who 
lodged there at that time, to remove to his own houfe 5 
from whence, for the lake of the air, he was advifed by 
his phyficians to go to the aforefaid caftle ì but all ia 
vain ; for death, which finds accefs into the flrongeft for- 
treifes, purfued him thither, and led him in triumph to 
the region of filence and forgetfolnefs, who made fo great 
a noife and bufile in this our world* 

It is reported that a certain aftróloger foretold him he 
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ùiovlà die in this moon : But the cardinal gare no credit 
to Lim, though one would think be had fome rcafoa to 
beUere him in this, for the fake of a former predi<:^on of 
his conceruing the Duke of Beaufort. I have mention- 
ed this prince» and the enmity that was between Maza- 
noi and hira, which occafioned the duke's impnfosment 
in the CahJe of the Wood of Vindennes. During his 
icCkiainty the aforementioned aftrologer gate it out in 
Paris, that the duke (hould efcape out of prìfon precifely 
on fuch a day. The cardinal being informed of this, 
waited till the day came, de%ning to puni(h the aftrolo- 
ger as a cheat, or at leail to expofe him for an ignorant 
pcrfon : To which end he ient for him, and upbraiding 
him with prefumption and folly, in that the day was now 
come, and yet the Duke of Beaufort was iUll a prtfoner, 
~ without any hopes, or fcarce a poffib3ity of efcapng, 
ordered him to be fent to the BaflQc. But.the a&rolo* 
get, addrefOng himfdf with much fubmiflion and earneft- 
neis, fpoke ta this tfk€t : ** May it pleafe your emi- 
nence only to relpitc my fentence till to-morrow, and 
then hang me» if you do not find that I have fpoke truth. 
.The day which I foretold is come indeed, but it is not 
paft. A courier will foon convince you tuat I have not 
iludied this fcioice in vain." The cardinal, moved with 
thefe words, only confined the ailrologer in a chamber of 
his own palace : Ax\à the next day he received an exprefs 
which gave him an account of the duke's eicape, aod the 
manner of it, viz. that on. tiie day before, he had let 
himfelf down by a ladder of ropes into the calile ditch, 
and was no more .to be Ceen or heard of. Thus the 
adrologer efcaped the cardinal's revenue, . and got much 
fame at the court, which was increafed by the cardinal's 
death falhng out exactly acgording to his prediction. 
This minifter was a very fubtle man ; and Cardinal 
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RicUicu uftd to fay of bJixiy ** That if he were minded 
to pat a trick on the devil, he would only fet Mazaiinl 
to work." Therefore he made him his cooEdent, io- 
itruded him In all fecrcts of the French court, the art of 
goveriimenty and on his deathbed rtcommendcd hifo to 
the king, aa the fitted man to fucceed him in the ma- 
nagement of the pubh'c. He was after the death of 
Lewis XIII* at firft oppofed by feveral grandees, but 
:the queen's authority, and that of the Friiice of Conde, 
fupported him ; whence aro£e a common proverb in 
thole days, ** The queen pennits all, the cardinal com- 
mands all, and the. prince puts all in exccation :" For 
this lafl had then the office of generaL 

This miniiler was not cfte^med £a covetous a» his pre- 
dcceifor, yet he heaped up vaft txcafures, part of which 
he beftowed in siagnificent buildinga and furmtfkrc, the 
reft he fient into Italy to his father, who, aftonifhed at 
the prodigious quantities of gold he received, ufed to fay, 
** Sure it nuns money in France !" However, he made 
himfielf odious to the fubjeds of this nation by his^ con- 
tinual oppreffions, aad they are glad he is gone. 

It is a byword at Rome, when any pope dies, to lay, 
** No«v the dog is dead, all hi» malice is buried with 
him :" Bnt I dotibt it will not prove true in the court 
of France at this jun^ure ; for the king will either find 
a mintftcr equal in fubtilty to the d«ceafed cardinal, who 
fhall fupply his place, or he will take the adminiftration 
of a&irs into his own hands. Be it which way it wiB, 
we are like to fee the (ame maxims purfued, fo long as 
Caidinal Richlieu's memoirs are in being, who firft taught 
this cmwn to uaderftand its own ftrength. 

Paris, 14th of the 3d Mood, of the Year 1661. 
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II. — To the VisiER AzEM, at tie Porte, 

L HAYS fent a «llfpatch %o the mufti» acquainting him 
with the death «f Cardinal Mazartoi, firll minifter of 
ftate, and the gpreateft favourite that cverlived« Now I 
wffl mfonn thee of fome pafiages which I omitted in mj 
letter to that veneraUe prelate. It is neceflary for nrie 
thus to diftrihute my intelligence» with a due refpeéb to 
the different qudity of my fuperion. 

Thou» I fappofe» wilt require fome account of hit 
difpofieloR and morali, with foch a charaé^er as may 
render this great genius familiar to thy knowledge. 

He fecmed to place his chief haj^Inefs in aggrandifing 
his mailer, whom he ferved with a zeal fo pure and dif- 
intcrcftcd, a loyalty fo uncorraptiblc, and by fuch regu- 
lar methods of prudence and policy» as if in his days 
nothing were to be counted virtue or vice, but what ei- 
ther favoured or oppofed the King of France's intereft. 
He was of a happy conftitution for a courtier» being by 
nature debonair» complaifant» affable» and of a fweet de- 
portment ; yet experience and art taught him to improve 
thefe advantages to the height of difihnulation. You 
flioukl fee courtefy and extraordinary goodnefs flowing 
into every featufe of his face ; you fhould hear words 
breathing from his mouth» like the foft benedi^ions of an 
angel ; yet at the fame time his heart gave the lie to 
both. He meant nothing lefs than that a man (hoaUL 
find him as good as his word : He was ever ready to 
promife any thing that was demanded of him» but in 
performance flow, and full of exoufes ; frugal of bis 
prince's money» and liberal of his own ; magnificent in 
his buildings, and the furniture belonging to them ; aim- 
ing in all things to exceed other men his equals» and in 
fo;ne to furpafs even mighty princes his fuperiors. la 
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a word, he was accompliihed with al! quaL'ficatioiis rc- 
qiiifite in a fortunate courtier and a good ftatefman. 

Yet after aU, this fublime genius yielded to death, but 
not like common mortals : He died altogether like him- 
lelf, without fo much as changing that fettled grravity 
9iid ferene air of his face, as had been remarkable daring 
kis life. He made the king hdr of his eftate, and be- 
queathed abundance of legacies. 

To fay all in brief ; if he was great in his life, he was 
much more fo in his de<rth, mingling his laft breath witb 
the fighs and tears of the king, who lamented his de^ 
par ture with the mourning of a fon for a father. 

Paris, a6th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1661. 



HI. — To Pe STELI Hali, hU Brother^ Ma/ltr of the 
Cufloms at Conjlanùnople. 

JL ESTERO AY a difpatch came to my hand from a very 
remote part of the earth : Our couiin Ifouf fent it from 
Aftracan, a famous city for traffic, formerly belonging 
to the Grim Tartars, but now ia the poffefiion of the 
Mufcovites. He has been there a confiderable time, 
finding profit by mcrchandife ; for there is a vaft rcfort 
to that city from China, Indoftan, Perfia", Mulcovy, and 
other provinces of Europe and Afia. The roads to it 
are daily covered with the caravaa^ of trading people ; 
and the river Volga can hardly fuilain the innumerable 
multitude of veficls that tranfport paflengers with their 
goods backwards atid tbrwards between Aftracan and the 
regions round about the Cafpian Sea, into which that 
mighty river difcharges itfelf. 

Ifouf is ingenious, and has pitched upon fome ad van- 
ts^geous way cf enriching himfelf, which ten^pts him tQ 
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take up kis aliode in that city, and there cod. his trateUv 
or at leafl he will rcpofe himfclf there till foitime pre- 
iciits him with a fairer opportunity of increafisg fai# 
wealth. 

In the mean time» 1 perceive by his letter that be gets 
money apace, lives very lu^pily, and has the vnt to keep 
kimfelf lìnee firom the yoke of marriage, which embar- 
lafled him fo mach formerly. He foon pot that tronbk- 
ÙMMÈC wife out of his mind, after he had divorced her ; 
and he never £ukd to gpratify himfelf wkh new amoim 
wherever he came in his travela. He writes very comi- 
cally, and I cannot forbear fmiling, when he tells me he 
has had as many concubines as the Grand Signior, by 
which thoo wilt perceive that Ifouf is much addiékcd to 
gallantry. He &ai^y confeflies, that he firft learned 
this mode of loving at large in Perfia, efpecially at K- 
pahan, where he (ays it is a mark of honour for a man 
to be good at intriguing with the ladies ; and he is called 
a Turk, by way of difgrace, who frequents not -every 
evening the gardens and houfes of plcafure in the (uIk 
iirbs. But he adds, that in India the 13>erty of courfe* 
11^ women is much greater, and that the very nature 
of that climate difpofes a man to this foft paffion. In 
n word, our amorous kinfman retain^ the bmc homoar 
ikilL 

Yet this does not hinder him from pto&cuting hir ne* 
cefiàry afiairs with dil%ence and alacrity. He difpatched 
a bafineb for me at Archangel in Ruifia, and .another at 
Mofcow, very dexterouHy, which convinces me that he 
is not k(s fedulous and careful in things whkl\ concern 
himfelf. He fays the Mufcovites are. the greateft drunk- 
ards in the world ; their chief and moft beloved h'qoor is. 
what the French call the Water of lafe. It is a chemi- 
cal drink, extra^ed from the kes of wine or other ftrong 
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beverages, fiich as thou koowdl is common axaimg the 
Greeks, Armenians, and Franks in tte Levant. When 
tbe Mufcovites are once got into a houfe where this nec- 
tar isr foldy and are a little warmed and elevated with k, 

' they will not depart till all their money is gone; nay, they 
wiU pawn their very garments from their backs in a fiso- 
Uc, rather than want their dofe of this inebriating ùnS, 
and go out ftarfe naked in the coldeft weather, that .&, 
fall afleep in the open ftreets, and yet are never the woHe 
for it wheftthcy awake, but go to their daily work with 
the greater ardour ; for it is only the common people are 
guilty of this extravagance : As for the- gentry and no- 
bility, they are more clofe and referved in their drunken 
debauches. - * 

The Mufcovites, according to the charaAer he gives 
me of them, are a very rude and unpoliihed people, furly 
foone another, and exitrcmcly rugged to ftrangcrs: They 
delpife all other nations in the world, and fay it is im- 
poffible for any man to go to heaven who has not a Muf- 

'Covite foul in him. They profefs the Chriftian religion, 

-and were formerly of the Greek church ; but now they 
have feparated themfelves, and fet up a patriarch of their 
own, to whom fo gi?eat a veiieriition is paid, that the em- 
peroi^ hknfelf holds his ftirrup ^en he mounts on horfe- 

^back. J 

■ Brother, I defire thee to fpeak advantageouily of Ifouf 
tO' the ilhiftrious Kerker Ha€an, and to the other baflas 
of the bench» He will be a ferviceable man to the Grand 
SigAior, if encouraged by fome place of honour and pro- 
fit. I wiih I could fay the fame of our coufin Solyman; 
but he is too 'wife ki his own conceit* 

Dear Pefteli, exeufe my abniptnefs ; for . y hours arc 
divided between the Service I"owe«to the fultan and the 
affeélion I bear my friends. 
Paris, 7tli of the 5th Moon^ of ^c Year i66h 
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IV. — To Orchan Cab et, Student in the Sciences ^ and 
Penfioner to the Sultan, 

M, HATJB heard of tky fame» and the manner of thy èoa^ 
▼erOoa to the law brought down from heaven ; bow that 
from a Chriftian prieft thou art become a Muffubnan ab» 
daQa, that is» a bdiever aftd fenrant of the True God« 
May thy reward, bodi here and hereafter, be, accofding 
to thy integrity in this change of hitk and rehgion ; foi^ 
hypocrites are neither acceptable to God nor man ^ yet 
ittofi men are profelyted for interest f«"', or o|her hu* 
man regards ; and in the fenfe of the Chriftians» thou 
knoweil a renegado and a villain are reciproca terms. 

The infupportable miferies of fervitude tempt many to 
embrace circumcifìon, which at once fets them free, and 
often puts them in a condition to mend their fortunes» 
and live more happily than they did even before they 
were captives ; whHil ambition and avarice are prevailing 
motives with others in more prefperous eircumftances to 
be of the Grand Signior^s religion» that fo they may rife 
in his favour, and obtain feme comiiderablé preferment at 
the court, or office m the army, like the ancient Md- 
chites among the Chriftians» who were fo called becaiife 
they always profefled the faith of the Grecian emperors» 
without examining whether it was orthodox or no ; a- 
fort of religious paraiites» who would be any thing lo 
ferve their own intereft, and adore the devil h]mfelf».pr)Oi> 
vided their fovereign fhowed them an examplkw 

Yet after all there arc fomc who change their ^gioa 
m pure fincerity, only compelled thereto, by the dint of 
exakcd reafon and motives ef' virtue ; Such as thefc are 
thinkfng<|(rrii, perfons of bold fpirits» who dare cail in 
qaefiion diHrtraditions of their fathers» examine the prinf> 
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ciplcs in which they were educated, difpute every things 
and bnng Ui to the ftandard of natural truth. 

I rqjoice to hear that thou art one of this charaéker, 
and not in the number of countcifeits or bigots; for fuch 
bring no. credit to the religion they en^bra^e, but rather 
a fcandal. Yet the anris of the muniécent Porte are opea 
to receive all wlio profefs that God is One^ and that Ma* 
hornet is his apoftle^ leaving the fcrutiny of their inten- 
tion lo him who fearches the heart. 

Thy learning gives thee fair oj^rtunities of doing 
good.; put it to a right ufe ; convince the infidels» whom 
thou haft forfaken of their errors ; conErm the true be* 
lie vers in the faith without blemilh. 

Do this by difcourfe, by writing» and by thine own 
exemplary hfe, which laft will prevail above ten thouiand 
eloqutnt fermons. 

. In a word, (how thyfelf a true and faithful follower of 
the prophet on earth, and God will tranflate thee to- hit 
company in paradife, where Mofes will introduce thee» 
Jcfus will entertain thee with joy, and all the one hon^ 
dred and twenty-four thoufand prophets will welcome 
thee to the pleafures which know no end. 

Paris, «ift of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1661. 



V. — To the Muftì. 

^^ E are apt to admire feme ftrange paflkgei which we 
find recorded in ancient hiftory, and whofe truth is out 
of the reach c^ any mortal to prove ; yet we flight the 
iniracles which are before our eyes, evident matters of 
faéi, which nobody can contradiél. Whence this (hould 
proceed I know not, unlefs it be fix>m a natural kind of 
irowfinefs UK the foul common to the greateft part of 
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men, like the fleep of thofe who cannot fo foon be awa« 
kened by the loaded noifei they are accuftomed to, as 
by the Coft and ftiil ideas of a ftrange dream : So we re« 
gard not the thtngt to which we are daily habituated, 
thoogh in themfebres never fo prodigious, whilft we ftarde 
and are amazed at the moft ordinary relations of antiqui- 
ty, only becaufe they are novel to us, and we were not 
eye^witnefTcs of the things themfelves* 

I formerly fent a letter to Cara Hali, the fultan's phy* 
fician, wherein I mentioned feveral phyficians of Arabia, 
who, in paft ages, were eminent for fome ren»arkable 
cures ; but I tell thee, not one of them could match the 
King of France's fuccefs in curing an epidemical diftem- 
per, which they call the King's Evil. The general fymp- 
toms of this malady, are certain fwcUings in the face» 
neck, or other parts of the body, fometimes accompani- 
ed with blindnefs, deafnefs, lamenefs, and other imper- 
fections. Thofe who are troubled with this difeafe flock 
to the king's court at certain feafons of the year, and 
being introduced intp his prefence, he only touches the 
part aifeéied with his hand, and an infallible cure fol>^ 
lows. 

They (ay this gift has been inherent in the kings of 
France for many generations, and the prieils magnify it 
as a great miracle. But i tell thee, all the prodigy, in 
my opinion, lies in the (Irength of the people's imagina- 
tion, which thou knoweil works half the cure in' many 
diilempers. The prieils (land by the king, whilfl he 
touches the fick ; they repeat their gofpel, and ufe cet^ 
tain prayers and exorcifms, being vefted all in white like 
magicians. Tbefe ceremonies are performed with a* 
bundance of. gravity, which flrikes an awe into the cre- 
dulous patients; and to render the bufinefs yet more 
myfterious, whereas other phyficians take -money of the 
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ficky this royal JESaàapiaa beflows a piece of gold an 
twcrj one whom he touches, which they are obliged to 
wear abont thdr necks as long as they Inre. Now, whe- 
ther the charm lies in the gMy or the king's touch, or 
the prayers and cereraooirs of the pnefts, or, finally, io 
the patient's fancy^^^it matters not much : This is cer* 
tain» that thoufsnds who come to the king's feet very 
much difordered by this eTil, find a fenfibk alteration in 
their bodies before they depart from his prefence, and in 
a few hours, or days at mofi, are perfedly recovered* 

Perhaps the kings of France have fome magical or 
phyfical tin^re in their blood, or it may be they have 
found out the philolbpher's ftone fo much talked of, and 
delivered it down to their pofterity, as a part of the royal 
inheritance, which enables the prefenl king to do fb ma- 
ny prodigious things both at home and abroad, in peace 
and in war, befides his part in curing tliis flcknefs. I am 
no Roficruciaa, nor very fond or credulous of miracles, 
yet I often wonder at the treafures of this monaich, 
which appear inexhauftible. But the ways of kings are 
fccret, and he of France is (ingular in his myfterious me- 
thods of growing rich and great : Neither do all his 
niagntfieent expences feem to dimioifh his wealth. The 
King of Sweden has been his penfioncr ever fince he be- 
gan to reign, and millions of French g(Ad are drfperfed 
asMBg the Germaia princes. 

Thefie things caufe his fubjeeis to defcant variotiily ; 
bat I refer them to thy oracnlous judgment, whofe (ingle 
tefta is often thoufand times more worth than the decrees 
of a French parliament. 

Paris» 3d of the 7th Moon, of the Year i6ii, 
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VI. — To ^^RM ADO LIN, Santone of the Vale of Sldon. 

1^4 ow I will YCttt My things, and what the Diviatty 
Alali ttfplre. Thtt world waa in weeds when Hofiiin the 
prophet was {lam, and the momi pat on her moumfng 
drefs: The timbrels of Perfia, Arabia, and Babylon, 
wcve heard m the dead of the night ; their found reach- 
ed to the third heaven ; the (hepherds ran to the height! 
of the earth, to difcoter the occafion of fo much noife ; 
the centinels of forts and caftles gare the alarm, and the 
men of war took hoM of the fword, the bow, and the 
fpear ; the Tygris overflowed its banks, and I^rbekir 
became a kke ; a dark "body of clouds overcaft the fky, 
and poured iorth thunder, lightning, and hail ; fire ran 
along on the fands of the défart, and the air was all in 
a flame ; horror pofiefled the minds of mortals, tfnd the 
angels themfelves were nneafy ; the beafts of the fiekl 
ran into dens and caves, and the dragons were touched 
wkk remorie ; only the morevenortraus Kyfilbalchf fwel- 
led with pride ; the poifon of murder and herefy had 
ptiffed up thdr fouls ; they and their poftcrity arc ac- 
curfed to this day, and to the hour of the irrevocable len- 
teiice. 

O Santone, great is thy faith, in that tlxm haft aban- 
doned the (hadow of this world, and fcparated thy (elf 
from the contagion of mortals ! I revere the maje#y of 
thy fublime fotti, the inteMed ranging ^i liberty. Thou 
daily gathercft flowers from the gaixkii of Eden, and be- 
ing in the body, enjoyeft tlxc fweets of paradife. Kings 
would lay down their crowns to tafte of thy pleafureé, 
did they but know them, and exchange all the glory of 
empires for one moment of thy unfpeakable bliis ; thou 
companion and cafe of angels, darling of the Monajrch. 
Omm'potent ! 
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Wherever, thou Heft down, whether by day or by 
ni^ht, the watchers above ftand ready with umbrellas to 
&jrcea thec^ frpm the fcorching beams of the fun» the 
qÌuSììb^ dartA of the mpon and ^s» and from all inju- 
ri«6 of weather ; tb/e elements go out of their courfes to 
firve tbee, .and all nature efpoufes thy intereA. 

The merchant, hires a thoufand camels» and loads them 
^ with the choiceft nchea of the Levant i He eadures all 
the fatigues of a long and daqgerou travel through Sy- 
ria, Ar^ha^ and Ferfia.; runs the .riik of robbers, dK- 
esScB, and ten ^boufand methods of death ; ai)d after sdl 
his hazards and. pains, is not half fo happy nor fo rich as 
^ thou, who aboundeft in every thing, becaufe thou defireft 
nothing which thou haft not, or thai is unnec^fiary* The 
ploughmen labour for tl^ee in the , field, and fo do the 
artificers in the city j the noble and the vulgar are thy 
purveyors, and the greateft foyereigns pay tribute to 
thee; every ^oufe is thy iipme, aqd they couut them-. 
. felves happy under whofe roof thou vouchfafeft to fleep ; 
they are really fo, for benediéUon acconapani^s tbe^ per- 
.fe^ man in all his. ways, and the favours of Heaven over- 
take them that ihow kindnefs to him ; Thou art lord of 
other men's eftates, and every man's field is thy inherit- 
ance ; thou enjoyed the riches of this world, without be- 
ing tainted with the vices that attend them, and received 
lounortal aflurances and feals of the future glory in the 
life whiph is to come. O happy eftate of the nghteous ! 
O li£e to be truly envied ! 

As for me, I am like a galley- flave, chained down t9 
the o^, and forced to row inceflantly whithev the mafter • 
of the veflel conunands. So am I obliged to obey the 
didate* of my fuperiors, whether there be fin in the ca£e 
or no. I ain £iftened in the cares of this, vain world, 
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and the more particular anxieties of Hate, from all which 
thou art happily free. 

Oh that it were lawful for me to (hake o£f Uie fretting 
y oke» and difentangle myfelf from the fnares of Iramaa 
policy ! that I might live like the men of the firft'agi*»» 
yrho honoured the earth as thetr conomon motbcr, nnà 
made no envious indofures : They fported innocently on 
her fi^^rant bofom, and never molelUd their kind parent 
by cruelty to any of her offspring ; they fucked the m^ 
of her breails ; her veins ftreamed with wtne and honey ; 
they banqueted on variety of excellent fruits ; aod nobody 
thought of killing and eating his fellowcanimal ; The 
birds could then range the air without fear of the fowler; 
neither did any yawHng hontfman roufe the timorous harr 
from her feat : The roes and the hinds could fcampcr at 
pleafure over the plain without being battered to the 
mountains and rocks for fanéluary ; neither did any Ay 
angler trepan the fiih of the rivers: As for the fea, it was 
then unknown ; no man as yet had ventured on that per- 
fidious element^ or found out the ufe of fhips : There was 
in thpfe days no foreign commerce or traffic» nor any 
need of it ; every region fupplied its inhabitaats with 
what W2a ufrful and neceffary, and thofe temperate 
mortals defired no more ; they lived without irregulac 
appetites, free from ambition, fraud, and blood. 

This is the life fo much defired by me, and which thou 
adually enjoyeft. God augment thy felicities and rap*' 
tures, that thpu mayeit pais from one vifion and ecuacy 
to another, till Gabriel fnatch thy foul away in a divine 
tranfport beyond the poifibility of a rdapie. 

Holy Santone, whiUl thou art on earth pray for me ; 
and when thou art among the immorlsilsy do mc fome f^ 
vour wliich may la ft for ever. 
<Psrit, 26tli of the 8th Moon, of che year i66{. 
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Vn. — To Dgnet Oclou. 

t/Ly hxAnth in thi» place obliges ine to keep company 
«rith all (bits of people : Herce I indii&Tentty aflbciate 
myfelf with ftatefmen, foldters, courtiers, priefts, fiddlera» 
ttechamc«,feainen,orperfon8ofany profeliian, from wkom 
lean hope for any improvement ; for there is hardly fo def- 
picable a feltowinthe world who may not teach an inqai- 
fitive niind fomcthing to which it was a ftranger before. 

Sometimes I converfe with painters, whom I generally 
find to be men of wit and iienie, but very lewd and diA 
Mate : However, they ferve to divert my melancholy, 
t& which thoB knoweft I am much inclined ; for they are 
the merrif ft fparks in die vto^, abonnding with fmart 
tepflrtees, jciis, and comical ftories, befides an hundred 
mimical tricka of^ good buffoonery^ to make one laugh, 
^t it i§ almoft impoffible to be fad in their company. 

They are moft of them bred in the academy» or in col* 
leges and fehoob where the fciences are profeffed; it being 
in a manner fteceffary that men of this trade (hould have 
a fmack of al forts of learning, and efpecially that they 
ihonld be indifferent good hiftorians, they being many 
times deilred to téprefent pieces of antique and modern 
hiftory without a pattern. They have a very ^etious 
way alfo of tdling a ftory to the life, as well as of draw- 
ing it fb m pi6kurc. They would diffolve the fnoft ftifF 
aad. morofe hadgi into laughter and jollity, to hear how 
gracefully they will ridicule the moft fcrious matters, and 
turn every thing into burle fque ; for they arc admirable 
fatirifts by nature. 

Yet thefe are not all alike, but differ in their tempers 
Rke other men : Some of them are proud and ftately, 
others fawning and abjeft, and all of them great hu- 
nourifts. 
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It waa an odd whim of Martin Heemfkirk» a famoits 
painter that was bom at a Tillage of the fame name : He 
died' in the jear oi the Cbnftians hegtra)554. Thiemah 
had aiBttdèd together in In» lifetime a< vaft quantity of 
snQBcy, afki having no wife or children» nor other relA- 
tioiu of his own to leave it to» he was refeked to db 
foipething for which he might be talked of after hfs 
death. I have heard of many dying men that have had 
one caprice or other in making their lail ¥^il and tefta-^ 
mcnty but tliou wfll fay thi« of Martin's was (ingubr ; 
for o<^ his deathbed he be^ueal^d all hig wealth to be 
diflributed into cqnat dòwne», oi* portionày wherewith to 
marry a certain number of maids of Heemfkirky his bir^- 
place^ yearly» oik this coff^tk>ti> that the new manied 
.couple» with all the wedding guefts» fhouid dance on Ids 
grave. 

It » nece^ry lor thee to know» that fince his death 
there ha» been a great akeration of religion in thofe parts: 
The inhabitants, which in his time were Roman catholics» 
are' now all proteftants ; and -at the time of this change or 
reformation» «is they call it, it was the geiieral prance of 
the proteftants to demoliih all images and croi&s wherever 
they found them. Now» it was the cuftom of the Roman 
catholics to fct up a crofs at the end of every fepulehre of 
. the dead ; yet fo great a venerati©» have the Hecmfkirk" 
ers for the memory of th» painter, that whereas^ there is 
not a crofe to be feen ftandiag in all the country ^fides»/ 
yet his, being of brafs, remains untouched» as the onfy 
title their daughters can (how to his legacy. 

It was a more cruel and inhuman pra^ice of an Italian 
painter, (I think his name was Giotto) who designing to 
draw a crucifix to the life, wheedled a poor man lo fuffer 
himfelf to be bound to a crofs for an hour, at the end of 
which be (hould be. rclcafed agjain, and receive a confi- 
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dcrable gratuity for hiV pains ; but, inftead o£ this, as 
foon as he had hiiiv fall on the xrofs^he ilabbpd hiiii 
dead, and thca fell to drawipg. He, was eii^^niqd. the 
greated mailer io all Italy at that time ; and havii^ .this 
advantage of a dead man hanging on a crofs before him, 
there is no queftioa but he made a matchlefs piece of 
work of it,. 

As foon as he had iinifhed his pidurc, h^ c^ried it to 
the pope, who was aftonifhed, as at^a prodigy of art, 
highly extolling the exquifitenefs of the features and 
limbs, the languifhing pale de^dnefs of the £ice, the un- 
affeded finking of the head ; in a word, he had drawn to 
the life not only that privation of fenfe and motion 
which we call death, but alfo the very want of the leaft 
vital fymptom. 

This is better underftood than exprefled : Every body 
knows that it is a maderpiece to reprefent a paHion or a 
thought well and naturally ; much greater is it to defcribe 
the total abfence of thefe interior faculties, fo as to di- 
ilinguifh the figure of a dead man from one that is only 
afleep. 

Yet all this and much more could the pope difcem in 
^e admirable draught which Giotto prefented him ; and 
ke liked it fo well that he refolved to place it over the 
altar of his own chapel ; for thou knowefl this is the 
pra<^ice of the Nazarenes to adgre pidlures and images, 
Giotto told him, fiRce he liked the copy fo well, he 
would (how him the original if he plcafed. 

<* What doll thou mean by the original ? (faidthc 
Pope) Wilt thou fhovv me Jefus Chrill on the crofs in 
his own perfon ?". ** No, (replied piotto) but I will 
fhow your Holinefs the origiual from whence I drew this, 
if you will aufolve me from all punifhment." 

The good old father, fufpecling fomething extraordi- 
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nary by the painter's thus capitulating with him, proinlfed 
on his word to pardon him, which Giotto believing, im- 
mediately told him where it was ; and attending him to 
the place, as foon as they were entered, he drew a curtain 
back, which hung before the dead, man on the crofs, and 
told the pope vvhat he had done. 

The holy father, extremely troubled at fo inhuman 
and barbarous an aétion, repealed his promife, and told 
the painter he fhould furely be put to an examplary 
death. 

Giotto, fceming refigned to the fentence pronounced 
upon him, only begged leave to finifli the pidurc before 
he died, which was granted him. In the mean while, a 
guard was fet upon him to prevent his efcapc. As foon 
as the pope had caufed the piftwe to be delivered into 
his hands, he takes a bru(h, and dipping it in a fort of 
ftuff he had ready for that purpofe, daubs the piéì:ure all 
over with it, fo that nothing could now be feen of the 
erucifìx, but it was quite effaced in all outward appear- 
ance. 

- This made the pope ftark mad : He ftamped, foamed, 
and raved like one in a phrenzy ; he fwore the painter 
fhould fyffer the mod cruel death that could be invented, 
unlefs he drew another fidi as good as the former, for If 
but the leaft grace was miffing, he would not pardon 
him ; but if he could produce an cxadt parallel, he 
would not only give him his life, but an ample reward in 
money. 

The painter, as he had reafon,' defired this under the 
pope^s fignet, that he might not be in danger of a fecond 
repeal, which was granted him ; and then he took a wet 
fponge, and wiped off all the varnifh he had daubed on 
the pi£lurc> and the crucifix appeared the fame in all re- 
^cAs as it was before. - * 
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.The pope, who l(*oked on ttiis as a great fecret, being 
ignorant of the arts wUicli painters ufe, was ravffhed at 
the ftrangc metamorphofis ; and, to reward the pzCiater's 
treble ingenuity, he abfoUed bim from all his fins, and 
the punifhments due to thenij ordering moreover his ftcw- 
ard to cover the piAure all over with gold, as a farther 
gratuity for the painter ; and they lay this crucifix is the 
cariginal by which the moil famous crucifixes in Europe 
are drawa. 

I need make no other refle<flion on this, 'than, that as 
the fuppofed murder of Jefus the fon of Mary is the 
fource of all the Chriftians devotion, fo the real homicide 
which this painter committed has made it more intenfe 
and fervent, by how much the crucifixes drawn aifter this 
pattern excel all that were fecn before them in the tragi- 
cal portraiture of the martyred Meflias, 

And from this reafort it is that painters are in fo great 
cftecm among the Italians, hecaufe they form the gods 
which thofe infidels adore. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that the chief head of their church fhòuld fo eafily abfolve 
murder in a painter as a venial fin, efpecially when it is 
done in ordine ad Deum, as the Jefuits fay, tlrat is, 
to promote God's glory, as the pope eafily perfuaded 
himfelf this was ; fince idolatry is the mam engine which 
fupports the ftate and grandeur of the Roman court. 
And all the world knows that holy cit^' is a type of hea- 
ven, or at leaft the crafty priefls would fain rcprefient it 
fo. 

My friend, thou and. I have feen enough of their tricks 
and holy frauds in Sidly. Praife be to God they had 
not power to pervert us : Our faith remains inviolate ; 
we ftill pofTefs the integrity of muflulmans, the native 
attach we owe to the prophet, who was fefittd? extermi- 
nate idols. In a word, we adore • none but one Goi^ 

2 . 
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creator of the worlds* Nfay tiiat iacamprekenfible £>r 
ever keep us in the (ame £uth and praéiice, till the re« 
leafe of our fouls. 

Faris, 13th of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1661. 



VIII. — To LuBANO Abufei Saad, an E^ptian Knight» 

A HIS court is BOW at Fontainbleau, and all feems to be 
d^olved in joy for the birth of a dauphin. The queen 
was delivered of this young prince on the firft day of 
this moon : There is nothing but feailing, dancing,' and 
revelling on this account, with bonfires, and congratula* 
tory addrefies : Only the Duke of Orleans, the king's 
brother, has little ixafon to he over merry, iince he was 
the next prefumptive heir of the crown, in cafe the king 
died without iffue male, for the laws of France exclude 
a female from reigning. Yet this Duke diflcmblcs his 
inward grief, for being thus put by his hopes, and ap- 
pears as joyful as the fathet himfelf. He hugs and ad- 
mires the royal babe, wifhing him health and long life in 
a compliment, whom he really could rather wifli out of 
the world, or at leaft that he had never come into it ; fo 
violent are the temptations of a crown, fo ftròng the de- 
fire of empire, that the nearnefe of relation, which en- 
dears the reft of mortals one to another, eftranges the 
hearts of princes from thofe of their own blood, if they 
ftand in the way of their ambition. And I can afRire 
thee, the French do not fpare to {ay the Duke of Or- 
leans has enough of this vice to attempt great things, 
were not his genius overawed by the matchlcfs fortune 
and fpirit of his brother. 

Neither is the king himfelf infenftUe of this, remem- 
bering with what warmth the duke received the flattering 
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iddreffit» «f fonie eourtiera, daring bis l^'othcr^s danger* 
0^ ficknefs» when the pkyCicmM had well nigh girea him 
over fora dead. man. 

\, I was acquainted with this paflfage but. lately by Of* 
n^ the dwarf, vfho watches all the motions of this 
court. He tells me, that the king being informed a 
rampar lyas whlfpered among the grandees of his death» 
caufed them all to be fent for, and to pafs through his 
chamber, whilft the cuctains of his bed were drawn open, 
that they ipight fee their foverelgn alive, though in a bad 
(late of health. He fays moreover, that, tlie tr^e reafoo. 
why feveral lords of :liite have .been removed from their 
offices about the king, is, becaufe he refented ill the.^<^ 
early and paflionate court they made to the Puke . of 
Orleans^ on the report qf his brother!8 death. It is oa« 
tu^al to all men to love themfclyes, and to defire the dif- 
pofal of thqir own affairs. No man.wonjd be content fcQ 
have his eftate given away by his fervantjB at -their ov|K 
difcretion ; and fovereign ni^narchs ^re.the n[pfl je^lpj^ 
of all men in fucli cafes, particularly the King of 
France is known to be a prince very fcnfible of his ho- 
nour, and foon touched in that point, by the leaft appear- 
ance of difrefpeft in his fubjedsj, and of encroachment in 
Ills neighbours. > . 

As for the Duke of Orleans, he is a prince of no great 
charaAer, either as a foldler or a ftatefman ; neither has hc^ 
been much talked of in the world, till the beginning of 
this year, when he married an Englifli princefs, by name 
Henrietta, daughter to the late murdered king of that 
nation.^ • • . . . 

We have had another match here alfo between the 
late Duke of Orleans's daughter and the Prince of Tuf- 
cany. Thefe things occaiion various difcourfe among 
thofe who who pretend to weigh cxadly the different in- 
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tcreft» of Chfftsan courts, efpecially of fnch at are don-' 
cemed in the new alliances ; for the greateft monarchs 
here in the Weft marry only for profit and advantage, 
to fortify them£elves by a clofer union with the houfe to 
wblch they are allied ; whereas our eaftem princes onlf ' 
indulge their paffions in the choice of their wires, ad- 
mitting none to their embraces but the moft exqutfite 
beauties that can be found ; and where they once pitch 
their fancy, they neither regard riches, honour, or any 
other recommendation, £ive what their love fuggefts, be- 
ing themfidves inexhauftible fountains of wealth, nobility, 
and good fortune, to all who have the happinefs to be in 
their favour. 

They fcorn to fell themfelves, and proftitute the glory 
of their diadem to a foreign prince, for the iake oft 
litde gold, and much more trouble, with a proud femak 
whom perhaps they never (aw : Tec this is the conunon 
prndice among the princes of the Nazarene belief, who 
confider not, that inftead of a wife, a partner of their 
empire, and a friend, they often entertain a fnake, a trai» 
tor, an enemy ; efpeciatty if (he be a woman of wit and 
iatrigue, as moft of them are. This made the now queen- 
mother, the. relict of Lewis XIII. fufpe&ed by her huf- 
band, and the prefent Queen of France is under the like 
circumftances ; and it will always be fo where princet 
match themfelves after this manner, and cannot debar 
their wives from holding a fecret coirefpondencc with the 
family from which they de(cend« 

Afluredly the Ottoman politics are the moft refined 
and fecure of any in the world, our religion mofl holy, 
and our niorals moft found ; which tliree are evident figni 
that God has raifed up this facred empire to fubdue all 
the nations on earth, and bring them to the faith of his 
divine unity. 
Parii, 9th of the ixth Moon, of the Year i$6%. 
VoL FI. D 
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l%.^i^Tb Cara Hah, Ph^clan to the Grand Slgntor. 

X AM.nowmJByjchaimbcr, by a gldwiag^ iire, wanting 
i^thifitg, that can, comfort -a retibaable lEaaor; whilft I 
\kSAX the winds whiiUingt the ^owdnviog upon my -wm* 
ddws» and the hoUiiw voices of the watch pmclaimkig ii 
i^gjht little k& cold than that lading one. they £eel in t£te 
s^éiUc circle once a-year. Yet I wifh «nyfelf in a i^n, 
or on the top of fome high mountain, where I might feel 
Hature in the moft rigid of all toer Jkammus. I love 
i^ety, and it is a pain to be confined to pleafure itfelfy 
when it is ftU of oae kind, or wkat I atn tiCsd te. 

It is to thee, my dear Hali, I owe this thougiit« vAma 
y<m told me once, as we were waHcàag togetiver in the 
QCfnetery of Sukan Scdymaa^ mòfqvei *^ Thttt man h 
i|uide for all tilings»'' 

I liemembier the elegance and fctrc» of lieafoft uridi 
which yoa acpkuncd your fentimoats, upon a lo& whick 
I had then fuftaincd by fbipwrtck, comforting tae with 
this refle^on» that all the §ai^ on «arth are 'only bur* 
diens I ail the riches, honours, plfalures, ^ad wkatfoever 
is defired by moxtalsy are but fo many clogs to làe «s 
fafter to this Httle narrow gbbe, whic^ we are boiti to 
trample on as our footftooL 

. All diiis is true ; but I coofider faitber, that the oc* 
cwrioeiirea of thtshfc oiigh£ to be reoeiTcd with mdiiier* 
enee, and we (hoSd be at dieerful in a prifon as m a 
palace, becaufe nothing can-bippen to us which was not 
dlbcrecd \sj fate. Me^dcsl could go as freely to tor- 
ments in a juR: caufe» as to a (timptunuB i»an)|iiet $ I 
coi^d. ibil^ at the malice of my p&fecttiorà^ and tri\tinph 
over %hc ?vain execurionera, when I fee them fweat ac 
thek' inhuman «oil, and yet can mever have tèehr wilb of 
a fed caft in fuch a mouki as mine, whatever th<^ my 
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do with my hodj ; though they escraclate me w!t&' a 
tboufand inventions of cruelty, though they reduce xs,e 
to afhesy yet they cannot rOb me of my reafon ; neither 
fircy nor fword, nor rack, nor any other iitftniment of 
bfiirt»arocis n^, can hart my thoughts ; I AiaR ftitl have 
the power i>f ttredhating, in fpitc of them a!T, and V 
ettnìm that the fpecific happincfs of a rational creatore. 
There h no fnch thing as pleafure or pain, hut what our 
opiniott makes fo : I have tried to handle fire ; I have 
g'rafped hdt huming coak in the palm of my hand, with 
which I now write ; the devouring element foon foftcned 
on my (kin, and eat its way through into my fleih, whilft 
I was biffy in contemplating its namre and dfeéb, with- 
o«t being coiicèmcd'in any fciife of pain ; I kept a tight 
rcir», atod'cttihed my fotd ; I held it withm compafs, and* 
would not fuifer it to winch, or laih, or bounce out o( 
MM, tff defcend into my body, to refcué the part affeifl- 
«d, or be concerned at its grfevances ; but, when I re- 
fleeted on the inconveniences that might follow, and that 
k would hinder me from ferving the Grand Sighior and* 
my friend», I- threw the coals away, wdl iatisfied that I 
h«d Hiftde'the experiment without prejudlfing my reafon, 
o» facing into any paffion unbecoming a man. 

I tak« as much pleafure in fafting as in eating or 
drinkiflg,- in labour as in reft, in watching as in fleep ; 
Umv k no ecc«ft or contra*»ety in nature, which does not 
afford me as much delight as mediodrity, or thè golden 
mean itfelf ; I find guft- in eviery thing that happens to 
mev- and asm I take to be the praper part of a mu^/ 
nsan>4)ref«netrefigiiedtoOod. . *^ ;. 

Yet this klnderv^iSie not from boftling m the worid^ * 
and pvc^ecutiag my bd]iie& witfa ahonty and fome ea- 
gcmeft. We are bom for aftion, and not who% fcr ' 
thongbt'f It is » mixed'lifc we ave to lead oa cardi ; but 

D 2 
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when I fail of my end of defircd fuecefs In any uoder- 
takings I am not troubled, confidering I was bom to eir- 
coujiter evil as well as good in this mortal fiate. 

In ail that I have faid, I do not pretend to the cele^ 
brated apathy of the iloics ; I feel pleafure and pain 
from the fame objeéis which thus affcél other meni bat 
I feel them with . indifference, not fuffering my under- 
Aanding and judgment to participate with my paffion 
and fenfe. 

I have perceived myfelf fometimes in agoaiesy which I 
thought exadly anfwered the charader of thofe whidi 
dying perfetta feel, and I beHcve Chey wfere in a degree 
the very fame ; yet I found no panic fears upon me, no 
dread of that amazing change^ but rather certain bloom- 
ing hopes, young, tender, fpringing joys, àYÌfing from 
the thoughts of a new life, the unavoidable dfe^ of that 
which we call death, wherein I promtfed myfelf the plea^ 
fare of freih enjoyments and dtvcrfkms, to vi^iich I was 
•wholly then a flrsuiger* 

^ If thou thinkeft this too extravagant, and that dead» 
is not a proper obj6^ of our wifhes, yet thom w^ at 
*kaik acknowledge that it may fumifh us witii fufBbxeat 
raiguments of content and acquiefcènce, fìnce no msm cap 
avoid it ; and it; is lure to entertain us with novdties, 
whidi we never were acquainted with before^ which re- 
commeiids it uiider.a very defirableiìgare,,becaoiè human 
•jmturc perpetually^ covets new things. 
V I have foen porfons condemned to death here in Paris, 
who have been offered life on certain conditions not 
^ ^agremg.witii their humour ; yet have refufed it, and 
i rather chole death, which they knew would free them 
»t: once from all their prefent troubles. And thou know- 
^ft^ with what refignation -our greatefl In^as fubmit their 
necks to the e2|.eciitioner&, when the Grand Signior thinks 



Book IT. • A SJ"Y AT PARtS. *^7 

fit to call for their lives. All that they reply to -Ac 

fatal mandate is, ** The will of my fovcreign lord >-bc 

done.'' They at once gather up all the ilrcngth of 

their (battered reafon, and fhrink their- dilated foula to a 

point ; then with a redoubled force,* they fhake off theii* 

inclioations to honours, riches, and the plealiiret of thm 

Iile> as a man roufes from a long dreani or trance ; with 

fmika*, and a profooud fdi>mfifion they kife the royH 

firme, being awakened to the thoughts of more tttnftrioDs 

andfeicne joyg .than thia gnQ earth affords, even to the 

incfiabk {^eafisre» of Eden^ the fare rowaid of thofe that 

«ye lA obedience and peace $ fiace they aire, to* be efteem^ 

cd martyrs, as wdl as tbofe who meet deatl&in the field 

as the Cacred combtt^ia thr wai* for our holy faith. 

Oh 1 that it were my lotthua to expire in hoooiir, to 
ii«ve'*my UA brdith mixed with the dovoat afpirattorft 
and ftiSrages of true beheirers, that fo my exampk mi^ht 
«dify others» and the publit chara&er of an untainted 
loyalty might benefit myfelf ; whilfl fame proclaimed it 
before my arrival at the inviiible legionst to prepare the 
ghofta of jttfl men to bid me welcome, and give me- a 
Jkkid reception^ who am yet wboUy a ftranger in tfaofe 
parta of the world ; fer death itfelf cannot baniih me otut 
of the uoiverfe, and there is my lafl comfort. 

Thou, my dear phyfìciauy wilt conclude I am mehii-. 
choly by this kind of difcourfe ; but I teU thee it^ 
only another way of expreifing- the fecret i^eafure aud 
tranquillity of my foul, which is more to be valued by 
him that enjoys it, than all theiaughter and extravagant 
mirth in the world X Thefe only ruffle our paffions^ and 
raife a duft^ in our eyes ; whereas the other compofe and 
purify our reafon, giving us a conftant ^profpeéi* of thii^a 
paft, prefcnt, ^ to come ; fo that we can never be at « 

o i 



I0&, bot Aw&yt.mdf^eqaip^ for tile «oift OM^ingtB- 
(•ici. H^^adieiK ... 

I>ark, 15th of tKc nth Muon, df thè Ycat r6tfi. 



X.— 7*^ thifame. 

X H£ couit of Fhbkc in ail tfaiagf cadcaivóiiff to iiaitato 
;hea««icsU}gnMidcur of .the A^min empoors aad ftbdf 
ipolicy : A&tbejPLhadtfadr asi|Jittheatce0y wheiieos wvm 
exhibited aU forts of (hows and fpeàiide» to divert the 
f eojilc in tide of peace» fo have th^ thsir dieatiesy 
nvhereoiiy aeconMng. lo the moiie acceptaUe jno^ dF the 
prefeftC age^ «are rqprefiented the vaaei» kioda. of irirti|e 
and vke^ men's follies aad pen£eéàÌQ»By modem KatnoB» 
and the asJcient iDoralltyi intrigue» of love aad of ftue» 
iurprifiog ii6i}»n$ of war« and the fubtk orenores of 
peaee, the tjfraooy of.fovereign* and rebellioQ of ^jedai 
i^n fine», whatfoever is treated of in b^iilu, la here «àoé 
to the life on the ftage, and with fo much advantage of 
ficeoes} interlnd^ qpbofic» dafce^ language» wit» hoosovry 
and th^ like ^ii^oung «ir^niftanees, that a^ioiiai^MM 
hoMTs cannot hetiier ^fs awa]r his time th«i in Jben^^fBe» 
feDtat thtfe enttirtmaaeBtSy where a}Lthat>bt ho» «adt 
e«ber..in.aB^ieia^.Qr.iiiòdec& hiftory» ddEnrvwg mfl»rfc,^ 
^^ beiiiccffiively prefientcd to his view» a» jeffigacioiifljF 
ai$ if the periofis were now Imag and in fivefeniee^vwhob 
aelioaaeach |^ay dc£crifae«. 

There you fltall he intfoduced^ as it were* nto te 
c«irl «Dd:camp of the grand Cyrus ; yoo-ihaH •accooN 
pwiy,Alexaoder the Great in his expedkione throiigh 
Afia y ]p^ (hall fee him die • of poifon at Babylon» ami 
ihft Duboedoniao empire csuitonsfed among his officefH 
youihaB behold all the Roxnan Csefars in their rife and 
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fall, with yiAaitopvcc paxtkvbAm «ere ofajervable m 
tbis or any other renowned monarchy on earth» not ex- 
cluding the h& and nu>ft univcdaL empifC of the Otio- 
mans ; for thefe bfidcls prefome to aA. over again the 
part of Tameilaoe, and kad abont in dramsitic tnmnph 
the encaged» yet ftiU kivuictble Bajaaet : la hahiu which 
Qply become the dcftined comiuevora of the world» thefe 
flam dare ptrCwiiie the glorioiis Sotynan». IMioaiet the 
Ciaat» the ndoriMa Sdim» and evea Aamat hiarfitft 
Ab ftfmtcft caineror that eter leigaid» 1 aM«n the nacl^ 
of oar prefeat foToreign* 

Befides trae Uftory that reprefinitedt the fpeébtora 
are Jbmcdmes diverted wnh fiditilattft caftriea of god^ 
Byaiph% £nio«9 £ttyn> maftt, graces, m onterà» and wAth 
&«vtr we lad ia the ancteat poeta. 

Thane yo«r ftaB fee Prametheat Citehiag fyie froai hca« 
Tan, to gmhfs to hia maa of «by ; Lyeaon traarfbnaed 
iato a wol^ fcr hia anhaffntahk carriage to Jopiter $ Ga-» 
ayaiede fratdied ap into heatea by aa eagk, -aad aauk 
Japitir'a a^^beaieft for hia imguhur beamy* It.ia |4ea- 
faBt:dbG» to fee Buriana, ipriih hia ffibnr Hdk, fwiaKRtag 
oaer the Hettafpoot on the hack of a rann with a golden 
tecee» wUlft Èke fior fiear faBa off» aad ia drowaed ; aad 
fnona her name ( HeBe > that fea ia fappofed to be lb call- 
ed : la the oiean while, Phriaua Maia fioirwaid, aaé ar-»* 
ricca at Cokhia, where he facrkkea the ram, aad hangs 
the golden fleece up in the tempk, whkh was afteawarda 
ftek away by Jaibn and hia Avgoaaota. It ia eqaally <fi* 
aerting to dec the artifice of the fcenes and maohinei, 
whkb reprefent Jupiter tranafiorming himfelf into a. (how* 
cr of gold, aad fo defcending into Danae's kp, when h^ 
begeu Feigns on her, who fubdoed the Goigoaa, 'OoA 
wkh. Meduia'a head turnied the Oephen nobka^ into iUU 
taea l la a word, all the ingenioua ftAioaa of Orpheaa,, 

D4; 
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Ho««r, Htòoèy Ovkl^ and tkc reft of the Greek and 
Roman poets» are hete tnmflated, not fo much from one 
language to another, aa from word» to a^ons, and from 
écad inanimate charaekre to living figiires of the things 
themfelves; for thefe fort of plays are afted by men, 
women, and children, cnlied out and educated for that 
purpofe ; and the nranagers arc at a vaft charge for va- 
riety of proper iScenea and drefles for every occafion, each 
aftor being exa^y appareUed accoiding to the afferent 
quality of petfona reprefented, and the mode of the ajc 
and country wherein they lived. 

Thefe forts of divertifements arc very agreeable both 
to the court and city : The king take» great delight in 
them, efpeeidly in ballet» and paftoral», which confift 
chiefly of good fengs and dances, mixed with bold and 
tiBcottth entries of antiques, reprefenting monfters and 
devils» as the Chriftians ufuaily defcHbe them. 

Bn* there was lately a check given to their Q>òrt, by 
an a<ec^ent whkh has furprifed all pec^le that heard 'ò( 
It, and has pu^xled the moft 'intelligent heads to give an. 
account of fo ftiange an occurrence. 

On the 19th of this moon, the king and the whole 

court were prefent^ at> a ballet, r«^refeBt»lg the grandeur 

éf the Rrerich monarchy : About the middle of the «n- 

ttr^Mtietttf t^ere wa6 an antique dance, performed by 

twekè mafquertdevs, in tbe fiippofed forms of demons ; 

but before they had advanced far in tkdr dance, they 

found an interloper amongft them, who, by* increafmg 

'the number to thirteen, put them quite out of their mca- 

fures ; for they praélife every ftep and motion before* 

'Imhd ttil they are'perfeé^.^< ^ Being abafhed, thereforei at 

iihd unavoidable blunders the thirteenth antique made 

%hem 'Comn)it> they flood* dill like fools, gazing at one 

"HÉnot^r, none daring to uamaik or fpeak a word, for ^t 
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would have put alt the (^pe^Xxmjoio a difprdfr a^dcoiw 

fufion. C^rdioal Mazariai (vicbo wa§ the phidF. (joptri^r 

of thcfc entcitsdnmenUi to diyert the king, from mar^^ft- 

rious thoughts) (iood clofi? by th« young .iqoaarch» W4|h 

a fchcmc of the ballet in hJs hand ; knowing, therefore^ 

that tikis danQie was to confiil bat cf t^v^elv^ s^ptiqiiie^ a]ad 

taking notice that there vyere adoally tjiirteen, , at ^firft 

iooputed it to fome miilake } but afterwards, when be 

perceived the confufion of the dancers, and that they 

^ould not proceed, he made a more narrow iwyulry iato 

tlie caufe of this diforder : To be brief, they convince 

the cardiaal that it could be no error of theirs, by a kind' 

.of demonftration, in that they had but twelve antique 

drefies of ibat fort, which wore made on purpofe for this 

particular ballet, whereas the thirteenth dancer ^eas dif- 

, guiCed after the fame manner ; therefore they concluded 

that either the devil, or fomebody elfe, had piU a triek 

on them. That which n^e it feem the greater myHery 

• was, that when they came behind the fcenes to uncafe» 

. and examine the matter, they found b«it twelve antiques, 

whereas on the ftage there were thirteen*. } 

The preci£er £ort of bigots gave it out for certain that 
the devil was amongil them, wfailfl others more probably 
fay it was only ibme envious or amWtious dancing-mafker, 
who was either relblved to be xevenged for not being oae^ 
Qf the twelve, or defigned-to Hiow his pajts incogmU^.^" 
gainft aoQthf r opportunity^ and in the . interim fet the 
court a-wondertng at his iingular ikill and dexterity ; for 
.k was obferved'that one of the thirteen far furpafled all 
the reil, and did things to a miracle. 

Be it bow it will, it baa brought to memery a paiTage 
that happened on the like oceailon, at. a town not bx 
&om Paris» about eighteen years ago ; yet it was t|Dt 
half fo ta^ talke4 oC then aa it is^ now» wbkl» w.a9 tt^e: 
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redfon I took no notici of it in any of my letters : But 
Aow they are big with it ; it is the )^eneral difconrle of 
aft compatte 6, who make coèipaff^oa of ^lat event nvkh 
ty»: B^ha|>»it w3^ not bo ni^kafaat to tkee tokoMt 

In the ytar 1644» toward the ktter «tid» a coBE^any 
^CHagi^filayefa were at a place called Vitry, entenasning 
the xpcople with comedies 4 but thertf happened fometluBg 
rC9^ Vnt^c$^V to oyie of the a^ors. This man waa to 
ptrfeum the part of one dead, and theh(be was to teivive^ 
agai^ bgf'^^agic. He a^ed his part too) t)^oly, and: Baffled 
Uie Accroflsanoer's art 1 for when he touched htm with 
hi$ taliinaOf as- the rates of the f^y rc^ttti«dy in order» 
to USiMfwotdioii» the inasanaatc tnuik c^uld not obeyw 
Tiic man laraa dead indeed. 

Whether he OTCsftrained himfidf in inntatiog the fient^ 
m^t and iin^oversdile privattoAS of tb^ paSne ftate^ and^ 
gfivft hè^ jSippery fari » ftrefag temptafcioa^ .^iih a lair.op*.' 
ff^Kl^mty to eicapc ita bonds» <» whedier Hbaiiett had » 
j^ificiilar hand in fe remarfcaUe a cataftrophe» I wift not; 
f leibmè to dkine ; hot this and the other occ^incnee bar 
|Mt the pei>plè quite mat qf oanceft with^ f^J^ 

Sage Hall» remember the Arabian proimb» which £ty%' 
^U is.n0t good^jeft ifmdi^God» d^i^ or the devil ;. 
fotbe&ffbiieithtreanftocwìtt be rooiehed« the foo«id* 
asdeks^^mettone titt^ovother^ add tiu: thifd pata asp 
eCemsd farcafoi cm thi>fe thak aie too iànpiìa9;wìlik.y«u'' 

*Paii», 30th ef the ill tóóotìjOrths.t:ciri«6^. * 
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Xr. — Tq Ùgnet Oolou. 

GxTD unravd my foul, revcrfir my iireulttcs, tttwi myndb» 
titreln^de out, mdce me a monfbrr dfanewjNrédicsimcat^ 
or annihflate mc, which he pleafes, if I am not tnic to 
my traft ; yet the mMiften of thePortc faf^>eft «te* » 

By the Noughts of Mahomet otnr holy larorgtW^.wlRlft 
he was cl&nbing the houndlc^s heights of the fiymameftt^ 
£ have a heart like the Roman CurtiuB> wh^ bravciy leap- 
ed into the ^ithondda abyfs to fave Ins country ffom rdiili} 
Yhey roiftake Mahvnut, who think he will be pknpcd o» 
ofhàsbyahy^ by frowns or fmiles^ flatteries ot tht«at0/ 
gold or tortures.^ I wouldTun the riik of damnati(Xtf f(^ 
felf to ferve my foi^tretgn, or do any thing becoming M 
man of honour ; yet my fuperiors ufe me iike a vMfliif Of 
a tmitor ;^ their letters are f»ll of reproadiea and threat- 
eninggy as if I were not worthy to live. It is ftrange t^. 
mc whence all tk» msAke diould proceed ; and th«t dtèl| 
P have done and fixffered «11 tUat could be expeéléd ^irà 
z Brafehnao in my poft, to demonftrate my inoorruptible> 
fidelity to the Omtid Sfgntor, I ihofoid.ftili be perfectiited^ 
as a Tiafer, and enemy to the Ottoman intereft, I know/ 
net t^Nat to ddiik of ie^ 

If I hate done any thing wUtffa defertet death ot ik^ 
prifeimieiit^ Why do they not tend lor m« to Cònftahri-^ . 
ruspiti and execute juftice on me ^ Or if I am not thought 
fit rcréarónue any longer iat^iipoft,! why do > they not' 
oaQ for my cornmiffion, and give it to fomebody better 
qualified ? Either of thefe wpul^be; a^nerdiful proc^ed^ 
mg, compared with the more eruel and ignominious .way 
they have invented to murder me ; for now they put mc 
to a lingering death, by continually corroding and waft» 
ing the peace of my foul, which is my life, with con.^ 
tem£t» and reproaches* 
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/ ,. I. am aotgt ail triHibled when t2i;e7 tax me witk athe» 
ifm, or. fay I am a ÌLyfilbafchly a libertine» a Chiiftian, a 
l^ei^ea phUofopber» or when they arc plea&d.to make 
H.. utonfter of me» a moogrel gallimaufry, a walking 
l^pidg^-poclge» cov^pouDded of Jew, Turk^'Nazarene, and 
Epicure ; in loading me with thefe opprobrious- titles, they 
rank .me with feme of the greattft mortals, and engage 
even our holy prophet himfelf to efpoufe my caufe, and 
widicate my reputation, fìnce he is in thefe very terms 
Uafphemcd by the followers of Jefus, thofe infidels fos» 
getting that their own MejOias was after the like manner 
traduced by the Jews, who called him impoiior, magi- 
cian, hcretie, devil, and I know not what. This has 
been the Ipt of all holy men ^d prophets, to be enyied 
•and afperfed by the grandees of the nation and age where^ 
in they lived, becaufc they boldly reproved their vice% 
afid taught them the iincere maxims of virtue, both by 
word and example ; and though I have not vanity enougih 
to lid myfelf in the number of prc^hets or pterfeél meni 
jet I have reafon to conclude, that all this perfecutioa 
ts raifed againft me on aceount of the liberty X take tm 
reprehend the errors and ^stilinge^ of thofe who are Haves 
^o the Grand Signior as well as I, thot^h I haie bec9 
eommanded to do this by the moil augud minifter of the 
empire. But great men in power loye not to be told of 
their faults ; they would live arbitrary as fovereigns, witiw 
«^Ut the lead check or controul ) they «rill rather cherifh 
a thoufand flatterers and fycophaats, than fufier one Dio^ 
Irenes to liv«. 

^ But that which vexes me mod is, tj^t they glance ujn» 
on me in feme exprel&ons, as if I were falfe to the truil 
inrhicbis repofed in me.; a crime for which I ever had aa 
mindble abhorrence,L^an4 vhich im)uld fooncr |empt ma 
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a. thou£ind times to dk than 'to' he oiiìiie'«|^é^y'of^it» 
Thou knowcft my temper, and I need fay no oiore. •/ 
I (hoold have.burii with grief and in4igRaiÌQi> hflld"! 
9iot given my refcntment this vent, and that to a fiieiu^ 
^who, by knowing my afHidtioii, takes one half of it^^fo^ 
kis own {hare, and fo I ameafed. i 

Paris, ad of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1662. ' ' 



XII. — To AbrAhim Eli Zeio Hadgi, Preacher tv tee 
Seraglio, ^ - 

X HEV hare a proverb here m the Weft,, .which twyt^ 
^ AU is aot gold that gltilers •/' and it i$ fret|uently ve- 
rified in their own prieiis, who acegenendly the.gt«ate& 
bypocrkes in the world. 

. I had not becnJoi^ in thi& city before I fent a letter 
t0 Bedredin, fuperior of the dervifes of Cogoi in Natola 
{whofe fold. is 'now with God) y wherein I gave him aà 
•ccouot of the converfe I once had with a Jefuit ; §ov, 
pretending to be a Undent^ and retainer to the clergy, I 
could not atoid the company of ecclefiailics f - bcfides, . it 
masmj intereft to iniiniiate into their acquaintance, anc^ 
la tell the trnth, I have made; it a great pwt of my bufì- 
nefii to gain a:famHiasity With- priefls an^ 4erYÌfe$ ever 
£nce I came hither., !;. > . 

,. There was abuadaiee ofrealbnifor this- oiiNfeveral 9tì^ 
counts; for I. improved my£elf much by the fbciety of 
thofe amongft them that are learned, and I edified not j| 
I^tle by the very %nomnce and folties <if others « From 
fome I fqueezed out fecrets of ftate^ ai^ the defigns of 
cabals ; hf others I penetrated into the myfifrions vices 
«f tbeur ow» Older ; Ja a word,. aU of ihtm taught- xac 
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Imcthiag ar «tber vbaeb I imetpr not iMlen-ey aqé I ne»- 
ver had eeciioii to rcpe^it of kctpiag thdm company. 

'1 eonttaAèd » partittidarfiienlifhip with an fcoaeik 6iar 
#rtwomthk «ity,twlka wtte perfont of candour and 
kamingy but ndvr they: ate dead ; befides, I have had no 
finali mtloiacy with Cardinal Kkhlieu and his. fibceefior 
Milxaiini. I t^l thee,. if I had not ooveted the fsicnd* 
ftif> of thefe princely priefta» yet it had been impoifibte 
to efcape their knowledge, as obibure a figare as I make ; 
fiir it wns'thetr coaftant praékice thus to ieek ortt dìì the 
ftvàngert and traveller» in this city, under pretence of that 
great regraard they had for men of merit, but in reality to 
^ump out of them fbreigft fecrets* 

Cardinal Richlieu profeffed a great kiodnefa to me^ be- 
e^ofe i haJ been at Coiiftantinople, and in ether parts of 
the. Grand Signior's dominions ; he feemed alfo to imkie 
tine net n little for my {kill in interpreting Greek, Sda^ 
wmiey and otherlangiKtgeff of the Eaft : What he thou^it 
tff^me hi hifr heart I cannot divine, but have reafen £• 
^snk he fufpe^ed me for a nraffuhnan ; and yet I worn 
dar. he never feavehed for the main proof, the salai of * 
circumcifion : Perhaps it was an effe^ of his good nat 
ture, afe being ^kitth to roiri me inrec«yvevahly ; but I ra* 
ther aferibe it to Providence, which weuid net fufier hiin^.. 
it may be, to nndte (à fatid a refleékibn ; yet by his eli- 
der, iome years ago; I was imprifbned ' for - fix moon^v. 
What' the meaning of it was I cocid «ercr dwc into ; but 
I had a flirewd jealoufy of a certain Ti^nfjrHanitti reff-^ 
dent ^tW» courts wh«> perhaps might' do ine fome ill of» 
fices. Thewotld » like a lottery, wherein we «uft e»». 
peébto meet with many tudocky chances; 

By whtir I hirre faiil, thou wile eafily perceive, that' 
tbougbthe priefts litake af fsàr femfchaee of piety,- aortK 



Emtiofif woÀ-cùét «eKgimif ivirttuBSy yci «kof ort 
bufy-'bodie^ and wboUy taken dfi^m £scular afi«nb. . . .y 

ICtiiii were tbe worft cbanfkttr' tl|ey • dtCesve»- ;tkqr 
0i%}it pab jbr nevf good mc»^ and ^ncveffiuf tiiifariiBMMla 
of the public welfare» Jbeoatife ikey have the tutehigeaiid 
guwràhmMp of att men's confckttceft ; they iann them m 
tJieir youths and ipavem them in their ripeA yean ; be* 
fide»» they have many advantages of ftoeying tbe pvlttict 
more than other oum, as being aH educated m the acadc«s 
WSSy wheroy ,lf they be not very duU, they camiotiail of 
becomif^ good hiftonant» and indiierent ftatc£nca; foe 
tbeir Hnsaries aboond with all manner of ancient and mm ^ 
dcm writersy and their Gonveriation is geoerdly .lefincd 
and pregnant in mtrignes» 

-, Bat they oom^ thehr leanung wixh £dié mtaimtf 
iniùdi they borrow ùom an incolcsable pride and Senfii»^ 
ìàtff. perfeadiag themfelve» that' they are as far. abofo «ir 
tbcr meo» that ir» the hoty» as thofe are abow the beaibrsi 
thfiit God ha» beftenred on them a dignity luperiov to4]iafc 
of die greateft temporal anonardu i and» in 6n^ that 
tbie éarÀ it a paradife» and themicives the goda and indi* 
oik. 

When 2 fpeak at this rate of the Nasarene priefta» us-, 
darftand me not vithout scftri&ian s Thérejarc fomr go9d 
and boiy men amoi^ them» perfans ofuoUcyiihcd maot. 
ncrs and iaoonopt fiaeerity ; bnt thefe are very mscn tmA^ 
the French priefta afc cftecmcd the moft finccrc of mip 
«itlan the. pale of the Roman churefa* m 

Aft for the Italian écogjf tliey ans mere libortiaef^ ib^, 
moft debaudied and prodigate fellows in .the world* 

Adonai the Jew» a hyfce prifatc , agent of fènc. G^rsmd; 
Signor» who bad tvardlcd tip aaddaws llyrdugbiaU Jta* 
ly^ aad rcUcd a confidbrafale time it tMcbiflf ^es ««d; 
towns of BOtCi made many curious obicrratÌ9M and rc- 

z 
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miitfksoiithelive&oC^be priitftjBy^whkh he fctdowii la 
Lis journal. This I have by sae now^ it being fent me, 
ftc«Mrdiog|9=^4(^e, after his. death, by Zeidi Ala- 
BOim^r hÌ9ÌWcGi$fl^r-io iUi^i ft»i^ioo, ^ho ia at prefcnt at 

. I-l^axepeirured this rcla/tioD myfelf with no fmalV pka- 
^PffCy afiid:bdie9f it .will not be unwekoR^ to thee tpgivc 
thee an abftméi of what he fays. 

. . It «ft poffibk he may exaggn^te fome things, and de- 
JKfer^hiffkfclf too partially in othcrf, out of the natusal 
aitd ioherent a\(^riion the Jews have for the Chriftiaas ; 
^!«t thoM wilt find, that in the n^in he infiils only on 
Ibch nrfl«^oils as it becconesany man to make who bat 
the leaft fpark of common n^rality and reafon. 
.. In >the firft place, he finds fault with the ecclefiai^iGa» 
H^4hait.they abilaiu from marriage themfelves, yetrecom*- 
f^ndtkat ftate to the laity as a very holy (acrament and 
myftery of religion, whilil; they indulge themfdves at the 
faioe time in all manner of kfcivioufnefs, wallowing in 
SùRiì<M»n9 adultery, inceft, and fodomy itfelf. He fays 
there is hardly one pnefl in ten who does not keep two 
«ar three harlots, and the moft reclufe dervifes are either 
]NÌmpt to other men's lufts, or they indulge their own 
^h the moft infamous courtezans and catamites* Thefc 
pretenders t,o perfe^ion and fanélky are often found maf- 
^erading and revelling about the ftreets in the time of 
fthc carnival, with a company of whores for their attend* 
•Ants ; n«y, all the year round their monafterks are no 
#Aer than (lews or brothel-honfes ; they introduce wo- 
olen into their celU in a monaftic habit, and fo they paft 
for men, who come to vifit them as friends, relations, 4»* 
.traveyiers.. Tbcie ladies of pkafnre lie thus conceakd for 
.many days and t^ij^ts together $ and the fuperior of the 
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conV<^nt wiTiis-^t tlifsfor a littr« «lòiley» btifi^'oS^ lìMffL 
monly as bad as any oFthcmi ' . . 

Thcfe holy fathers go rharching ané flouchmg a!<5tìg 
the ftreets in the moft mortffied manner kiiagimkble; ydtl 
would take them for perfed fantones an4 idiots ; ]|^«>lh& 
is iill but mummery,^ whflft they afe the ttoft g!c?zhig hy- 
pocrites in the worìdy mere devils in a city^ a^^ ttboontf^ 
ing in widced thoughts and ^ra^cès; - J; « - • .i- 
Aéònai teQs a pleafant ftory of a young in<yAiAi<^ of 
St. Dominic V order at Rome : Thi« monk waiT'of nt^tè 
cxtraf^^ion» and his parents were Téry riéh 'and pówò^ 
in the city» on which account he was indulged in mlMf 
liberties denied to the reft of hÌ9 neli^ious bvethre» :ÌÙ 
was permitted to carry good quan^ies of gc^dahd^ftWèt' 
«bout him for his perfonal expences» arid to wear a fécu« 
lar habit fuitable to his birth and quah'ty $ but thitf Uba^ 
ty had like to have proved fkt^ to him «ne night 'd»f»|( 
the carnival. - » jt 

It was late, and very dark, when this rtUgióixP b«#^ 
was beating the ftreets upon the hunt' for whov^, anifi 
diking under cettain piazzas near the river Tiber^ he 
was accofted by a woman marked and in a very goeid 
dref», who fpoke to him fifankly, aflcin^ him the tiiaytO 
// Rotunda, This iii the name of a church in Ronje^ de- 
dicated to all the faints : In the time bf tiié Gentites^'k 
was called Pantheon, or The Temple of all the Oò^t. 
The monk being in one of his rambKng T^fquipages, and 
<his inclinations equally bent on pleafure^ having alfo an 
hundred florilis about him, prefèntly made attfwer,' He 
'would condUft^her to the place flie inquired fof : Sh«, 
after fòme counterfeit effays of a mbdeft rèpiilft, at lenglli 
accepted his coffer, and by the way he p^fdaded her in<% 
a taverti : 'Thè cuiittittg nym{>h:inattaged htt- %ufinefr Ifb 
well, that the monk, overheated with wine, and other 
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«atty«ot)eltatime9t% fftwSo in h»€mifk hat f timi be 

•B her hoMe :^ SbiT aéccpteé tine ibqIm» aod ticUmg' Kim 

Whca tkey anrived al tl^ pikutai wht «e they fiffft «iet|f 
tluate 9«rfoa9 afpcavcd muffiid up ia cloftks^ two <tf wUdb 
fittdéenly feixcd the monk» k<2k&]g ì3mr poo&irde sit Ur 
bteajk^ wUlft the third dU«Mi«g tht Udàen Isgh| of a 
èusklaoterA vMok he held w ki» ba^d^ faftgeaedoa tbe 
tad^yj and mad«i W ^aoiaaft: : As foon a4 he &w her £»•» 
be . ilaasped a»d lavedy menaced and £wor,e hi wooU be 
ihedeaU^of that viUain wfao hud deha«eKed Ms wife* Aft 
tfaia; wa» biA a forelaid defign : In. a werd^ altex all the 
parfii ofan «^Mif4d» inceaM», re^ei^efiid hafkao^» aékdjo 
thoh^Byi^t lafts through the intercelBon of the two ether 
«iSaftH^ ond the monk's 'penitent and fub'n^Hfiive addiefiv 
It waa concluded to fpare his life, and only ttrip: hko ci^ 
leedt lea*vtag him in that condition to £eek hie {nituae 
axnong the watclu 

. This was^foon pvt in execufiioost and the &e4»ooler9> 
vydth ail their prey, fecorely marched off. The poor 
ixkookt thus mxferably ahaifedoned, without gan&ents» m^ 
oey» or any thing to comfort him in his oalamityt or So 
bnbe'< the watch^ gave himfdbf over to. mehinchely asd* 
despair,» in regard this accident would hxing ao ecerarf 
sofamy Oft him, andhe fhould be no longer able to ftow 
his iuce in Rome, the feat of his nativity, nor among any 
of his kindred and friends. Sometimes he thought to* 
drown htmfelf in> the Tiber, or eUe to coontcrfbit a 
pbrenzy, and fo^roabawlingydrivelliag; andlaiki«g boO"' 
fenfe thrpòigh the ftreets, hoping the reft would never be' 
divvlged. . ■ ■ • 

WhiUt he wag in thefe penfive thoughts» wrefoltite what} 



tnành tiie. wttd% walking tkgk nxind^ boitad VBfm& ku» 
Oft a &dd»X) awe Sdm^ a naliedmpii ^ that timeaf 
«%ht kn^fiadi a Aakaxj ^mSf ^ firft wenrlburtkcl aa 
t^u|^ they had met a ffanftv iùt «c«»flcaiag tbasBBfelvai 
better, they boldly iekeéfais pctibo» atti' «aamuicA fa^w 
be eame in that conditioa. 
. ^ It was io vaiaior him to begv. entrei^ aad promi& any 
thing if they woidd- not expofe him to open ihataie $ thia 
did but iacreafe their cmiofity and fufpicfon» I» a wore» 
the phcc of their readeav^gus being veny near the lama 
tavtxn where this imfbrtunate mook had regaled his 
ftrumpet, they led him thither, and kept him prifoner illl 
the morning. He that kept the boufc remembered hia 
face again, and knowing that the governor of Rome had 
a fecret enmity againft the monk and all his race» fent him 
ptivate intelligence of this adventure^ encouraging him 
to take this opportunity of revenge, hintiag withal ijiat 
he need not take notice that he knew the monk^ but onlj^ 
puaiik him as an ordinary fellow bteaking the laws of thiot 
city* 

The governor, j^d of this occafion, when the monk 
was brought before him, ordered him to be whipped 
through the vcsj iireet where his monadery ftood : This 
mis done accocdingly, and as he pai&d by the gate, his 
brethnen, feeing him in that condition, ru/hed out and 
idkufid him from the executioner's hands, breathing re^ 
vei^ agaiaH the governor, and all that were concerned' 
in putting this diihonour on their houfe and the whole' 
order. 

I nauft be forced- to break off before I have informed 
thee of half their tricks, leii I (hould tire thee with the 
length of my letters > befides,. it is necefiary for me to 
conclude, unlels I would mils my opportunity, for the 
poft tarrie& ibr no man* . 
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Venerable Hadgi, live thou to eojoy the. fereoe plea- 
fares of virtue and innocence» .and pray for M^mut that 
ke may never be ftained with tl^e corruptions and vices 
of infidels among whom he i^Ades^ 

Paris, 1 8th of tbe 5 th Moon, of ihe year i^é62. 



XIII To the Chiaus, Bqjfa. 

1 HE French king's genius feems altogether bent on 
martial and politic affairs, and though he allows fome 
moments to his love, yet the greateft part of his time is 
confecrated to the neceffary affairs of fiate, and to tTie 
improvement of military difcipline. This has bé^h his 
courfe ever fince the death of Cardinal Malanni : ^is 
Biinifter, whilft he was lining, endesivoured nothing fo 
f ameftly as to divert the yoting monarch from minding 
bufmcfs, by plays, ballets, and other foft entertldninents ; 
but, as foon as he was dead, the king began by degrees 
to forfake his youthful recreations, and look into the a£» 
fairs of bis government* 

Tbe firft bold ftroke of regal authority which he gave, 
was the fuppreffihg the fupcrintendant of the finances, a 
very ancient office in France, but much abufed of late by 
thofe who. have enjoyed ft ; for, having thè managèmciit 
of the royal revenues, it has been foand out that they 
embezzled them to their own private ufes, purchafing 
houfcs, caftles, towns, and the faired eflates in the king- 
dom, for them and their poflerity. 

The Jaft in this office was the Sieur Fouquet, whoj 
befides the wafte he made of the king's money in this 
kind, was laying, up an ^extraordinary provifion of arms 
and powder in Bellille, a fea-port of France, which gave 
the king fo great a fufpicion of his ill defigns, that he 
went in perfon after him as hx as Nantes, and being thert^ 
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£»ther inforriied of à private correfpondence held between 
the Sicar Fouquct and fome malcontents of Cardinal dc 
Rct2*8 party, he caitfed hiili to be arretted, and fent pn- 
foner to the Wood of Vit^ciennes, from whence he has 
fince been brought to the Baftlle. This was done in the 
ninth moon of the lad year, and was the- occafi^n of 
creeling a new chamber of juftfce, to inquire into the 
condu^ of thofc who were employed by Fouquet in the 
management of the finances. 

The great difcoveries this chamber has already made of 
the cheats and tricks pradif^ by thofe through whofe 
hands the king^s revenues^ haire pafied, will it is thought 
move the king ro eflablifh it as a perpetual and fovereign 
court of inqnifitton ; fo that not the value of an afper 
(hall henceforth be paid out of the royal treafury without 
the approbjition of this chaotber. He has alfo retrenched 
many fupei^nous offices tn his houfehold, that he may the 
more eafily fupporC the charges of thofe that areneéet 
fery. 

Thou wilt better comprehend the wifdom of this prince 
when thou fhalt know that he trufts nothing abfolutely 
to his mioifterSy but pries into every thing himfekf : He 
ex^imtnes masters of the fmallell moment as narrowly as 
the moft important concerns ; he makes daily refoirma*- 
tions among h^ dome&ic fervants, and nèw^models both 
the army and the ftate, which is alfo no fmall argument 
of his courage, and, the great nefs of his fpirit^ in that he 
dares contradiél the methods of all his progenitors, take 
the frame of this mighty government as it were to pieces» 
and having mended, every thing that was amifs, join*it 
together again, but after a pattern whoHy depending oft 
his own judgment. This has aftémihed the greatell 
ftatefmen of the age, ,who confider the boUnefs of the 
^ndenakiixg» and yet canaot find one falfd fiep in his 
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mtafiret ;Tor whertats ^ntnciiy Ae prineei t>f the Uobé» 
the x>iBieerB.^F the ibtte, the governor of proWnoeBy wità 
otbergrandees, have given fteqixnt troidik teethe kjiig» 
of France^ and not feldom raifed dvil wir «w^heQ' any 
' thing di%iifted them, (fo great was theh- powers afid fo 
fisaH their dependence on the king) this mofiaareh lias» 
by a happy effeét of his jtidgment and veftdttti^nr» ^féa 
fo dexterouB a turn to the whole fyftem of tlie pt^c, 
that the princes find themselves more aggraiidifed than 
ever, the officers of the crown perceive theit dtgmty in« 
creafed with new laftre, and, the goveniors of pfovlnees 
exefcife a fbronger hand over their fobjedb ; ytt ' aB of 
them are reduced to an endre dependence oa llie lettig 
kinaCelfftnot Mug in a capacity ever to vtkid again, vAà^ 
is efteemed a mirack of poMcy« Asheiia» thus ^iiicd 
the point of his fubje^ at Iwine, aad ^sMifked Ine* 
reaim in the moil pofibéfc i^OiBomy that can be t magi mi^ 
fo hehasTecovereda partacokr koiiour abroad» tkat tiy 
this time has beea always difputed between the crowtis Of 
Fnmce and jSpain. 

It fcems an ambsrfUor from Sweden arri^o«d at tke 
Engliih court in the loth moon of the laft year : The 
French ambaiSiUdor frot his coadies to hrmeur ìm pi4^ 
entry, ^ as ìb tifual betwseen^ friends ; bat the Spaniifa an 
ba&dor«d6%aiag to affront the Fieueh, feat his coaches 
alfo to attebd die ceremony, accompanied by his own^ifr^ 
vants, aad a rabble of idle perfons whom he h^d hired on 
purpofe ; thefe fell on the French as they were paffing 
al^g tkL Jk€e.(» UUtd fena»! tf the»» «od by -Ime 
ftopped their coaches till thofe t>f the Spantft aiiMfiàdor 
were got before them, the pre-eminence ei place bdng 
the:chief tiling avchad ab 

This was. highly rdGmted at the Freneh courts a&d e« 
very b^ tkoii^ht tkata fre& war irould break ^>ut i^gain^ 
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teswBen dM t«^ &»tt0ttt oo diis aceeimc. The mtgrj 
ycmilg moMiteh -cdinmaiiéod the Spftxrifh ambaffiidor refi- 
dent here to <k^tt the kkigdoniy and when another was 
feat to (up|4y hb plate, the king forbade hhn to enter 
hia dMSìiaionaé Compkìnts were made«t fifeidridy andali 
things tended to a ruptnre ; tiU «t length the King of 
Spai^ lumng promifed to make fatiafadion, his ambalh* 
•dor was r«KÌvcd<it this court, who affnred the king fhat 
hia mafter dibrowed the «éHon of .his mmifter in Eng- 
land,* and had gtven ei^re6 eoonmand to aH Imtan^f* 
(«dors to foreign conrts not to dilpnte the- ^iiiacé wi& 
tbofe of France, bnt to yield tt to the ktter where theT" 
flKMiU both.he ^^ent at the fame entry. This was de- 
daned in the pf^^enee of thutyfereign minifteri refiding' 
at this conrt, wfnoh has railed a iraAreputatÀm toiihe 
King of Fmnee ae^ong aUhts nei^bonrs, and ftmdt the 
gfleaitor i«^er«nee into his f nh^eéàs at home* 

In B. weH, he is looked ^tipon as ^e moil ifertuna^te 
prince in Chriftendom, and every ^atc courts his friend* 
ihtp : He gives the law to the reft of Enrofpe, yet tc- 
anaks 'h^mlelf arbitrary isnd above controul. 

How long ;his albirs will contimie :at thishcr^t is 
known only to God, who exalts and abafes whom he 
pleafes, who k the fole tnonadreh of dl things, reign- 
ing ibr ever, wfd]!ontthe leaft (faadow of revoltttion ot 
change. 

I^aris, nth of the 7th Moon, of the Year 166a. 



XIV.— To the fame. 

\r was late when I ftniflied niy other fetter, bfcSig thfe^ 
hour <tf the dcvil*s range, when dieinftrnd fpirits iare per- 
mitted to air themiehes in this trppér world, liftftbofight 
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I heaxd the chttmiig^schp of 4b«i§rai«aof ^andU^ 
are (hut at that feafon to keep out the demons from cift« 
tcring and difturbiiig tbft repofe of die.Ueffed. TJus 
iiiad«xnc<3Q«cIade.fbabrtQ|dy.9 lift fomis b^fy £embC4if 
the dark rq;ions (hould have in&vtedef il m myUxi^.wbj^ 
I was afleq>. I recommei^kd a^yfelf to G^d» aod went to 
bed. After two hours reft awaking^ I perceived by *tiie 
crowing of the cocka that the troopa of i^U wore relioed 
to their deo, chafed down by Arébints and the goandiaii 
coaftellatioM of the South» aud by the^aog«lfl of the fe- 
^ood watch ; Then I arofe» and cheerfully addreifed my- 
lelf toGiodyfttaifiog hun for the fucceffire bencfito ojfdsiy 
aad i)ightf and estoUing his magaifieent wofka - wkkafac 
ca^fitc order that he has dlabliihed ia the worid. &c* j 
mendicriog aUb that I was a man» and not bora to. Abc^ | 
but to fi^rve the Grand Signiorand my friends» i^re^ekily 
fet pen to paper again to give thee/a brther aEoemai -af ] 
the French king and his court, widi bidx ocourroiecs u j 
have hastened of late. I 

This monarch is very lingular in his candaA aatd man* 
ner of life» not brooking to be confined ^to the aaasms 
•f others» but fquaring all his aéUons by r«kaaf hi» 
own ; yet it is difficult to find a fault in his proceeékgt: 
lie hears the. advice of his cpunfellors and fcieads» vvd 
when they have done» he convinces them in many doagt 
that they are under a niiftake» which makes them «dfiùre < 
the force of hjs reafon» and the readinefs of his wit» e* 
fpecially ^en they fee the events anfwering expe^tioa. 

Neither is he akqgether /b intent on ftatt matbeca» but 
that he fometimes gives himfelf the diverfioa of a famiUar 
difcourfe with the moil ingenious ajrtifts of all forts» wha j 
find themfdvf a nauch ingprQied» hf the quickndb of his 
invention» and t]^ Xolidity of his judgment in the mecha- 
nics ; for he is an exceUcnt ^afmith» fwordcutter, am* 
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oummker» vAé tt&ty thing that beomses a kfftg to pro*' 
fc&. ' ' 

He i» a good architcél 4fo, ^nd Uke9 vaft édSgàt tir 
bttilAigs» having laid the fouiidationr of fetenl magniii-»' 
cent ftmduresy palacesr of a noble defign^ and intended to' 
ontvie the nM>ft polite and glorioiM fjdmcs of anetent^ 
Greece Biad Rome ; for I teU thee this monardi would nor 
^trSliagly eome ftort of any of the Caefars. 

At the begioaing of this year he aggrandifed hi< court* 
by a» promotaon of fixty-two knightc of the Holy Spirit. 
1 have often meatiooed this order in my letters to the" 
tfoiaifters of the Porte, and thon that haft been in France' 
knowelb that it is the next ftep jto being made peer of 
tfad realm* I ifaall only info«a thee, that daring the cere^* 
|R09aes of this kft promotion, the Dukes of Vendofme and- 
LiO^lieviUe had a feud about the precedency, which at k^ 
iwas^adjttfled in ùvom" of the former ; in a word, the kingf 
àcdbeetà the hoiUe of Vendofme to have a nght of priority 
before all other princes, and to fucceed in the throne it«^ 
fdf ncjBt dFter the houfe of Bourbon* 

This M looked upon as a bold effort of royal power, 
and ham Sartia ali the eonrt : No lefs fuiprifed were they 
to . £se the Duke of Lorr»ne refign aU his eftates to the 
Kmg of France» referving only the poffeffion of them 
duòng his life. 

Aad now the king ha^ng weathered thè point with all 
las enemies, both foreign and domeftlc, ftudies* nothing 
rncme eameftly. than to divert his queen, and let his fnb- 
j«^8.tafte the fw^ets of peace, the eSeéi of his matchtefs 
fortune, to whidi even crowned heads ^nd themfehe$ 
oQjapelkd- to floop and ùAmàt, 

On the fifth of the foregemg mooi^ by his appoint- 
ment, WW held a tournament, or carou^, as the Tfvnch 
call it : This is a Son of exercife on horfcback, !n imk 
Fol. FI. ' E 
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tation,of .the anclept mannqr of fightuig^witb ijpear and 
fword. 

. The place wher; they ran wan railed about« and mag- 
luficcnt chiof^SjCreded for the qu^en and ladle's of the 
court to fit in as fpeftators; The divertifement wa» very 
pompous, and the king was one of the combatants j the 
reft were the I^,uke of Orkanst the king's brother, the 
Prince of Conde, the Duke of Enguicn, foo to the 
prince, and the Duke of Cuife ; each of tfcefc kd a 
troop of horfc into the field ; that of the king was ha- 
bited ^fter the manner of the old. Roman knigbta; the 
Duke of Orleans's made a figure like the J^^xjàaiiB ;; the 
Prince of Conde's reprefented the Ottomans ; the Duke 
of Enguien's troops were in Indian habits ; and the 
Duke of Guife's appeared like the favages of America. 
It would be too tedious to defcribe* the particular mag- 
Bificences of each : SufEce it to fay, that they were all 
prodjgioufly majeftic and rich in their equipage : The 
courfes alfo they made were brave and fall of gallantry ; 
but the prize, which was a diamond of great value, was 
adjudged tp the Prince of Conde by the queen-mother. 

One of the former Kings of France loft his life at. this 
royal exercife, being run through the eye into the bcaio, 
by the fpear of an Englifh knight, then at the French 
court, and one of the combatants ; for which reMon the 

' foljoiwing kings of France forbore to expofc themfekes 
,to the like dangei : But this young Mais fears nothings 
.b^ing as venturous and bold as was Sultan Amurat, the 

' trophies of whofe vidorious combat with the Perfiaa 
cbaH^enger, at the fiege of Babylon, hang up in the trca- 
fury to this day» as monuments of his invincihle courage 
and ftrength. Sultan Achmet alfo took great delight 
in throwing the lance with his courtiers in the Atmesdan. 
Thefe are iports fit for kings and great generals nd 
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fome of the Roman Caefan tbexnfelTei would play tbe 
gladiator. 

It 18 not lawful for me to ccnfuré or reflet on' the 
aAfons of my foTcrcign ; bnt I w21 tell thee what the 
French fay of him by way of contempt ; *« That he nc- 
Tcr combated in hts own perfon with any thing but tt- 
morous haies and hinds." It makes me blufh to hear 
tbe great emperor of the £aft thus bkfpbemed by the 
pro£me months of infidels ; and it were to be wifhed lie 
troold do fome furprifing aélion to niife himfelf another 
diander. I (ay no more, but recomn^nd thee to God . 
and tbe white angeL 

Paris, nth of the 7th Moon, of die Year i66i. 



XV. — To Zexdi Alamanzi, a Alcrcbant at Voice. ^ 

i. Hot7 hall obliged me beyond my expe^ation, in that 
«nple hi^ory of thy Hfe which th^ letter c<Atain8 : \ 
eftecm thee not the worfe becaufe thou wcrt bona of 
ChsiftiaA parents, but rather put ibe higher valoe on thy 
merit, in that, being bred in fuperftition and error, thou 
baft volnntarily embraced the truth, without any pio^ft 
of advancing thy intcreft. 

When a man of a noble ftock, bom to riches and ho* 
nours, bred in foftnefies and delights, and a6hiaHy po(^ 
feffed of a fair eftate, fhall dius abandon bis country, hit 
rdatiGtos, liriends, and acquaintance, with aA his nadre 
r^hts and enjoyments, purely for ^the love of Cod, rb* 
figning himfelf wholly to tbe will of deftiny and tBe 
eondoft of providence, without coniulting his own eaic 
and delight in this world, it \s an evident fign of a fiiiih- 
ftd heart, and that his integrity is whhout ftain. 

An this, and moch more it' fcems thou haft done, and 

E 2 
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therefore 'thou canft not* 'fail of being happy in %)ns 
world, and in para'dlfe, 

^ 'I am cfxttiemely pleafed in reading the tarious adven- 
tures- of thy youth-, thy earily inclinations to vifit foreign 
óannttkif and thy adhiad trairels through Europe, Afia, 
ahd Afiicà : This là the only way to Icarh true and com- 
plèti^ wifHoni ; for a man edifies a thoufand times more* 
byhisl^wn perfonal cxpericnfce of things, tharf'by all the 
nfiòtt elegant dcfcriptions that can be made by others ; 
bcfides, the advantage of becoming expert in the feveral 
kngus^es and dialeé^s of the earth, whiA he cari never 
learn fo peffetìJy in books, as l)y convetfing With the 
Aarives of each country through which .he pafieé. 

Beyond all this, there fs an infinite pleafure in feeing 
the variety of objcft's^ which every where' expofejthem- 
ftlves to a traveller's eye : There is nothing more de- 
lightful to human nature, than to try all things :' Man is 
cloyed with what is too familiar to hinfi j Hie fnKft mag- 
nified rrt palace would appear as a pnTon to him that were 
always confined to it ; the greateft fields and moil ihzàf 
groves would afford us no refréflimciit,* if we Had'h6i 
liberty to ftraggleout of them ivhen'we pieafedJ Mtó* 
is naturally wild as other animals, and it tIs as* bad*a¥ 
death to be reftrained of his freedom. I had ratheif-,'» 
certain fèafons, range in -a wildernefs, aB overrun wkh* 
weeds and briars, than in the moft regular and fragrant 
garden in the world é I would willingly cliooie the fa- 
tigue; of climbing "up à high, fteep, craggy mountain, for 
the faké df a nèW and larger p'rofpeft, before 4he eafe tìf 
wàlkiifg48waysin à loW valley, or even plain,' tfiougK 
gi^ccdivirfr nevcf fa many inVhring objefts, whicli muft' 
aHvays bethefimé; for fulfomeare the vcfy pleafurcs 
we at^ daily aòcnftbmed to. ' 

r dèubl riot but that it waB vtrj agreeable to thee in 



tij jottmeys» when every remove thou madeftirom ftafe 
to ftage promifed thee fometfaing xiotcI and frefhr^ 
man in fuch cafes» is apt to thixfk the fun hixofelf new^ 
if^o has fhined upon htm.frqm bis nativity ; the air» the 
earth» and waters appear not the lame elements in. dif- 
ferent pUces ; or ijE ovu: reaibn conrincea us their xiatiire 
Ì6 not changedi yet we look upon them as maiqneraders^ 
every day in a new drefs ; efpeqially when we go froiA 
one region and dimajte to another, the ftraagenefs of;thc 
4i%uife is he^htened : So. infinite *a variety ptefentsi 
itfelf to thpfe who travel» 

. But nothing affords a man greater delight tha^ to be 
£uniliarly aeijuainted with the differeot habits» hws» cuf^ 
toms, manners» and religions of mortals like himfrif : 
Tq fee them in one part of the world adoring, the fun» 
becanie he ihifies pn them bat once a-year» whUft all.the 
jr^ft, of. the time they are ih|U .up in cox^tiniaal darkneiis^ 
very near beiii^ ftarved with cold» and making hard.j[hif|8 
tp live ; in another» to behold them gnmadng» and hear 
themcurfipg that g^rious planet becaufe he is always. 
too. m^r them» rendenag their countries barren», drying. 
up their water» and fcorching their pcrfons almoft to^ 
death» mufl needs be delightful to. a contemplative man«.. 
And for aqght we know» the laughter of Democritiis. 
might be the refult of as good thouglus as Heraditus'si 
tears.: Who vi^ould not fmile to fee fome paying divine. 
hQpours to the fcarec*-ow of their garden^ to a tree, % 
hogr a dog, or any thing they firft caft their eyes on ia, 
tbe moroisg» as th^y do in Lapland I And yet. who csia 
Ibibe^l to weep» when he fees men profeiSng.to bdieyc^ 
the laws of Mofes» and the Mefiias» (who bpth preached, 
up the divine unity) preteiiding to the pureft. religion ìa^ 
the world, and bred in the ftudy of the Hciences» wOr](hip, 
8;oc]u and ftones» pidures and images, pajla^^^gs, bpn^s». 

» 3. 
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Inirs, biu^ old wood> «r ai^y ; thìn|^ tbat their cunning» 
pricfis inopofc upoa them as adorable? 
.* Happy- art thou, Zddi» who art fre^d ftqm thefe file 
pGrftkioni of the Nazavenciy and thrice happy an that 
Hkàu haft changed them for the faith unbletnifhcd^ the 
doAnoev of tì'Uth and reafon, (be pradicet of £iicere 
morahty. aiui virtac. Thou haft not ftunped a. rock t» 
bH inio a iqukkfandy nor abandoned idohtry to fink into 
alhcibn; but thou haft efcaped from narrcmr gtd& and 
ftinits» into a free a&d c^en fea, from the 4ark fogs and 
mift9 of frozen Chriftianity ^o the bright tm^irt of the 
O/iAanSy t^ feieae company of true believersy where 
«harity^ and a&eal are ia their genuine and primitiTe. 

'Binoi^ che time that thou firft Jifte^ up thy finger .to 
Hdaycn^and m^deii a conieflion of 9Qe (Grod, andMahome( 
his apoUe» . none of the iipaums ormqjlahs have ever at^ 
t0»flti to cineomvent thy reafpn . ydtJA feigned mii^des^ 
fo(^fh pilgrimages, tales of old women, fi^ions of poet^ 
OS! dkiy holy firattd» : Thpu pcrceifeft nothii^g but down* 
eight integrity in the .cenyerfation of the fajthM ; vibefc*» 
as. the Chriftiattfly whdm thou haft juftly d|:ferted, have^ 
thoufand windings aad turnings, foldings and intncacioi 
in their do&rines and jiives ; fo that it is ahnoft as eafy 
£oT a blind man to walk from Paris to Coinftantioople, as 
fot* ^e£? iofisCbBb to grope out the way to paradife, 
through fo many meandeis and mazes : They are in- 
volved in a perfect circle of error and vice. 
l^ «Pifttfe be.lo &q4»^ ^i^ho planted the mopn in the laes- 
Kkis^aildtrslufesi.ihe ftai»,t& dart their ref^eihing rAphf 
night# th<i«« art^happily dcliTcrcd out vf» their . fnare^ 
iiCteiiolthy' refideacènow among them ever tqpipt thet 
to> nÉtficn to thp^ :rèl%ioit8 vamtfes . pi: holy tHflea». whiph 
have once made^thee fick at the heart. Remember that 
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tfeòu ft^areft ih thy body the matk of a tint htlkrtr, the' 
fcal of a great facramcot, the charader of a pTòfouttdi 
mfyftery, circumcifion, the emblem of purky, by whfclk 
thou art more ennobled than by the blood of the Pbld-< 
nian lord, thy father, which flrcattas in thy teins ;' fdi' 
nbw thoii art ineorpOrated into the foèiety and UneagRe 
of Ibrdiim, the iHuilriòus patriarch, and friend of God, 
ccmiider that thou art as it were ingrafted into the-glori^ 
ot»t ftoek of' the Ifnxaclites, bom to fub'dóe all thingé, 
and in the determined time, to poifefs thè empire of the 
uni^erfe, ' Thou hall the honour alfo to ferve the GraAd 
Sijgiiior, lord of the climates and feas, majeftic heir of 
the Ottotnah^houfe, Ihadow of God on earth. 

Hold faft, therefore, the profeffion of an unblaftieaWe 
flith, and whatever temptation thou mayeft meet with, 
keep thy mind always fixed on the unfeen joys of para- 
dife, the crown of juft and faithful men, the reward of 
faeh af^ adhere to God and his prd^het without Binch* 
mg. ■ 

"' Mi&mut fidutes thee in imagination, with a parting kift, 
atiid' tin affeéHonate fqueeze of the hand, which thoi» 
knòwefl was in ^!l ages a token of hearty good-wilt and 
friehdfhip. 

Paris, I5tli of the 9th Moon, of the Year i66a. 



XVL — To tie Kaimacmam. 

X HEitE is IMte to be a breach between this court and 
that of Rome, if the pope does not condefcend to the 
dentands of the French King, who ftyles himfelf the 
eldeft fon of the church, and therefore highly refents aà 
indignity that has been done him of late, in the pcrfoa 
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i»£: tfcq...'£)!itbf jof ercqoi^ ha ^ambaffiutor ^t tiiT jLovm 
court. 

»i It %|BS jdir popcf 8 • guMtds». on the doch of ^e 8tli 
iHAMy «n^t flft atteiBpt on ^ Bfc of thi» nunifter iute 
ofiits «3&r thcf ilk> put baibsurooi^ abiifei 00 aU the 
Ftcnch.>di8t.:wcrc in that city ; "infenuich as tlte I>fik« 
iwhI JDttchcft of Caeqoi were obUged to 4pik Rome jtri' 
viadUFt aod retire' into Tufcany ; bckj^ advifed to take 
tfat» coutfie bf aK the cdxdjfod» and other g^niees that 
are frieodfi to- Fi-anecr 

Tke Jung mceivcd news of thk hj an «xpr^ wMch 
«al»eufroin.the.Ibikcof Creqni» on the ilthofthe^ 
moon, and he was paffionately touched at fo faoSegiovi 
an iiycuy» whcreHy he ss not only wronged hunfeifi l>ut 
ibolaw of nations Is viokted in a moft notovkiusAÉa- 
Bcr#. 

^ Wheaefore/to.fliDwhiarelcntmenty oh the feme da!^ 
that the courier came from Rome, the king ordered the 
lieutenant of his guard» to tell the p<^'t nnnclo at this 
court» ^hat he muft forthwith depart the- kh^dom, un- 
der the condud^ of thirty hoiie. This was performed 
accordingly, andthe'nundo was hurried away irnmedr* 
atety, without foffering him to ^eak with any perfon 
living» faft thole who were to accompany him to the 
InnitlerB; and thié order was publicly proclaimed in Pa- 
tiàé -tTlie king aUb wrote to the pope» demanding^ £Ktif- 
faéUoo for fo horrible an outrage, and caafed «Mfpatches 
to be fent to aU the c^ardii^als in Renne, advifing them to 
contribute what lay in their powers towards a good 
undcrftanding . between the pope and him, protefting, 
that otherwife the calamities which might follow were 
9iot to be laid to his charge* This is a modeft way of 
threatening nfe^ by Cbriftian princes» who do not al« 



^pays lpe«k m thiuider» like oitr cafteni o o aan el s , whn 
-they menace war. 

I i)shte tlufr as a thmg^ which thmgb- k ^^pM^ of 
Imll «lomeiit at the bcgianing» yet ka cooCnpMicaraBMPy 
1m^ great and cxtcnfivc^ if the ¥wcatk kiag and tkefOfic 
(hottl^ come to aa lopcn mptuce». All tke^mees- in Eu- 
^pe would fif^ fheaaiebM cagagad tm oàc fide or otheiv 
aad we aaufiiilfiiaiia might Uve to fee the whole fiate ' of 
Chriileudoia daunted» alieaated» and embroiled in* waca 
among themfelves, whereby they would lay thtir couik 
^ijief naked aod opeo to the invtacifalc anon» of theOtto- 
9i9n«,. a lineage of high renown, and deftiaed to fiMiM 
1^ things» . ' 

But k is thought the holy father at Rone wiU w> finr- 
ther provoke fo daring and powerful a moaarck at him 
of France, by juftifying the infoleaces of his janizaries^ 
who prooeeded to that he^ht .of lury, as to di£(&urge 
goDs ii^te the wiadows of the French ambaflador» kflled 
fcveralof hisratiaue» and affaffinated , the. Dutchcft of 
Crequi in her coaeh as (he pailcd along the ftreeti^ 

. lUuftnous BUxufteTi theb are vblations not pra^&d 
l^. the moft hatbaroiis fw^-ages ; and U is an evident %b. 
9f a decay ing^ empire^ where the public faith is thus per- 
$diouily broke. God infatuates the infidels, that he may 
fpc^dity bring them to ruin ; whereas he daily enltghtenl 
the ju(i foUowers cf the prophet, and dkeàs thaoi in tka 
ways of profperity and peace. 

PsriSf 3d of. the nth Mjtn, o£tHc Ycmr ió6a. 
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XVn. — To Mah VM MED, the lUuftrtous Eremite of Moum 
Uriel in Arabia, 

JLM tbe iiame bf God, bemgn and merciful, I approat^ 
die refidence: of gveat {tn^movkjy the tremendous foli- 
tilde» the cave blefied by frequent yifitations of angck, 
and by the former prefence of the moft ftiblime among 
mortak» Mahomet» the legate of the Eternal, the ple^ 
ftipotestiary of Alia, king of heaven and earth, AUal 
There is but one ! whofe name refounds through all the 
•lbs «boTe, when pronounced by the futhful adorers of 
the divine unity on earth ; and the echo thereof, from 
the adamantine gates of paradife, reaches the abyfs of 
heH, ftrikifig the infernal fpirits with horror and aftonifh- 
mcnt ; they trenAle at the found of the dreadful word, 
which chains them up in their prifons of d^knefs; 
whereas^ had they faith, they would" rather rejoice, bé- 
Hoving^ that the feme word will one day releafe them 
froni their torments ; for fuch is the ckmency of the 
Omnipotent, as our holy dolors teach. 

Oh Mahiimmed, friend of die Mojft High, and tenant 
to his prophet, I Have experienced that it is good and 
wholefome to begin every thing we do or fay in the n»ne 
of God. Whofoever does othervnfe, either fails in the 
progrefs or the end of his defign, and fo remains in con- 
fniion. ' Tagot creeps intoi his enterprife, and through 
malice fpoils it, robbing a man of his crown ; or Negid- 
her, the fpirit of envy, winds himfdf ia, and «ntangles ~ 
It; or AbHs, the demon ^ melancholy, cafts a damp 
on it, ^ and bereaves the undertaker of his Joy. Such is 
the fate of thofe who through profanenefs, floth, or 
contera^t,rfoiget to pay the due Teneration we owe to 
the author and feurce of providence and good f occefs. : 

Let 128 not therefore think, the time mi^fpent, which is 
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taken up in the praife$ of Him who has acMier begin- 
ning nor end, Father of all the generations in this t^ble 
world, and that other ^hich is concealed from mortals. 
Ut is the governor of our lives, and our fde patron lb 
all neceffties; let us extol and magnify his atliribotes 
without end. / . . 

I am by «ature contemplative and theughtfu! ; but I 
tnuft needs acknowledge, that 1 oWe to my educatioft a- 
nong the muiTulmans the force of my ^h and itligioo. 
The various turns of fortune and experience il^ich I 
iiave had in the world, could never yet blot out the in»> 
prefRons of my early years, or dimkiifh the reverence I 
have for our holy Prophet : I often revolve in my mind 
the feries of paft ages, and the hiftories of former times, 
the origin of nations, and the various laws, religions, 
wars, and changes ; I -traverfe the different epochas of 
the poftcrity of Ibrahim and the gentiles, comparing tì»e 
date of IfraePs tranfmigration out of Egypt - with tfife 
years of NabotlafTar and the Olympiads: In all of. them 
I find great obfcurity, contradìélion, and doubtfulnefs, 
which puis me upon examining the records of Egypt and 
the Ailyrians.. The antiquity of both h very great, and 
yet it comes far fhort of the* Chinefc chronology, and 
that of the Indian Bramins. 

When I have tired my foul with a vain fearch of that 
which can never be difcovcred, when I confider the prot- 
bability of an univerfal deluge iu the time of Noah, and 
the arguments which alnioft demonftrate thetontraty, 
comparing this with the flood of Deucalion, and that 
other of Ogy^cs ; in a word, when -I reflect on the nunr- 
"bcrlefs incongruities that are found in the regiftcrs bf 
paft ages, I cannot but condatle there is as' much reafon 
for me to believe,' that God has dettmiinatcly thus dark- 
ened the knowledge of mortals^ as that he confouiKied. 

R 6. 
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llÉKHirof^ Mkibft^ ^^lieace k will be but loft tàbtfuf for ta, 
girilo iivb SI tl^cfedatlftr^imet» to&ek for My afiiirtuice 
or certainty of the troths) a» 'matters o£'U>' ftntote aad 
fiirl^aM]fki4«-' V :,:..(. ^ . 
r Wbcaefmy leannag .«ibty natibs' te» thetr ùwm -cridi^ 
tioiiilir tte fcws .to the numnicilptB of Mofed tnd ^éà* 
»bbi8> the Gentflet. éa the f ragmenu of He<toe« ^Ttifr 
inegiftut, Orphe.QSs Homer, Ue^d» Theoj^iniftua» ^d 
other fagcs of Egypt» Phenicia» and Greece» I» for my 
fmXf^vaofBMét^tb thè volume of majefty» the great iO- 
c<^an» an<L.the.writmg8 of our. holy. io^orSf AmatiMp^ 
the ifon^ of Ifmaet, not puzzling myfelf with endlefs dif- 
ptttea and qaeiUoiiSa nor ccnfuring othera who worflup 
fSfiA afl»r libeir own way» and the docume&tt of tb^ 
fathimi» bttt. iinnly bclieràig» that he who f&vtB God 
fM»ocdnig to the dtdatee of hÌ8> reafoot who- h jiift to 
m^ tod beafts» and in aU thingpr otukimm an ìanbeétt 
pwtyi ^Ehfe». k as accepuble to th^ Great CWator add 
]mp»riaid Judge of the UniverTe» aa he that lUii Itad %hè 
' l^ppimfsi^tQ be inArtt&ed in the pofitite Injunftions éf 
fit^fin, the oeveakd will of the- Omnipotent ) and thtf 
II^ to bclbe Ieiife4)f our holy lawgiver» 0i thè Me& 
^i W'of fltt the proyihcU in.geaef«l< 

Poubtleia that fuperlatively Mercilal aad ladulgèat 
iS9PiiÌ¥ei at the fiaOtict of mortali ; he pities the kino' 
tiible jigMòraace of fome» and . the £ital neceffitks «f' d« 
tlM^P^ V he imova the Infinite. «anety of our bodjly eoa? 
^kut&^nct'and the. efua%. different bcpt^of our fonls^ 
ie CAoiideiaHher:£:)reft.jq£thc f^lomeau and dibmtet where, 
ijn we lÌYe> and the iincpnquej3ibl& mfiuence of the ihn 
i|Adrt'>idA:hrV4,wrre kanu The, whole fyftem of hu^ 
u»a^UiMtt: wkb itai moft hidden ciremnftaneed» is t»r 
p^i^Tloithe.eyeA a£ him.Wfao'ÌMk all dilligs i be i^ e$ 
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re.qiiire« na lOQre of DieQ Iban caaèei cxpcAed . horn -M 
fsiQuIUc^. wJtb which iie bas codowcé >lheài i^ *iiadi»t^^ <#fli 
jl^e ÓMimsmy iliati for a» invdb^lkry eyflj - ^^ 

O Mahuromed» this is my faith, my hoftf-j^ia^^ 
ss^XkSdefM^ 4>thcnvir€v I ihoidd .^dcipar erny^^mceii^ 
If h amguiky of tnot «nd'prefumption, correa) ism hk 
thf^itiom ; for, beCnre iktt I am but afean fdiòt.. 

*^ Yari»/ tote of tlie x«th Moon, of the Vear f d6i. " i 
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XVni.— ?«> HasnadAr-Bassi, CiS/^ Tnafurer toÈ^ 
Highnefsm 

X HE. Frfoch have ne\dy felt the motions of « joy» 
whofe biftK aod growth wa& like that of a muflirMU», 
Xìid4^ iuidiwìft».the produdl of a very little time, ^M»d 
jghkl» «ndcd ìovmouffoii^ and tears* The moon^ol No^ 
ye^ibftr |>dield a daugbtcr bòra ^ the Qaeeoof Fr^ce | 
but tbs|t.>j»koet h»d hardly carried the. ne^e throo^ all 
tii^e .fig^ of the sodiae» and commanded: the ftaf^.of 
I/fanc^ t9 oelebv»te a dunahna» befiu« Am was obligeA 
fA lie th^ meOenger, of s&oiie (ìmì tidings, atid to prodaim 
the death of this yottng princefs to ti^e€OiifteBati<ms that 
i4fift«5.fithcri)irth. ; ... .-.,.. 

Isk % word, file was. horn, on the <ftch of tite llth 
moon, and died on the 50th of the 1 2th. •- Itkok« n$ if 
ihe.^nly ctamointjo th&naorld to be a wkiitff^W^the t^^ 
chifi«p of tht pfiftBi0 between hc».fapiher luewia X<IV; aa4 
her .gffand&tWJPhiiip King of Spaio, 4Uid:^fo^ Vciatfn. té. 
thfl^r^pnof fcpailttw &vk* .,. ! . ^ -^1 .;-. ..v 
. This pcsjpe w^iA.gnkeral terna figncdand £riikd1ÌMg: 
s^, but thereof fsiained fbme difficuhies i» adjwftMlg'^ 
jimltp of tb^^Fwah.qmi|HAfti» '"whid» w<9e «éfttihrcdì M^ 
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the inanagemeiit of còmmìfiioncn on hath ^des ; and 
thefe, after they had debated the matter for the fpace of 
two years, at St. Omars, Arras, and Metz, at length 
finifhcd their negotiation on the 25th of the t ith moon 
of the lafl: year, which was jufl feven days after the na- 
tivity of the French princefs. 

This royal infant alfo lived to fee Dunlcirk, one of the 
flrongeft fca-ports in the wbrld, redelivered to her fathet 
by the Engliih, in whofe hands it had been ever fince it 
was firii taken from the Spaniards. The king took pof- 
fcffion. of this important place in his own perfon, entering 
the town on the 2d of the lafl moon« 

It is looked upon as a grand overfight In the Englidi 
thus tamely to part with a fortrefs which n inexpugnable 
by land, and commands the northern feas ; but money 
overrules all other confidcrations^ and it feems the EcgJi 
lifh court had occafion for gold. 

There is lately a good undcrftanding eflabllfhed be- 
tween this king and the Emperor -of Germany : They 
often write friendly letters one to another, and feem to 
be pcrfeélly reconciled. To fpeak the truth, this may 
be called the pacific year among the inhabitants of Eo- 
rope ; for, excepting fomc (kirmilhes and bravados of 
war betweeh the Spaniards and the Portugaefe, all the 
reft of Ghriftendom is in peace ; and the Portugucfe 
have fo ftrengthened themfelves by marrying their ini 
fantato the Englifh king, that, what through his affift- 
ànce and the aid of France, they have almoft reduced 
Spain to a neceflity of making peace. 

Tboa wilt fay the Pbrtuguefe have overreached the 
Englifh In the dowry they give with their infanta. This 
is only the town of Tangier in Barbary, a . place which 
will coft them far more to defend againft the Moors than 
it IS really worth j for thefe bold Africans will perpetu* 
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iliy afTauit tHe town, and obU^ tfa« Kidg* of England td 
maintain a vaft garrffon iii itj befides a mtiltitude of o- 
thcr cxpcnces. This makes the 'Portùguefe fccretly 
fniHe^ to find themfelves handfomely rid of two great and 
bnrdenfome diarges, a daughter of the royal bloody and 
an old fortrefs of no ufe or fervice, fave only to diminifli 
the public trcafure» and make away with fome thoufknds 
«f men every year. 

Illuftrioua grandee, it is no fmall encouragement to 
the poor exiled Mahmut, that though he be maligned^ 
dandered, and perfecuted by his cnenues, yet he ftiH 
finds protedlion'and friendfhip from the principal mini-» 
fter» ; and that inftead of checks and reproaches, to 
which I was formerly accuftomed, my falary is now aug- 
mented to the proportion of mj, necefiary expences ; mo« 
ney is fent nie with a liberal hand, and my flandeiiers are 
put to filence and fliame. 

Thou mayeft acquaint tlie divan, that there is now at 
this court the eldeft fon to the King of Denmark : What 
his bufinefs is, people conjedure varioully ; fome fay it- 
is love ; others affirm it was only the defire of feeing fo- 
reign courts drew this prince from his native country. 

Thou mayeft alfo inform them, that the Duke of Sa-r 
voy has married a prince fs of the blood-royal ; they caH 
her Madeihoifelle de Valois. Eliachim the Jew lies dan- 
gcroufly fick of a fever. 

As for me, who never had- my pcrf^ft health fincc I 
came to Paris, yet I retain a fouiid mind, and a heart 
inviolably devoted to the interi^ft of the Grand Signiof, 
whom God long prefervc on tht throne of the Otto- 
mans. 

Pari}, ipth of the tft Moon, of the Year 166^, 



XabrE'IS ajaaa QW»t %o tlus city, a Cdabriau.ty birtB»- 
«nd of aUcouBtrie» hj .educati^pi {qt he bw.beej^ a ti^ 
T^r.from hts mfacbcy* if what he idates of biiafelf )|^ 
true* He Xpeaks ali» or moti of tlie l«)gu4bg^» 4(^f £tir 
rli^ very flueit^y, and is tft&tUà to by people of dh^ 
omm/trhn, under the chara£ier oi a foatHO^-tellej' ^d 
pbyfieian : He perlbrmfi both parts to the %àBdf9jLk>u of 
d diat.^ve been with hiow 
• The prinjoe^ and «(^e« of France vi£t hiin disuly^ a«4 
fo do^ per^Das of meaner birth :^Th);y di&over .tp him, 
their fecret maladies,- and tbia Apollo feldom fatla. of fiu>r 
cds in curing thenu He bestows ten hours a-daj m 
freely conv^fing with people of aU rai^ks and f ualltieSi- 
healing the difeafeir of foil^, 90d tellmg to other^ tbeis^ 
future delliniest . 

I weat to, his chamber .one day, not tp.kar^; my fato,: 
for I have little faith in modern proj^hets or aftrolog^rs j^ 
m» to be cpred of any diftemper,. having no eltecxri. for» 
quacks and empirics ; befides, I was. in good health at 
that time ; but curiofity was the only motive whicli ]cd 
me thither, that I might improve myfelf in pthcr re*^ 
fpeéb.by^hisftranger's company^ aad learn fom^kini^ 
which I knew not before of foreign courts, wherry I 
nsigfal become more ferriceable to the Grand Signior m 
this ftation,^ aJid farther unravel the fecr<;ts of Chnfiian 
piinocA ; for ib it oft^ faUs out, that a man .xeaps fom^ 
coofìdocable adiantage fro^r.^he fociety of traarellers, and 
nsen of cAperience ; and I had good reafon to hope foio 
fotte profit by this man's acquaintance, who is thovight, 
worthy, to b^ courted: by the grandees of fraoce. 

Wherefore I-addrefTed myfclf to him with abundance. 
o£cettxxiQny and xegard^ u&|g al&Jts of|idi 4i$toulalipA. 



au I thouj^t nci^djiuy to c<»nci^;iVi2|el^ the dcfigH 

I had in coTetbg hit. frkndfhip. I feemed a great s^d- 
«Hirer bf |udkki afti^oiogy^ atid^eid^llim l-vft^ ffr^Hft^l 
bkious to kam the ruditutnt^of ^daiii Moatìi^otòitSL \ì^^ 
iMTving heaird hk ' SuXt ìàgìi^f ^cotoiieiiideé^ 'UOt ; màfifjy 
ynàgetX'htìUi htHhj the mouthiiof ix»fi:tf|i£Bfì£e^ttiìd qM^^^ 
Ikf, wheg«pel^a&Br«teii6^.^ I^ida gl|»é0é^ 
more to infiiniate mficìiialtù h» good opMÌ«iH hot davr* 
Mng compftdy with him» he retdrnicd my eom^tmssA] 
with much civilityy and dcfired me to tota» to him an 'i^ 
mcfft coirre n kiit féafofiy and tb leftTc toy naaiey tfcitf 'he 
tm^t order' hii &rfaiit« to give ihe a Idnd réceptioft<at 
miy tiftie-if he himfelf fhòcdd be oiit of the wày^ beèatfì'é'^ 
it was common to fònd inany from the door- without «è^ 
tfCxlncing them.' >I told hlrn my iaame waa Tktfi of M(4* 
dirmi ahd-th^ my hafinefs-at l^aris was to ftudy i» the 
academy ) in order to my ptreferment io the nehAtek^ 
'When he had 4aktn thii donvn in whtrng, with #Nr hour 
and f^tiiiite of the day, 9&tt the« manner of aftivlegéi^^ 
he begged ine to excufe tht neéeffity he wad'ufldet rf !«*►• 
turning to his company j and fo I took my kave.- - »' 
Not many days aiter^ I went to ^ him agaÌQ> fuH of: 
hépcè that i fbodd benefitmuch by*^ Ins coàipany ;i bot 
aè (eoa n» hehw mci he fuiffiftfed me wiiiitlaaia^fua^« 
^ ***. Sii^f you have ventured mikch in coaang^ to* ne» idr 
now k i» in my powef to d^o««i> you ^sd your buiÉt&- 
in tink city*; biit if I (héidd-^belray my man» «ty ^gift 
would be takflft- from me* 1 ani «ekhel^ a §6SlQ<mf of 
Mo(è»9 Jefti^ o^'^akomety n^ of any Ibét that h.wmw 
extant on eai^b ; htit lailoi'e the Spirk aadift^ of tiMr 
Unvrerfe, which ia eténiid ^Mid^Bftlto f thevdfofe ^ hate 
no man for h» ìe%iatl| IèC,it-hé «i^àt (t wil^^ «and^^yx»» 
that are not what you (téxti t«rt$eyfliaa -vociare' ^0 4nt»re 
hart from ok i»4hU^l«e6> tj^K»- the•'<3Aid|u«o^, ofrPsn% 
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Ibr I am df iil> partjr or (iiélifot^ ; allnien are eqaaHy my 
fiknds lAo do me ào wrong, and every place la 'mj 

' ^Ikw mayeft imagine that I wai ki no fitiall aftoniA 
netit at this di^ourfe ; but recc^^Hng my (frnta, a»!' 
confideiing it had alwaya been my dpihion that theCefep- 
tune-tdkrs'tlfcal by confederacy , and Ai%eéUng tkut aiy 
«Uttie being' known to him fo k>ng beftlrey it' was not di£> 
fictdt for hrni to iafbrm himfelf fomedung of mfe^ or that 
femebody of his acqaaintahce who knew me had feen me 
go in ahd oat from htm, and'fo toM him fomc of my cii^ 
eùtttibhcei, I made a fhow of going away dil&tls&edy 
Ikying/ " It will be hot loft time to hearken «ny longer 
t«^'yoti,'fòr I perceite yoti know not!ung of me, 'in tell«»' 
ing'mè I am «*t*the man I fcem io be,"*—** N» (rcpBi^é 
lie, wìthàn obHgiMg kifid of eameHfiers), yoa are a* 
AfU)£iiTi, and ierft forae difternpiitfco incognito." -T^ea 
he went on, and told me in a few wordct fomfc forMr 
pafiages of my life*:: He^ hinted at the dangers I hid 
been in during my refidcace at Paris, mentioned my cap- 
tivity at Palermo, and the rencounter I had with my old 
Sicilian mafter ; to be brief, he told me fo -many other 
things which I knew to be true of myfelf, that I gi^ew 
»èty oneafy in fera company, and yet diirft nbt -depart 
from him oh a fudden, or {how any difeontent ;' but-nraP 
lering together ali the diiSmulation and artifice I codldi^ 
I turned the difcourfc to other fubje£):5, fceming very itae 
pbrtunate to learn- aftrology of him ; and, promifing hhn 
a large gusltuity i(hé would teach me, I £iirly took ieam, 
rèfolvtng if poffible never to ice him more. » 

■'Never was a man in greater anxiety than I was when* 
I'Cftnie hoine to my thatnber, and pondered what had 
paSed between this ilranger and me* I am not creddous 
of miracles j prophecies, or pretended ^tvelalioBs ; yet 1 
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Ill- nA-anr^A»***» •■;..) *ij 

pioteft iokmaàf I.coiild noEt Mirar. iUfàii^ h^ wasrOM 
dbwcd widi an cxtxaoriliiiarj bucxikf q£ dsfiniogy o^ a(: 
leaft that he was an excdlcnt a&rologer ; nay» to this d^f- 
1 know not well what to condudc^of him : He may» foi 
wpfi^ I knowy 4>e a demon incamatr, or pfrl^pa hck. a, 
mf^'fiani Sometimes I think one thing» and ibmetimcsj 
another* ^If be perf onns tbefe pn^factie parts hf conies 
Stncfp fUil I am ata loia how he ihonld come ta know- 
lo. much of me» who ahrays thought mjidi the private^ 
npBi m Pvi^ and have ncg^e^ed no methods that were 
ppopcr |o render me foch in truth. Then I fufpcA mp. 
old Sicilian maftcr is one of this man's Gone%>ondei|tSy. 
ap^ has told him £ame of mj circumftanccs ; ftxr I haYC 
110. realbn to be jealous of £liachim the Jew. It moil he, 
fiomc Coch way» or eUe he is ibof^ than a man, that can. 
t)ups readily penetrate into the fecrets of a jftia^er. 

Siage kaimacfaam» 1 pray Qod defend dice, from thl^ 
£Bai«sof ommterieits andfii)i]c.pretendei84 . 

P^ii» t3th«r the ift Moon, €f the Year 1663. ^ 



'XX. — To the Ca^taih Bassa. 

VV BAT X am going to relate would feem inciedll^e tcv 
mjJiel4 and for that reaibn I would not gire it any rooi^ 
in a letter to all the dHceming miniftets of the Porl^ 
wcve it not confirmed hy letters from feyeral merchai^ 
in the north parts of Holland to their correfpondents i» 
this oty ; and they all agcee» .that on the 9th day of tho 
moon of November, a Ibange m^n was feen to float oft 
the ii» near the (hcM^e, being fupportcd by a piece of 
tindier» on which-he iat with a bottle of ftiong waters iit 
his hand. :Thoie who firft beheld this fpcdade were 
SfhJBg in a fmaU boat, and- judging him ta be the rdio 



u6 hEnnn WLjTXJjN sr Vol. ?Vlf 

of fon^ ftiji^eck (for thpre bad been yfifiUp^t Xcmf€lt$ 
ia tboie f^a» sibout that time), xna4e up to hiin« ^B^.took 
him into their flu£F. '. He cxprcBcà his gmtkude Ioif thà» 
kiodnefs ia the beft manner he could* for n«4>Qd|jr -^su^àn* 
ftood his laqgu9^e i smd.when.hc .was cpme .a&^rc^rhe 
fell on his knefs^ and haWng liftied jiphis:«fcs «Hi luHid* 
to HcaTcn, he proftratcd h^afelf, aad kiffcd th«[ -^evidk 
His garments were made of the fkios. of BSit^ ^ the ^htfr 
of his head of a flaxeii colour, and be feezed: not to be 
faint for want of fuileaance» which madc^ evenir one;«qiN 
4ude that h& bad kept up his iphjH w^ ^bat-cbemical 
liquor in the bottle^ which was near half eaa^ied. 

As foon as he faw the rìiìng moon, he fell on ius tute, 
and mnttered certain barbarous words, knoclepg bl» f^r^ 
head againft the ground ; then he rpfe and^^aaccd 9§M 
a wild manner, finging pretty natural aiifi, and ^tjcveef 
ftpp, with his right hand e^ttendedy-piC^nted to tha|( p^- 
net» expreffing bo^h in tone and aoyoni. ja»uoh djSvolipa' 
#nd loTc. . . - ji" . 

Many learned men were fent for to confider this fijOQ- 
ger, and» if poffible, by iigns, or other means, to diiriK 
ver from whence he came», and what fate or accident h^it- 
thus abandoned him to the fury of the wind& and wa^ies, 
to the extremity of huogfr, cold» ao^d watdiuajg, . and ti^.« 
the devouring jaws of fca monfters f but all their e&rtSv. 
were unfuccefsful : They fpoke to him in fevend.kiu 
guages, and he anfwered them, but ftill in a dia)e^4ifiè|&* , 
ent from any of theirs, and altogether unknown. He fecm- 
«d to utter his words in. a tone between wbiltliog aiidiÀ^-» < 
ing, \yhich made fgme conclude he was a.ChiiicifirbecaB& . 
that people prorounce,many,pf their letticrs after, the iu»t^ 
manner ; U> do the inhabitanti of Tonquin and MaUb^.; 
with other kingdoms in the caA oCA£a;.and letters with • 
them are as fignihcant as words. ,wiU).thc^Eiu:o|piM» 
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They *(liow<fd him*g!òbc« and" maps of the world, done by 
fòveml hands, and m 'ratrous languages, with paHictdàr 
tib^ilB of aU^the maritime regions on earth,' but to no 
odierpOTj^fe than to- eicitè'htft devotion afrefh to the 
fliooii^ WliofereTeni^Iance he faw on jbme of thofe^'pa- 
peft. He would fdifle at that fight, kifs his fore-finger,' 
aAd'^tk a reKj^oué còmplaS&nce touch the figure of that 
pianet ; then feeming* to be in a wondeiftil good humour, 
he wtmld tarn round' and fall anlancitìg, with his arms 
ftHfitehed add turned in the fame ^ofture as thofe who 
uf« caftaneta ór efmbah, fingmg all the while a fort of' 
inarticulate founds, but furprifiiigly mufical and fwcet; * 
fo' that iiofeody knew what to make'of him. 

He appeared Very temperate, inodeft, and refigned, rc- 
fttfiiig no meats or drinks that were offered him, yet nei- 
ther eat nor drank to excefs ^ neltltcr was he difcontent- 
ed at his lodging, or any otheir ufage, though they trie<^ 
to v^K him federal way^, 'that thiey might fee how he 
would vent his paiHon ; but he fmiled at all, and fubmlt-^ 
ted patiently to every thing they impofed on him. 

One thing was obferyaljle, that wherever he faw any * 
water, he would run to it immediately, and waih himfelf 
at' well aé he could in thofe circumftances, never forget- 
ting to fprinkle fome toward that part of the heaven 
wheire the moo^was viQble ; and when they led Kim into" 
tixr -fields or gardens, he would crop the grafs arid flow- 
er», ànd^ widì a compoféd 16ok, Would throw them up " 
in the air,' adding fuch religious geftures as convinced eve- 
ry one that he did it in iionotir of fome power above. 
Various wcte the conjeéhtres of men about him; fome 
weft of òhe ^ifii\ròn, and others of a quite different ; no- 
bo^ could pofitmljr conclude any thing; neither is it 
polSble, as I am informed, for the wifeft men in thofe , 
paitt to find* oat thfir myftery . 
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^ PètiispsHé IS fuch another as rmaihn Rapibabet^ a 
■Pcrfiah writcì^, mentions, ifrho, in the year of the Hcgira 
502, was taken lip by a merchant Aiip of In^, m tìie 
* Stratta of Babélmànclel, prbteiif<£ng to be damlb, but ca- 
pable of hearing, writing, and txpreifing hntoffclf ferevU 
other way»^ if any body could have underftood liis fai 
guage : At !aft he was foand to be an Ethiopian flave, 
run away from his mailer, an ingenious fellow, and one 
that fpoke all the languages of thofe parts, and, there- 
fore, that he might be admired, would be fare to wnte 
in a chara&cr of his own invention, which the greatcft 
fagcs cotdd not read. 

Mighty bafla, thou encountered on that element with 
ftrange monfters, and creatures under no name or predi- 
cament that is known, yet none fo terrible and dangeroos 
as cheats and impoflors ; from which I pray Heaven de- 
fend thee and me, for they infeft both the fea and the 
land. 

Fans, 17th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1663. 



XXi. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, ^z ^ew at Vienna* 

X HK term of our long mutual filence enjoined us by oar 
fuperiors is now happily expired, and we have with good 
fuccefs managed our fepso^te parts, without hohfing any 
correfpondence together. This was only a trial of our 
fidelity, conduél, and obedience, or perhaps it was no 
m&tt than a caprice of policy, or a vain whim of ibtc ; 
for it iòiifaal with great ihen thus to pra^ife experiniifents 
OA thofe whom they defìgn to employ in the moft impor- 
tant affairs. Whatever it be, we have acquitted ourfehres 
■ Kke trtifty ilaires; and that is enough fok* us. 

ThiscdDi^s'id thy 'hatid by aif'Amcnlan metchantf 
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one m whpm IjCPAfide. Here , are aboadasce ofdot na- 
tion in Park and other parts of Fnioce s They tiasrel-cip 
and down fn>i« one cottX|tryf«MÌ city to inolher». uodcr 
the.px^ext'.Qf trading» but «re^reaUy fykt^<§ien% fsofa the 
^sinoes of the £aih taob&rse the couiscils of theCe.weft* 
ìcra cauna, the defigas of Nazarene aaonarchs, and to 
take an. e:^a^ -eilimate of the ftrength and riches of thefe 
iniidelfi ; for thpugh they outwardly profefs themfdvea to 
be fpllowcrs of Jefus, yet in their hearts they believe the 
Alcoran^ and honour Mahomet our holy lawgiver* 

There h a làqi of m^c in truth, which forcibly car- 
ries the mind along with it : Men readily embrace the 
di^ate^ of fmcere reafon, yet tho£e of thy nation are ob- 
ftin^tCj and ^ut their eye^ wilfully againft the very light 
of nature. You overvalue yourfelves and your lineage» 
becs^ufe you are the poilerity of liaae» the fon of Sarah» 
the ircè ivoman» and wife of Ibrahim» reproaching us that 
we are the oflFspring of Ifmael, the fon of Hagar» a con- 
cubine and Have : You confider not that Ifmael was the 
elded fon of that glorious patriarch» and that by the law 
ol^Mo&6 it is enabled» that the Bciil*bom fan (ball ii^ieiit 
his father's patrimony» though he were the fon of a bafe 
abjedl Have or hated concubine. Did Mofes make a law 
.conti^try to that of his fathers ? Dr could Ibrahim» the 
bdoved of God» do any thing contrary to the Divine 
will^ How then could he be ginlty of diiinheriting K- 
aoael his e}deft fon» the flower of his firength, and £rft 
firuit of his vigour ? Doubtlefs» the majefty and light «f 
God» which pafle^ from Adam to Seth» Enoch» Noah» 
»u| Ihrahini^ refted alio on Ifmael» heir«appar«qt. of the 
divine promifes» father of many princes and noble sa- 
tions. . ' * 

. Let thofe» thei«fbre,^of thy B^tjon ceafe to boaft éf 
'' their pedigree» and ^t themÌ4B||?e9rQb^Te. .the vifiprious 
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mk tnÈBàfkant MBsciitft, tMBxm of a hl^ ftodc, a 
i9ce wktretA Ihiacs fosdx llie kiftre of aacieiit reaown, 
9mk the t%kt of prÙBogenitnvc ; a Hno^e of tilttibioi]» 
h—o i M» miiktipUcd^at the ksve» o£ the trees» nìBatftmt 
astheftartoChtaven, pm^eram ia aU^^thmgs, by the 
%KQtal beadU&io» of Ckid ; whereas thou knovpeft ^ir 
Umelitet acter made aay great figure on earth» and are 
now reputed no better than vagsdjonds throughout de 
woiU* 

Your r^is reply to this» by owning that our father 
Ifmael waa indeed a great pmtce» but that he was withal 
a wild and fafage man» who {imported his nobìlity and 
grandeur by rapine and blood» dw«Uix)g altogedier in de- 
{arts, and unfrequented places» robbing the caravans of 
merphaats and ttaveHers» opprefiing the poor» and niiuv 
^cing the innocent; in fine» they give this chacaéler of 
hÀmt ** That his haod was agamft every man» and every 
man's hand againil him»'' 

To thk accuùition they- alio add another» that the 
piinces of the £aft» who defcend from Ifmael» have aE 
along» even to this day» eftabliihed their thrones in cnael» 
t J» knaflacfea» and parricides ; fathers bereavii^ their chQ- 
dren of the lives they gave them» afid childroi puttii^ 
their parents to death ; brothers murdering brothers» and 
facrifìci!^ their neareft relations to die masims of a bar» 
barotts policy» the reftlefs fdpicions of ftate ; and that 
all this is more efpeciafiy maaifeib in the fublime houfe 
of the invincibk Ottomans. 

Theie are the.chaigcs of Hebctw %ke», the fiaadeia 
which your doctors caft on the progeny of Ibfal^^ even 
on Ifma^ and his children» to this day : Bm I would' 
have thee» Nadiaa» reSe^ impartially on things» and fa£» 
fier not thy judgment to be itnpofed on by die £ophi&ry 
of your fcribes. . hoQk buck to the primitive times of If* 
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]»«1». ^aofftmm th« w»tlKii.la«r^ the reccKés o£ Mitfn and 
t^ £e^iiors f ìImk t&cm wSt naeet w^ fircqiieat tskm^km 
a£ tbofe very cTBues^ wkich you l^y to our» ckftff e^ t«i»> 
fNKdleiiLQf tlis fuppfofed .tysaflny a«d iiihtliMii a^MW 
with whidLjou tax the uobieimflied {fknaditcs? • 
- X>id.aot your fether Jacob fupplant his owb eldeftbrb*^ 
thcr Efiia? Did he not cheat his undk Laban of his " 
ihccp i What was wanting to him of Ifmacl's valour and 
fiercenefs, he fupplied with a fox-like craft and fub^ky f 
yiet* how .often did he plunder the chikireB of Hamor,^ 
aad boa&cd afterwards of the preys he had taken from 
them with his how and Cpear ì 

.When yQ«r*^hers came out of Egypt^ what a ear* 
nage.did Mofcs their leader commit, when he command* 
edi:he ibas cS Levi to arìfe with their fwords in their 
hamdsy. and every man to kill his brother, his friend,.- afid 
1^ Jidghfaour ; fo that there feti that day, at the foot of 
Mount Sinai, three-and* twenty thoofand men ; yet, for 
thft faii^of this deteftable tragedy, he blefled them, fay- 
iitg, *^'You:have confecrated your hands this day in 
bloody every xaàn in the blood of his neighbour.'' Be- 
Itold the. origin^ of yom* pneHhood, whidi is the higheft 
raak of nobility among the Jews ! 

• Remember how your fathers almoft cut off the whole 
raes o£ Beojamioy fo that there were not above fix huti^ 
divdmcBof that tribe lefit alive; forget not alfo how 
Abimelech» of the tribe of Manaffev got the fovereignty, 
by maffacring feventy of his owabnifthers on one fbMie* 
Yowrown r^ordsiay» that God gave^you kings in his 
wntfay among whomjthcre was not one' who was not a 
man -of blood; and ia.the-wh«le catak)gue, you can 
fcarce find four who were not tainted with faetilej^e, ido- 
latry, and o^her enortnofw vioss. ' 
' In a word, Nathani, both the Urne of Ifmael and Ifaac 

Fof. FI. \w 
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were but meo^ and if thott baft nothing eUe co oljeék a* 
gaixtft the former, but wbat thou muft confefs the latter 
was equally, guiky of^ I advife thee henceforth to lay thy 
hand upon thy mooth> and ceafe to fpeak etil of thefe 
againft whom no man can ftiarpen his tongue or pen aod 
profper« ♦ 

Paris, aad of the ad Moon, of the Year 16Ó3. 



XXII.— To the fame. 

1 CONCLUDED my other letter fofnethin^ ifloperfeé^y, 
and ihort of my defign, being interrupted by a fudden 
deluge of htiRiourd overflowing my eyes, accompanied 
with a tcmpeft in my head, which at once took from me 
the power of thinking rcgi^rly, and of feeing how to 
write» I am often fttbje<^ to thefè weakneflc» of late, 
and to many other makdie« ; nry body feniibly decays ; 
age and care, watching and, ficknefs, with a thonfaad ca- 
fualties befide, have almod: diffolved this congealed med- 
ley of the elements. Methinks I am now no nmre than 
a poorfkeletonv to which nature and fortune have left a 
dry and withered fldn, for modefty's fake, to cover its 
nahednefs, with a few evacuated veins and arteries, (hntnk 
finews,- tendons^ mufcks, and cartilages, to tack this ma- 
chine of bones together, and keep it in motton ; in a 
word, I feem to myfelf to be only a hobgoblin, or gfaoft 
in difguife ; i cannot fay incarnate (for I have loft ^1 
my flefh), but only bagged or clouted up if» the ineft 
contemptible (hreds, rags^ and antiquated relics of mor- 
tality ; like a mau^in or (carecrow, I hang together fay 
geometry. 

Yet fuch as I am at thefe years, I ftfM pofficfs, at cer- 
tain feafons, more ferene and vigorous thoughta» than in 
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the daye cff nay yohftli, whCii I was fuH of fflParroW arrd 
good blood ; I tan feel my fotil fomctimes fluttering her 
wings, and bri'fkiy (haking off the heavy, ffimy dbgs of 
earth, of deep, and of enchanted life, or ^ing death ; 
(he ftruts and plumes hcrfdf, (he motmts aloft, and glidei 
in happy, though but momeritary forctaftes of eternal 
blifs ; and then lured down again by charms of her ac- 
cuftomed eafe and pleafure in the fle(h, fhe comes to hand 
at call, and being hoodwinked from the radlartt light of 
heaven, <he tamely perches on the meaneft fenfual appe- 
tite, which eafily conveys her to her wonted darknefs. 
This is the diangeable ftate of mortals, and we muft not 
expeéi a fixed condition on this fide the fepulchre : *Thc 
noble and the vulgar are equally liable to thefe inconftan- 
cieé of fpirit ; neither can the moft exalted ftate of fove- 
reign monarch» privilege them from the common fraihics 
of mamkind ; they ate no otherwifc diftinguilhed from 
^e meaneft of tl^jfir flaves, ^than only by the vaftncfs of 
theif poffeffions, their numerous retinue, their unlimited 
power, and the vain pageantry of external honour. 

If 'we examine the origin of nobi^ty and royal gran- 
deur," if we trace the genealogies ©f princes and pòfen« 
tates up to their fountain, we (hall find the firft fathers 
of thofe no?fy pedigrees to be crue! butchers of men, op- 
f¥cKotSy tyrants, perfidiou** tmce^breakers, robbers, and 
parrieides ; in « w'ord, the moft primitive nobility was no 
éthei* than potent wickednefs-oi- dignified impiety; and 
ail the lueceffive continuations of it by inheritance, elec- 
tion, or othei^ifej even to thefc ifaodém times, are but 
fo many tradiiéb of exorbitant power and honour, ac- 
quired and propagated by the moft enormoirs vices, by 
praftices unworthy of men, and of which the authors 
thetfifelves are always «earned ; theiefbre they cov'er their 
ntiju4^ encroochiuetft» a)id invafiens with tfee fperfous prc- 
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texts of juftice and virtue, caUtag that cooqveft wfakU'tt 
no other than doxmright robbery, and prafeffing them- 
felves patrons of men's liberties and rigbtSy religion and 
laws, whilfb in efFcft they are the greateil oppreffors, hy- 
pocrites, atheifts, and outlaws in the world. 

This is not only true in« the race of Ifmael and Ifaac, 
of whom I made mention in my other letter, but in all 
the families which have ever made any eminent figure 
and noife in the world. 

What were the four renowned monarchies, but fo 
many empires of banditti, governments of freebooters, 
pirates and licenfed thieves ? As Diomedes told Alex- 
ander the Great, *< I, (fays he) becaufe I play the pri- 
vate corfair, and cruife up and down the feas wàh one 
fingle fhip, am accufed as a pirate .: Thpu that doft the 
fame thing with a mighty fleet, art called an emperor. 
If thou wcrt alone, and a captive as I am, they would 
efteem thee no better than a thief: And were I at the 
head of a numerous army, as thou an, I fhould be re- 
verenced as an emperor; for as to the juftice of our 
caufe, there is no other difference but this, that thou doit 
more mifchief than J. Misfortuue has compelled me to be 
a thief, whereas nothing but an intolerable pride, and 
infatiable avarice, puts thee upon the fame courfe of life. 
If fortune would prove more favourable to me» pisrh^ 
I might become better, whereas thy continual foccefles 
make thee but the worfe." Alexandcf admirii^ the 
boldnefe of the man, and the refolutenefs of his fpirit, 
gave him a command in his army^ thatXq h^ n^ight rob 
and plunder from thenceforth by authon'ty. 

But I (hottldhave begun. higher in antiquity with the 
empite, of the Aflyrians, founded by Ninus, in the blood 
and daughter, ruin and deilru&ion of alibis neighbourf^ 
and iixcreafed after the fftmeioiethodiS by hh wife Skmi" 
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tnmtSy who begging of her hufband that flic might vmgn 
lor five daysy and he granting her requcft, (he put on tfa» 
royal ormmKnts^aiid fitting on the thrane of uacontrool* 
able majefty, ccmtAianded the guasda to degrade and ioil 
her huA)and ; which being done, iic fiicceeded in the 
«mpire, adding Ethiopia to her other domktions, carry- 
ing a war into India» and encompaffing Babylon' with' a 

^xnagnificeiit wall ; at lail (he was killed hry her (on NinyaÉ* 
Thus was the Afiyrian monarchy eftablifhed itt regicides» 
inal&cresi and carnage ; and by the fame nMthods it was 
tranflated by Arbadus to the Medes» he haying caafed 
Sardanapalus, the laft and moft effeminate of all the 
Affyrian kings, to die in the midft of. his concubiaes» 
Thus ^s treachery and murder handed down with the 
fovereign power, till: at length Cyrus the Perfian tran£- 
ferred them to this country, whofe ion Cambyfes raifed 
the fetond universi monarchy on the additional ruins of 
many other kingdoms, cementing it with the blood of 
bis brother and his fon. Yet Mter all, it was tranflated 
to the Macedonians by Alexander the Great, not with* 
out ao equal guilt -of parricide, and other exorbitant 
vices ; from whom at lafi it derolved to- the Romans. 
What need I mention the feandalous birth of Romulus 

. and Remus, tlie twin-fons* of an incefkuous veftal ? or 
their debauched education under a common proftitute» 
fabidoufly veiled by the Roman hiftorians, under the 
title of a w^f, to render the origin of their empire mira* 
culous ? Why fhould I recount the horrid fratricide com- 
mitted by Romans on Remus his brother»; or the cdk» 
brated rape of the Salnne wives, virgins» and ^widows ? 
It ^11 feem invi<^us to call to mind the deteftable mor- 
der of Titus Tacius» the good old captain- o£ the. Sdbines» 
with many other barbarous ma&cres: Yet thefeenor* 
mouft crimes were the fovmdatkxns of the Roman gran*. 
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dear and nobiiityj fb fbrmUaUe afterwards, to the whoJe 
«astb; aud the f«^ierflro6hire was anfweral^. througli 
all the Yarious changes and revoiiitions of ^p^rersiiaeBt» 
even to the reign of Auguilus Csefar^ under whcnn Rome 
gainied the title of the fourth univerfal monarchy. 

Iliis emperor^ though .he was efteeiped the mc^ mer- 
ciful and ju& prince on canb^ .yet he e&ihlsfted his 
throne in the blood of his kindred», facrificiog. the cbflf 
dren of his uncle to the cads of 4ate ; and tlfiit he might 
not deviate from the royal ingvatitade of other prince^» 
he bevbaroufiy eztingniifaed the oi6B^>rxng of his j&ttber's 
brother, who had adopted him to the tnheritaiice of the 
imperial dignity, icoming by an unkingly tendemefs to 
{pare the glorious names of Anthony «nd Cleoj^tra, to 
wl^oih he was fo nearly related, and who had iov^ed 
him with the power of being £b inhuman. 

i will not m^e thee ficfc, by rdieargng the abomiih 
able lives and wicked anions of the Ncros, Domttk&St 
Caligulas, Hcliogabalufes, Galiennfes, and the reft of thofe 
royal mongers ; hiftory itfelf blufhcs to recite fuch pV9* 
digies of impiety, and their very names are odious to all 
generations. 

If we pafa from thefe mighty empires to kingdoms of 
lefs note, we (hall ftiil trace the fbotftcps of the fame 
vices. Both ancient and modem records are full of thefe 
tragedies : The originsd kingdom of the Greeks took its 
fife firom the parricide of Dardanus, and the female em- 
pire of the Amazons began in the batbaroas maflacre of 
their hufbands. All ages and nations afford us exampfcs 
of this nature ; and the higheft honours, dignities and 
commands, were ever acquired and maintained by the 
higheft injufticc. 

Therefore, honeft Nathan, let thou and I never envy 
the nobles and grandees of the earth ; but contented in 
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our haxnUe poll*, fitttog under tlie umbrdliis of a bappf 
ohfcurkyi let us fer^e the Grand Sigaior with integrity 
sind zeal void of injuftice* 

Paris, azd of the ad Moon, of the Year 1663. 

XXtIL— To CoDARAFRAo CffEiK| a Mm affhi Law. 

X Hou wilt approve the fentence that was yefterd^y 
executed on a Frenchman in this city, who faid he was 
the fon of God, and had perfuaded a great many poor 
ignorant people to beh'eve him. He was burnt alive for 
hk blafphemy, and his afhes kicked into a ditch. Had , 
he been convi^ed of this horrid impiety in any of the 
.Grand Signior's dominions, he had undergone the like 
or a more terrible puoiihment ; for the Alcoran exprefsly 
fays,. " That God has i^cithcr wife, fon, daughter, or 
companion, and that thofe fhall fuffer eternal pains who 
teach any fuch dodrine/' Doubtlefs there is but one 
God, and .the eternal unity cannot be divided or multi- 
plied, to make more gods in fradion, or procreate an 
offspring of diminutive deities : He, the father of all 
things, dwells in eternal folitude, and from an infinite re^ 
tirement, beholds the various generations <^ die uaiverfe ; 
they are all equally his offspring, and it is blafphemy to 
affirm he has a fon, or a daughter^ or a companion like 
unto himfclf ; for he is uncreated, unhegotten, and ci^ 
tire, fole poffcffor of his own glory, .wichont rival or 
competitor; there was none before him, neither (hjitt 
there be any after him ; he is without beginning or end. 
But thefe infidels harbour flrange opinions about a 
trinity of Gods, and follow the do6lrines of Hermes, 
Trifmegiftus, -Plato, Plotinus, and other pagan philófo- 
phers, who afferted a triad in the Deity, and on that 
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bails founded all the polytbeifm of the gentiles. Hence 
Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton, by playing the 
chemical arithmetician, and extra&ing a qoatcraky out 
of three $ but the poets, not puzzling their heads with 
the myfteries of thefe divine and unintelligible numbers, 
delirered their theology in plain grofs fiélions, fuitable to 
the capacities of the vulgar ; one midwifing a goddefs 
out of Jupiter's brains ; another ftarting a god from his 
thigh ; but this filly fellow could not derive his pedigree 
fo near as from a little toe of the divinity ; therefore he 
was defervedly reduced to his firfl atoms, and fpumed 
out of the world. 

The French have various kinds of punifhmènts for 
malcfadlors, but uone more terrible than breaking on the 
wheel. This is inflidled only on notorious criminals, and 
the manner is thus : The party condemned is feftened to 
a wheel, with his arms and Jegs extended to their fuH 
length and widenefs ; then comes the executioner, aad 
with an iron bar breaks one bone after another, tiD the 
tniferable wretch is in the agonies of death, and fo he is 
left to expire in unutterable torments ; for fome men of 
ftrong conftitutions will retain life in this condition for 
twelve or more hours together. 

Honourable Codarafrad, though the executions of the 
Eaft are more fwift and furprifing than thofe in the 
Weft, yet they are not comparable to them for cruelty, 
the worft death being but a minute's pain. 

Sage Cheik, I reverence thy accomplifhed knowledge 
in tho laws of equity and juftice. 

Parrt, 15th of the 3d Moon, of the Year itf^j. 
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BOOK III. 

LETTER L— To Solyman hh Coufin, at Chakedón. 

JL COMMEND thee for removing thus from place to place, 
and could wifh that thou wouldeft not only exchange thy 
refidence through all the cities feated on the Bofphorus, 
Propontis, Euxine Sea, and the Hellefpont, but vifit by 
turns all the famous marts in the world. 

Praife be to God we are not born in Mufcovy, Ruffia, 
China, or under the narrow-fouled governments of Ly- 
curgus, Plato, and fuch kind of jealous lawgivers, where 
it would be no kfs punifhment than the lofs of one's 
eyes, .cars, and feet, if not of life itfelf, to travel out of 
Lis native country, or for a flranger to come in, except- 
ing foreign ambafladors and agents, who in China are 
forced to travel with their faces veiled or muffled^ from 
the confines to the court, left, they ftiould fpy the difad- 
vantages of the country. 

Doubtlefs this is repugnant to the law of nature and 
nations, an oppreffion of humanity, and direftly oppofite 
to the purpofe of God, when he defigned and made us 
for fociablfi creatures ; for the whole earth is but as one 
country or province, common to men and beafts ; it is 
our element, and therefore we ought to be free in it, to 
range where we pleafe, as the fowls do in the air,, and 
the fifh in the fca, without any law, reftraint, or injury.. 
Such a thought as this made Socrates, when he was 
aflced ** What countryman he was ?" anfwer, <* F am a 
native of the univerfe, and therefore free to live whete I 
win." ' ■ 

Thou kaoweft our coufin Ifouf has travelled over all 
Afia and Africa, with fome parts of Europe : My brother 
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PdUli Hall has alfo vlfited maqy xcgions in the £aft : 
Both of them have improved their efla^es and fortunes in 
the world» the one at AUracan, the other at Conflanti* 
, nople. Follow their ileps, and thou mayell have thy 
heart's content. Go and obferve the different manDer$ 
of men, their various cnftoms, laws, and religions ; furvey 
the mountains, valleys, defarts, rivers, lakes, feas» cities^ 
caftles, palaces, and all the other dcfirabk objcfts which 
cmbeUiih this globe. 

But beware of the infirmity of moft travellefs, who, 
cameleon-like, change their humour and manners as the 
regions vary through which they pafs ; mere mimics^ buf- 
foons, and apes, who place their excellency in imitating 
every thing they fee or meet with»; thus degenerating 
from themfelves, inflead of improving their minds in true 
fciencc. and wifdom, and hardening their bodies, to en- 
dure patiently the injuries of the elements, with all the 
fatigues and contingencies of human life, which are the 
chief ends of traveUing, next to that of learning how to 
ferve our fovereign and our country in a more refined 
manner. 

Solyman, never think that thou wilt deferve the cha- 
ra^er of a prudent traveller, if at thy wtum.thou canft 
only boaft of ftrange and incredible things thou haft fcen, 
tell monilrous romances and fìólions more fabulous than 
thofe of the Gentile poets ; aim at folid knowledge, and 
the improvements of a rational creature. As thou gocft 
out a muffulman, fo return, but with all the advantages 
that may recommend thee for a perfon accomplifhed la 
biftory, morals, politics, and divine philofophy. 

If thou dareil not undertake a ramble at large, go to 
thy coufio Ifouf at Aftracan, where he is fettled in a 
way of traffic and merchandife : Take thy voyage by the 
Black Sea and the Palus Mseotis : Call thy eyes on the 
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«ncient kingdom of Colchis as thou iWeft by her fhóm^ 
confider the temper of the Mittgwlians, Cirtaifiaiasi ani 
Tartar», with the reft of the people thtoogh'whwfc teta. 
ritòries thou wilt paft 5 and when thoa arriveft at AftnK- 
can, ten my coafm Ifouf that i wi(hed thee to tBikx tint 
courfe : He will rcfpeA thee for thy tinck's recommcm 
dation : Show him this letter, and let his own eyes'fee the 
•handwriting of Mahmntj the aged weathèr-heaten flave 
of the earth's great fovefeign ; the old, gney, gHattted 
Watchman of the fublime Porte, which is the refuge of 
mortals. He will find manyv opportiloities to advaiice 
thèe* But I advife thee to wean thyfelf from allfbaid- 
nefs, inconftancy, and difcontent : Be tra« to thy ttuft», 
iedulous and aélive, patient add refigned ; take all thing» 
lis they come from deftiny, without being peetith or ffeti. 
fui. 

So may God blcfs thee, and gire thee the i-iches of the 
earth, and the fweet influences of hi^avén, make theè 
happy here and hereafter ; finaliyi may thy reft ht o« 
high m paradife. 

Paris, ift of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1663. '^ 

. "I ' '■■ '1 '■■ '■ 1' r \i II -i , I iiji il » 

II. — lo Pesteli Hali, his BroihcTy Mqjler of the Ci^- 
toms at Conflantinople. 

X HERtt is no doubt but when thou wall in (he lii^ 
dies^ the names of Sultan Darà» Sttja, Auréngsebe, and 
Morad Batche, wei'e not lefe known to «hee thaii tbat 
of their ftfthci Cha lehan, the Giand Mogul. Thy bèfft. 
nefs, as well as curihfity^. called thee often ta the co«rt, 
where thou haft heard the chàraélers of thefe youilg 
princes, whofe e^y years fttrmihed th« world wi^ mattar 
•f noxfe and great expedations, aad gave 1^ <M -ttio- 
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fmrch that begat them trouble and care enough to keep 
them ia order» and prevent their machinations agàìnil one 
«oother, as well as againft himfelf ; for in thòfe days he 
Am his family divided into fa^ions, and a royal envy, 
nized with ambition, whetting brothers and lifters aganift 
4ach other, who by liature were made for the offices of 
•iVciproéal love. 

Surely it is but a glorious infelicity for children to be 
thus born candidates of a crown, when each is obliged, 
hj a principle of felf-prefervation, to purfue his claim k 
a method wholly repugnant to humanity, and the affee- 
tion that is due to thofe of the fame blood, when /haking 
off aU tendemefs and compaiHon, the fons of one mother 
muft fheath their fwords in each others bowels, to pre- 
vent their own bxt^ and ravifh a crown by force to fave 
their Jives* 

Yet this is the misfortune of all the eaftern courts, that 
they cannot fee a prince afcend the throne without the 
ilaughter of his brethren, and all that can be fufpeifted to 
pretend or ftand in competition with him for the fove- 
reignty. 

" However, it muft be confeffed that the Indian policy 
in this point is far more generous than that of the Otto- 
mans or Perfians, who cither immediately after their pof- 
feffion of the throne murder in cold blood all the reft of 
their lineage, or at lea:ft imprifon them in fome dark dun- 
geon during their lives, and riot feldom put out their 
fyes ; and this is owing to the difadvantage the unhappy 
children of our monarchs lie under, in that from their 
infancy they are confined to the feraglio, and educated 
undet the tutelage of women and eunuchs, evea^during 
the whole h^ of their father ; fo that he who is ad- 
vanced to the throne has all the reft in hi» cuftody the 
fiift hour of his reign. 



Book III. A SeY AT PARIS, 1 33 

Whereas m Indoftan the pririces of the blood «rei oom- 
znitted to able and learned tutors» and. as they grow., in 
years inciieaiing alfo in knowledge, wildom, and courage» 
tbey are difpoCied of every one fuitable to bis capacity ; 
fame . being made minifters of ftate, others generals af 
armies» or governors of provinces, whereby eac^ is put 
in -a condition to make parties for himfelf among the 
^raadeesy and thofe of inferior degree, and to fortify his 
iater^fl in court and city, country and camp. Thiis a$i 
open field is left for all to try their wit and courage in 
for the fake of inheritance ; and it is more equal to ht 
them nobly ikirmiih for a 4:rown, and make a warlike loi- 
tery for life or death, than fet up one with the advantage 
and chara^er of a. butcher, and turn 'the feraglio to à 
ihambles, always polluted with royal innocent blood. 

Bat every date purfues its own maxims ; and there are 
not wanting men of the law who judify this inhuman 
condu^ of our fultans as the only means to prevent pub- 
lic diflra^ions afid civil wars, which always happi^ 
where there are many pretenders to the im^perial dignity^ 
as it lately fell out in the Indies. 

I need not acquaint thee with what particular dignities 
and commands the Great Mogul inveded his fpur fpa$ : 
Thou couldft fufficiently inform thyfelf of thcfe things 
when thou waft at Dehli, the capital city of Indoftan ; 
neither need I fay any thing of Rouchenara Begum, pr 
her fìfter Saheb» the two daughtei-^ of Cha lehap ; thou 
th^t.baft. been there in perfon knoweft mpre of tbefe things 
than I, who am obUged to the merchants and trs^viSU^s 
for all my intelligence of the Indian affairs. 

But I can certify thee of foweihing which ha» been 
tranfa^d there fince thy return to Conilantinap}e,,the 
lame whereof» perhaps» i» npt yet arrived at the imperial 
city. 
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Know theft, that in the year 1655, a rumoar being 
' fprcad «broad through, the proviacea of India, that Cha 
Ichan was dead, each of his four foris began to lay about 
him for' the cro\vn ! They did all that is ufual in fuch ca- 
fes for ambitious perfon« to do, by courting the omraht 
and rajahs with iargc prefeots and large promifes, by 
obliging the foldiery with immenfe largeffes ; in a word, 
by roufing up the friendfhip and integrity of their adhe- 
rents, and by winning over ftrangers So -their different 
pai^tes, with whatfoever elfe was thought neceflkry to 
carry on a profperous war againft one another, for the 
innate dcfire of reigning had equally poffefled them all. 
But deAiny, which appoints and confummates human e* 
tents, had referved the crown for Anrcngiebe^ who fur« 
paiTed all the reft in policy and diiiimulation. 

With profound craft this prince over-reached his 
younger brother Morad Batche, and pnt him in chains, 
in the midft pf Morad' s own army, pacifj'ing the officers 
with bribes, and the common foldiers with increafe of 
their pay, wMft he fent their general away prifoner to 
one of his ftrongeft caftles. This was the firft confider- 
able ftrokc he gate towards the gaaning a crown ; for 
now he was' fiot only rid of one competitor, and the mo ft 
^mgerous of all the reft, bat alfo became mafter of his 
army,' and sdl his treafure, which being joined to bis 
own, put him in a condition to purfue his good fortune 
<wkh fuccefs. Yet the war laftcd almoft fix years ; his 
brother, S^an SAjah, keeping him in play on the fide 
of Bengal, anti 8ultan Dafra near the capital cities Agra 
and Dehli. 

But at Uft they were botii forced to yield to the for- 
tune of Atirengxebe. In fine, he w^s eftabfi^d, Md 
now fits on the throne of his fathers, whilft they fell ia* 
crifices to the jealoufy and. revenge of . their Tifbofious, 
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brother, being, aa I am ioformed, taken priibners, and 
afterwards poifoncd, or hurried out of the woxld Come 
other way. 

Thus pafies away human glory, like a cloud driven be- 
fore the wind, or like the fmoke of a fire, which looks 
bnght and gay for a while, crackles, and gives ke9t 
to all that aix near it, but is either fuddenly quenched ' 
with water, or evaporates into air, and is no more re- 
membered* 

Dear Fefteli, confider that this earth is net our native 
country ; we are foreigners here below ; let us improve 
onrfelves by every thing we encounter in knowledge and 
virtue, without learning the vanity and vices of moftak^ 

Paris, 4throf the 6th Moon, of the Year 1663. 



IlL— To UsEPH, Baja. 

JlIere is great rejoicing for the cenverCon of a ceife- 
tain proteftant prince to the faith of the Roman church a 
They call him the Duke of Mecklenburgh. He is 
faid to fpring from an ancient race of kings amo»g d^p 
Vafidals. This court careffes him in an extraordinary 
manner» as they ufually do all profelytes of his high qus? 
lity ; as for poor and vulgar converts, they ferve only t^ 
become the priefts flayes and afTes. 

The king, who is ftylcd The EUeft Son of the Chiif«li, 
and therefore ouj^ht to appear a living demooftratioA «f 
her boafted virtues, has been veiy liberal of his favours 
to the new devotee, creating him Knight <^f the Holy 
Spirit, which is the tùok Cublime degree of honour in 
this l^ingdom» next to that of being made peer of the 
realm. 

Couriers ani^e one at the hieela of another from the 
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Duke of Beaufort» who is cruifmg about on the Mediter- 
ranean^ but I cannot get a fight of any of them, nor 
learn what their expreffes contain. The courtiers and 
ft^teiinen heix. are the vory whirlpools of iutcUigence, 
Wl^tever news is communicfàed to them is fwallowed up 
^dloft for ever io profound .filence ; they receive all» but 
return none again. However, people take the liberty to 
guefs, every man according to his reafon or fancy. Soir.c 
fay the Duke of Beaufort has engaged with a fleet of 
Algerines, and driven them into their harbour, with great 
lo£» on tlieir fide, and triumph on his : Others laugh at 
jhis, as only a court romance, who llrive to prepoITefs the 
lO^ioo with proiperous ilories of the king's arms both by 
fea and land ; whilft a third fort affirm that thofe dif- 
patches come not from the Duke of Beaufort, who they 
fay is dead, being killed by a cannon bullet in an en- 
counter with the corfairs of Barbary, but that they are 
fent from tlie next chief officers in the Toulon fleet, to 
give the king an account of his^ death, and receive new 
prders. '{ 

In the mean while, we arc wljj^lly taken up here at 
prefeot with the reception of > the Swifs ambafladors : 
They made their public entry feo. Paris yefterday, after 
they had been mag^nificently en^Kained at the Caflle of 
the Wood. A thoufand chariots accompanied them 
through the ftreets of Paris. They are brave joUy per- 
fons, fons of Bacchus, and hirelings to Mars, flout in a 
wine-cellar, and no cowards in the field. 

Courteous bafia, thou feeft I do not forget my friends, 
but fend to all by turn the advices that conae to my 
hand». I wifh thou wouldil fevoui: me with a fliort flcetch 
of thy pleafure with the Grand. Signior in the ne^br 
bouring plains of Adrianople. 

Paris, 10th of the »xtb Moon, of the Year 166^ 
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IV. — To Ham ET, Wis Effendi y Principal Secretary of the 
Ohoman empire, 

Xt 18 hard to determine whether the French king excels 
cnoft in martial afbin, or' in thofe of fiate ; he is 
^ood at both ; his counfels are vrifey and his a£Hons 
grreat ; a man both in body and mind formed for empire; 
and outftripping his years in all things, fave the affairs of 
love ; thefe indeed he purfues with youthful vigour and 
pailion, being by nature very amorous, and cfteemed the 
handfomeft prince of this age, by thofe who confider a 
regulaf (hapc, graceful features, and a majeilic awfulneft 
in the face, as the principal ingredients in a mafcufiiiè 
beauty. 

It is certain he is very acceptable to the ladies, who 
aire the mod competent judges in this cafe ; and they va- 
lue him fo much the more becaufe his love never abates 
the due fcntiments a monarch ought to have of his glory ; 
for he gratifies both paiiions without fuffering them to in» 
ter fere, managing his fofteft intrigues with fuch exquifite 
prudence as he ftill comes off a hero. 

He has had many miflrcfles, and it is a manifeft difco- 
very of his wit that he never fattened his afFedlions on any 
that deferved not the fame charafter : She that has the 
greateft (hare in his heart at prefent is called the Duchefs 
of Vaujour, a woman raifed to that title by the king's 
bounty for the fake of his love ; fhe has a refined wit, 
and that is all can be faid in her pralfe j for, as to her 
body, it would hardly tempt an indifferent painter to em- 
ploy his ikill, unlcfs it were in defcribing what the tailor 
endeavours to hide, and that is, a deformity mucli like mine, 
a remarkable bunch in the back ; yet this great monarch 
loves her paifionately, and will not be eafily croifed in his 
amours* 
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The queen' and hit mother have endesiroared by d»* 
ters methods to reclaim him, hut all prove inefFeékual: 
A while ago they fct his cpnfeffor to work, who, with 
Abundance df unfeafokiable gratity, reprefented to the 
yottng tn¥tncible monarch the ill eoofequencea of uiàaw^ 
fui lore ; for thcfe infidels cfteem none lawful but what it 
bellowed only on one wife : He faid all that was proper 
for a je^ to urge on fuch an occafion, and a great ded 
more, threatening the royal lover wkh fevere penance, 
and I know not what. Impatient of this difcourfe from 
k fofejed, yet rcfpeAing the «harader he bore as a prieft, 
the kwgy with a referved countenance, thanked hmn fof 
his pious counfel, teKing him withal that for the feture 
he difcharged him from his fervice, being refblved to obey 
the old canons of the church, and confefs to none but the 
prieft of the parifh. Thus the poor jefuit was dffcarded^ 
andbeiides the kfng^s difpleafute, he has étxwn upon 
himfelf the cenfuf es and curfes of his vi'holc order for d^ 
obliging fo potent a monarch only to pleafc two peevifh 
women. 

Illuftrious minifter, kings are as gods on earth, and 
they efteem it a profanation of their divinity when their 
anions are too narrowly fcanned by their fubjeéls. 

Paris, 7th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1664. 



V. — To Pe STELI Hali, his Brother^ Majier of the Grand 
Stgnior^s Ciijioms at Conjlant'tnopie, 

1 HE news which thy letter imparts would aifeél me 
with incredible delight, were fuch a thing pofiible to 
come to pafs. It is a long time fince I have been weary 
of dwelling in Paris, and of cpnverfing only wirfi infi- 
dels J there is a perfeft antipathy between their humour 
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aad mine ; aod ilk no tmaììvióknct a.n^o docs to fait 
Aatiin» in fueh a cafe, wheft dì hk adioas and w<yrds a«t 
eouiiterfeited« This goes mightily againft the grain ; but 
J have tbopght .tiothiDg toe<iiiiuoh't)o do or fniier for our 
^cat mafter^s intcircfty and I am Mi of the (ame rdblu- 
tkm : Yet nature itifelf abhors £9rce and reftraiat ; tbete* 
£occ it would be a vail. comfort. to be recalled from this 
difagrteable Aatiooy and placed in ionie other pod» where 
Xnigbt £erve God and the Grand Signior with more 

Befidet» I have met with nothing but perfecutions and 
reproaches from fome at the feraglio ever iince I c^mc to 
tkas city, as I have often hinted in my difpatches to the ~ 
ipwdces, 9ùd particularly once to the noble Kerkcr Haf- 
£m9 balia, our oonntryman aod friend ; wherein I alfo 
inipbrcdhia favour and iaterceffion that I might . have 
knve to leóre mto. ArabiBi and fpend the reft of my days 
in the place where I fifSt drew my breath, or at leaft that 
I might be permitted to return to Conftantinople, and 
give an accouat of my agency in thefc parts, though it 
were to the lofs of my head, .if I deferved it. 

I perceive that generous bafia took companion on my 
fufferings, and has done his utmoft to relieve me 3 It is 
to him I owe the propofal that was made in the di va A, 
of fending me to the court of the Grand Mogul, there . 
to negotiate fome private aiFaire of importance for the- 
fultao* • 

There is nothing that 1 have had a greater pafllon for 
thefe many years, than the happinefs of vifiting thofe re- 
mote parts of the earth, fo venerabile for the antiquity of 
their inhabitants, and the excellency of Uieii laws, cuf- 
toms, ffeligion, and government ; I mean the Gentile In- 
dians, and not the race of the Moguls, who came out -of 
Tartary, and arc. but of yefterday, in eomparifon wifji 
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the aboriginal people^ whole genealogies aod inofielfioi» 
of that country ftretch beyond all the records in the 
world befide. . 

Ever fince I read the joiuiial of thy-travdt 10 the Eaft» 
I was ioflaoied with tok ardent defire to fee that resown- 
ed nation» to converfe with the Branuns, and pry iato 
the myftenes of their unknown wiidom» which occafions 
£0 mtich difcourfe in the world. * 

I know not what ails me, but I promi£e myfclf moft 
fatisfadlion from their books, were I capable of undn^ 
{landing the language in which they are written» or from 
the lips of thofe priefU who have them in their ciiftody, 
than from all the prophets and fages in the world : I fan- 
cy I fhould find fomething prodigioujQy fbrange and ih 
mazing in their hiftory» yet fquaiing with human reafos 
and probability of truth : I fhpnld.meet with arguments 
which I cannot yet ftart» tp prove the eternity of the 
world ; arguments clear and demonftrative, fuch as would 
eftabltfh this dodtrioe againft all obje^ions thai have or 
can be made to the contrary. 

The idea which I already. entertain of fo upmeafuraUe 
a duration is only foiuided on my own natural thoughts» 
and fupported by the concurrent opinion of feveral an- 
cient philofophcrs j but I fhould hope to fee it difcovtr* 
ed by thefe Indian records to be a truth as bnght as the 
fun, and fixed as the centre of the earth. 

There is another thing for which I mightily admire 
the Indians, and wherein I endeavour to imitate them to 
the utmoft of my power, that is, the juftice and tcnder- 
nefs they fhow towards the beads. It is a thing which 
. needs a ponfid^rable expiation if by chance they k^ any 
living pic^ture j but if they do it wilfully, out of cruel 
waijtonnefs Qr malice, and not- in their. own defence» it is 
puniihed with death» np lets than if they had mixrdcred 
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9 man i No care ef -hefthhy nòr feàr df tdiflblution by fìck- 
ne^, can- ttmpt one of the Bramln race to taite a bit ot 
fiefh ; touch lefs could thcy be induced, by the mere plea- 
iune of tkeir appetites, to commit that which they eiìieem 
fo' enormous a fin, and the very fountain of all other 
'^ices. They count it the greateft injuftice that can be 
to fuftain their own lites by the death of any of their 
fellow-animals | and they efteem it a pufillaniihity unbe- 
coming a man when he dares not venture his life on the 
£ruks of the earth, and the milk of cattle, which he may: 
enjoy in innocence, and nature a£Fords him more than e- 
nough of all fort» of lawful nourifhment. 

This religious abftinence is the mother of heroic vir« 
tttes, and thofe who praéUfe it inviolably are always in a 
ùnte to contemn the wodd, death, and all momentary, 
tkings. Hence- it is that the Indians go to the invifible 
vrorld as cheerfully as they would take a journey to Chi- 
na and Perfia, Turkey, or any other part of the earth ; 
for they efteem death no other than a fetting out or voy- 
age of the foul to a more agreeable region. 

But I need not in^ fo much on thefe things to thee 
who has been among them, and are fahiiliarly acquainted 
with their genias and inclination : I flide^ into this dif- 
coorfe infenfìt^y, by the pkafure I take in thinking of 
thefe petite and their admirable virtues, as a man falls in ^ 
love with a beautiful wofnan by attentively gazing on 
her^ and many times forgets himlblf and the buiinefs he 
was about, e^tómtts errors and indecencies, and, through 
the confufiou of his fpirits, is quite loil, like one in a 
wood. 

To return^ therefore, to my purpofe : • A journey to ' 
the Indies would be very pleàfaat to me on feveral other 
accounts. The very Aafs* of my nativity incHned me to 
travel» and from ifey criidleiit my fetter's houfc I was 
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tronfported to Conftanthioplc, tnairf hondreds of ieagne» 
from the place of my biith ; Thbtr koowcft vànt a roam- 
«r I hmc been Hiict thst time, and I can afiure tbee I 
retain the fame difpofition ftiil. But there is no ccniitry 
under the moon which I wHh to fee with greater esme^ 
nofs di|ui IttdoAan, the very name whereof founds ahnoft 
aft fwen as that of paradife : Doidytlefs it is the Eden of 
the earth in many refpeéU ; and the inhabitant» believe 
thete was no better for the original parents of tnankiad 
to dwell in, ranking the hiftory of Mofes on that ftibjcd 
in the number of celebrated fables. I approve not this 
cenfure of the Indians» yet I tell thee, as a mufTtiln^n, I 
daze fay the myfterious writings of Mo^es are quite mif- 
nnderftood by the greateft part of mankind ; nocher can 
■amy two of his interpreters agree tX3Biy which was the 
pardcdar (ituation of paradife : Some piant that gaixkn 
ia Mefopotamia, others in Paleftine» and a third fort af- 
filata it was in Egypt ; this nian will have it in Afia, that 
in Africa : They are divided in theiir opinions ; and I 
might as well fay it was under the Red Sea, between 
them both, ahd bring as many cabalHtic p9\>ofs to defend 
it. But this fignifies ncithing to ns, let it be where it 
will ; every place is a panuiife which a man fancies to be 
fo> and nothing can beat me off from the conceit I have 
of the Indies. 

. Befides» I Ihould take a vaft deUght in my jduitiey thi* 
ther, whether I went by the vray of the Black Sea, and 
lb through the ancient kingdoms of CoIcIhs, Grcorgia, 
and Cathay, coafting along the foot of Moimt Taiirns, 
or by the more common . road, through Syria, Arabia, 
'and Perfiav ' Either way wotdd aftxtl matter of thonght 
to a contemplative man, «wkilft itif §omt places he behc^ 
the ruins of ^moos cities, and his* eye revde on the fpoils: 
o£ time, ofire, of war, or oi cardiqifakea ; in odiers, he 
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bchulds wbele j^rovfiice» laid wafte and diiSpcopledi atàf 
itaeeting here and there m f«w cots, faei^ or tents of 
Arabs, Tartars, or Circaffian herdfmeR, who ftraggle t^ 
atul down the pleafa&t fields of Afa to pick and choofe 
convenient paftures for their cattle. 

How pleafaat would it be to travel through my own 
eountrj, and behc^ the tents of the fons of Ifmael fpread 
over the |>hans of thè vaft and horrible deiart ! to meet 
with emir» and iheghd of Arabia, with their docks and 
herds, fummerbg it up and down, and fi-olicing from 
mountain to valley at their pkafure ! 

From this to pals to another variety in Perfia would 
be e^ally diverting. " What kind of thoughts ih<teld I 
have, whilft on my bed within the waUs of Bagdat, the 
iliage of {b. many great ai»l renowned aiétions mentioned 
in ancient hiftory ! I (honld call to mind Semiramis» the 
foundrefs of thaft ndble city, and all her wars with the 
Indians 'and other nations of the £aft ; I fhould refleél 
on her pc^icy, and the weaknefs of her fon Ninyas ; I 
ihoukl con£der the various tranflations of the eaflern em- 
pire, the alternate fate of the Medes, AiTyriansi Babylo- 
nians, and Perfians ; and from thence I fhould naturally 
fiidLupon the^conquefts of Alexander the Great, the rife 
of the Macedonian empire, the death of that mighty hero 
in Babylon, and the cantoniAng the empire among his 
chief officers. Such memoirs as thefe would waken my 
tm^ughti of ^e vanity of afi human anairs, as* it does at 
this time ; and particularly I rcfleft on my foUy in fet- 
ting my heart fo much on travdling to a country which 
I am never like to fee. 

FoTf alas^ my dear brother^ I mn nofi able to endure at 
this age the faar^lupftof £b long a jouroeyi as I -cooid in 
my youth ;^ much fickneii has impaired the ftiength of 
my conftitiltio& ; I aih geovn. as tender as an in&at» the 
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kaft puff of wind it ready to Uow out the fla^ie of life ; 
and wbcreas formeriy neither heat dot cold» hunger nor 
thfrft» labour or watching» could hurt me» now my heakh 
receives damage from every one of thefe* I could not 
poflibly outlive the £iitiguc apd pain of travelling two or 
three days together, without a drop of water to refreflk 
my panting foul ; an- habitual fever has made me the 
thirilieil man in the world. Then I am not able to bear 
the fcorching heats of the fun» to which a traveller in 
thofe parts is neceflarily expofed ; I (hould daily difTolve 
like wax» or rather exhale in fmoke» in the midft of fo 
many fervours : In a word» my body is £o infìrm» that I 
am very fure to die before I can get half way to Indoftaa» 
let me take the neareH road I can. 

Yet if the minifters of the Porte fiiall think fit to fend 
me» I am reiigned ; for I take no farther care of my life 
than as I may be ferviceal^ to the Grand Signior. 

I intend to write to our ilhiftrious friend about it : la 
the mean time» do thou for me what the prudence of a 
man and the afFedion of a brother (hall fuggeil: as moft 
conducing to the intereil of our fovereign and our own 
honour» which we ought to prefer to our lives. 

Our mother is in health» and falutes thee with a tender 
embrace. 

Pari», 9th of the 3d Moon, of the Year i66ì:. 



VI. — To Ham ET, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire* 

JLhis court of late makes a double figure» the one of 
real forrow for the Duchefs of Savoy's death» who was 
of the blood royal of France, the other of counterfeit 
mourning for the death of Caxolns Jofcphi»» brodier to 



Book IH. A SPt AT PAKIS, 145 

th» GennaB emperor ; fdt they inwardly rejoice at thn 
latter, and wifh the whole houle of An ftfia were taid ia 
their grave», that faniily being the only obttaclc lo the 
gfaudeur at which the French monarchy aspires, tb.e on- 
ly n2> which CardiiKil Richlieu^aad his fucceiTt »• Maza- 
rki found in their way, when they fooght to ej^alt the 
Boarbons to the empire of the wt^. 

The rife and fall of kingdoms, the various chanrjes of 
goventment, the alternate fate of nations, ase ther lea wor* 
thy of a moffulmaa'a thoughts, codidering that the vie- 
toriotts aod happy Ofmans at this day poflefs the ternto.- 
raes of aacieiit renown, the provinces and domimohs whfck 
Ibnncriy made the gieateft^gure and noife in the world. 

What is now become of the mod: famous mcmarchies of 
Babylon, Fcrfia, Affyria, Maqedon, Greece, and Romei 
Liook «ibrlhe myfterious and learned kingdom of £gypt, 
the reiigiout ftate^^ the jiewsy the moil ancient kingdcTms 
of Sicyoiuans and Argivi^s, the commonwealths of iJiiib- 
demon and Athens, with many other countries tnmtìóéà^ 
ed in the reconda of time, and v/e Ihall find them aU fwal- 
lowed up hi the unirerfal empire of the Ottomans. 

The hiftorits of Bekts, and how he got the Ibvereigo- 
ty by Imnfeing ; of Nimis his foif, who ErA: taught the 
world the methods of idolatry ; of Semiramis, Ninyaa, 
Sardanapalus, Arbaces, Belochus, and the reft of thefe 
Aflyrian «MAiarc^s, found now like an antiquated tale or 
dream : Nether k there any more life at this time in the 
Babylonian and Peffian regifters ; the mighty aéls of the 
Hebuchadaezzars, Cyrufes, and the reft of thofe renown- 
ed cooquerors, new ferve bi^ as foils to fet off the more 
glGorioiis eaeterprifes and fiicdrfiès of o&r immortal fultans. 

it is true the PeHiaas at tiiis day retain feme fragw 
»entft of that once vaft amd formidable eaftem empine, 
zmà tht fietlnam hainek^dow of the ancient imperial 
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majcftjr of the Romans ; but both the one and the other 
are grown e£Feminate and weak ; they have loft the vir- 
tue, power, and fortune of their predecefibrs. 

Thou haft travelled over all the dominions of the So- 
phi, and been an eye-witnefs of the Ferfian luxury, liber- 
tinifm, and nakednefs ; thou haft feen the oftspriog of 
heroic fages transformed to fwine, dogs, affes, and other 
contemptible brutes, as if they had drank of Circe's cup; 
fo fatal 18 it to decline from the way of virtue, nay, fo 
impoffible even to ftand ftill in that facred path, without 
being violently pulled backward : In a word, thou art fo 
thoroughly acquainted vrith the prefent ftate of jPcrfia 
and all its circnmftances, that I (hould appear too offi- 
cious in pretending to defcribe either the couotry or the 
people'that inhabit there. 

But as to Europe thou pn^eflRcft thyfelf a iiranger, 
und haft commanded me to charaderife this quarter of 
the world ; wherein Germany makes the moft majeftic 
^ figure by land, England and Holland by fea ; Spain 
boafts of her gold, whilft France treafures it up to pay 
her armies, to keep foreign kings in penfion, to build 
mighty fleets and magnificent palaces, to corrupt the , 
German prihces, and make them pimps to her ambition, 
inftruments of her defigned grandeur, which is no le& 
than the weftem empire. 

As for the Duke of Savoy, he is a mere tennis-ball or 
a ihuttle-cock, bandied to and fro between the kings of 
France and Spain. 

The Swifies are poor and mercenary, they cannot ftay 
at home, unlefs they could banquet on the turfs and 
fiones ; for all the fieih, fruit, and com in the land, h 
not half enough to keep them ahve, and they have little 
or no money but what they get abroad ; this makes them 
^ travellers, and moft of them take up the trade of wari 
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They ferve thè pope, the French king, and many other 
princesy for pay», and where they once engage, they are 
▼cry true to their truft ; but I can tell thee, they would 
\y€ unwilliag to fìght for the Grand Slgnior, unlefs he 
:vrould allow them plenty of vnne, which thou knowed is 
.contrary to the difcipline of the muflulman armies ; and 
thefe Swiffes are the profefTed adorers of Bacchus. 

The Hollanders are indufbrious and rich, they mind 
nothing but merchandifing and mechanics , they would 
fain engrofs the trade of the Indies and the Levant to 
themfelves : They traffic that they may be in a condition 
to fight, and they fight to eftablifh their commerce, hav- 
ing no fenfe of honour, but only of profit : If they at- 
tempt any conqueft, or make an invafion, it muft be in 
Americator fome other remote country ; for they are on- 
ly upon the defenfive among their neighbours, not daring 
to be the firft aggrefibrs in a war : In a word, they are 
like a ned of pifmires, tliat trudge up and down conti- 
nually to get provifion, but fting and bite thofe und.er 
whofe protedlion they live, if they have an opportunity. 

It is thought the Prince of Orange, who defcends 
from an illuflrious ilock, will ere long reduce thofe re- 
publicans to another form, of government. The French 
ftyle him, " The Head aad He?irt of the United States," 
and thefe thou knoweft command the hands and feet. > 
Germany is counted the bulwark of Ghriftendom a« 
' gaind the mighty power of the Ottomans and Tartars j 
but in my opinion one of our ambaifadors at the empe- 
ror's court gave a truer defcripuon of it, when he com- 
pared Germany to a great monfter with many heads and 
.tails, which having a defire to break through a cert^ 
quickfet fence or hedge, and each particular head mak- 
ing way where it could bed among the lefs entangled 
branches, were all caught in fo many different noofes.by 
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tlic interpofittofi of ftrong trees, and fo the monfter was 
forced to retire with fhame and lofs ; whereas he feid the 
Ofntan empire was like an animal with one head ami ma- 
ny tails, and that one head not encountering the like dit- 
fSculties, eafìly palTed through, being Mìo wed by the 
tails with one confent, aa the untwifted ends of a ten- 
ftringed cord paf« through a ring or .hole, when the unit- 
ed part has led them the way, 

I iKould have mentioned Italy, Poland, D-mark, 
Mufcovy, and other regions of Europe, but it would he 
too tedious for one letter, which I ftiould neither have 
rime to write, nor theu patience to read at once. 

Therefore I defive thee to accept of this only as a 
tough draught and imperfeók flcetch of fome part« of the 
Weft ; but in my future difpat<:he6 I will imkate the 
painters, and endeavour to dsaw eadi nitmber and linea- 
ment of this great body to the Ufi», a« near as I can di^ 
cern them by the lights I have in Paris. 
Paris, lothof the 4th Vfoon, of the Year 1664, 



VII. — To Kerker Hassan, JBaffa. 

AIay God multiply his bkiiings on thee, and caufe thy 
heart to fparkle with frefh lights and new joys, like the 
fl(y-rockete oA a dunalma or royal holiday. Accept 
alfo a fmall prefcnt, not wortb an ioventory (confining 
only of a few pitìrures, looking^laffits, watches, and 
other manufaAures of France), from the hands <rf Mah- 
mut thy countryman, fonof thy father's neighbour, and 
a voluntary flave of thofc who ferve tjice, if I had the 
honour of an importunity. 

Neither the gift, nor he that offers it, is worthy of 
efteem ; but thou haft condefcenfion enough to look on 

1 
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both with the eye of a nobk Arab, who knows how to 
value the iincerity of any man's devoir and affeéìionj 
which way foever he expieffes it. 

I can never fofget the former difcoveries of thy friend- 
Chip to my brother Pefteli and me, and in general to all 
thofe of our houfe, which ftill encourages me to expreéè 
greater kindnefle», nay^ in a manner affurcs me of ihcm j 
hecaufe I know the nature of tr<ue generolity is iuchy 
that where it Once begins to failen on an objcél, it never 
ceafes to communicate its favours, till damned perfidy 
gives à check to the current ; and may he be damned 
that then haswthe impudence to a(k for any more. 

But, praife be to God, ray cafe is otherwife ; I axn 
not in the number of the ungrateful and treacheroiis 4 
and therefore with boldnefs I prefumc once more to ad- 
drefs to the duft of thy feet, illuftirious baffa, begging 
thypatfoftage and fiieiter from the perfecution of mf 
enemies, whofe whole endeavour is to rtiin me. 

Thou knoweft I came to Paris in the year ié57 of 
the Chriftiàns hegira : The fun had then re?iiited the 
figa he was in at my nativity juft the elght-and-tweniieth 
time. I was a mere youngfter ia the world ; however, 
niy fuperiors thought me fit for this employment. How 
I have acquitted myfclf in it ever fince, I leave to them- 
felves to judge j yet, for fafhion's fake, they will be al« 
, ways finding faults ; one fycophant oa* other is perJ 
petually railling againft me, when they find any of the 
vifiers and other grandees in a humour to hearken to 
them, I fancy it is for want of difcourfe ; when they' 
have nothing elfe to talk of, then they fall a-ccnfuring" 
of poor Mahmut, who undergoes xaorc fatigues than an" 
hundred thoufand fuch ♦ Thlguch as they. I cannot 

♦ This word T%ucb was left fo in the Italian, and the Ejiglifll 
Irsnflator knows iiet-»hftt to make of it. 
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imagine what they aim at, unlefs it be that they would 
have me turn Chriftian, and ent^r myfelf into feme mo- 
«aftery. 

Suffer me, my noble friend, to tell thee that a man 
cannot want for temptations to fuch a change of his 
faith, without being confined to a reclufe life : He may 
be a friar or a hbertine, a prieft qjf a layman, a zealot or 
an hypocrite, a chimney-fwceper or an abbot, which he 
pleafes, according as he is qualified ; and I can affare 
thee, he that would be a good man, which is beyond dl 
the reft, has incentives enough among the profcffcrs of 
the Nazarene worfhip, though the great«il part arc 
wicked.'' 

As for me, 1 never thought that true religion confìft- 
ed in empty names and titles, in forms and ccremoDics, 
in parties and faftions, or in any thing but in a life con- 
form to reafon and to the will of God, 

They take me here at Paris for a Moldavian rambler, 
that has read fomething more than the panft-clerks; 
and becaufe they know I underfland Greek, Sclavoniaa; 
and two or three languages more, they would fain make 
me a prieft, doctor, orator, or any thing that I would 
accept of, to ferve an intereft ; and I am compelled to 
ufe either a downright humility or a forced pride, that I 
may handfomely evade their courtfhip, convincing them 
fometimes that I am not fit for fuch dignities, at other 
feafons telling them I above inferior orders, and that 
nothing lefs than an archbifhop's pall or a cardinal's hat ^ 
will fatisfy my ambition. 

Thus I really diffemble, and jeft myfelf in earneft out 
of ample eftates, to ferve God, his prophet, and the 
Grand SIgnior ; yet am traduced at the feraglio for an 
hypocrite, an infidel, and God knows what. 

Here is honeft Eliaghim {he Jew undergoes the fame 
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Fiate, whilfi thofe of his own party, efpecially the rabbis, 

proclaim him every where for a Chrlftian, and the Naza- 

x-enes point at him as a Tark ; only my landlord, where 

X before lodged, who is an honefi old drunken Flemings 

takes £liachim for a faint, and fwears. he will have 'him 

canonifed after his death, and all this for no other reafon 

l>ut becaufe Eliachim treats him now and then with a 

l>ottle of wine ; fo partial ar«L all men to their own hu^ 

mours and interefts. But the truth of it is, EUiachim is 

an excellent counterfeit, and my landlord is not the only 

znan who has this veneration for him ; he paiTes for a 

very good catholic and an holy man among a great 

many others ; his looks are fo demure, his mien fo comi- 

pofed, and he has fuch godly difcourfe with him, about 

the facraments, indulgencies, miracles, and graces of the 

church, when he is in company with Chriftians, that he 

would deceive the Spanifh inquifition, and cheat the devil 

iiimfelf. 

Such is the violence we are forced to ufe to ourfelves^ 
vrho live in thefe hazardous Nations ; and yet nobody 
«onfìders us, or regards our zeal for the Grand Signior ; 
our reputation, liberty, and lives are precarious ; we are 
not only in perpetual danger of the revenge of the Naz»* 
renes, who are our real enemies, but alfo expofed to the 
envy, malice, and perfecution of thofe who ought to be 
©ur friends. 

I have often complained of the malicious calumnies 
thrown on me by Ikingi CapOglani and his aflbciates, 
and the minifters were pleafed to ieceive my apologies j 
but now I fufped greater treachery : I fent an account 
to the rcis effendi fome years ago, how I was dodged up 
and down the ftrects of Paris by a fellow whom I knew 
not, and what»apprehenfions that put me upon. I wiU 
acquaint thee farther, that being afraid of an affaffin in- 

G4 
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the darky I armed ray breaft with a quire of pap^r, 
which is known to be dagger proof : I was not at aU 
miftaken in my guefi ; for the laft night» as I was re- 
turning home to my lodging, between the hours of otne 
and' ten, I received a Ibab in my aforefaid breaftpkoci 
right againft my heart. It was not fb dark but I cooU 
perceive the perfon^who grave me this bk>w ; and £df* 
prefervation taught me imoaediately to fekc on bkn, and 
grapple as clofe as I coidd, extending his asms wkii 
mine, at a good difiance from our bodies. X am bat 
iittk and fhort, yet I have a knmg fpriog with amy badf 
when I am once reufed, as thou wik imagtBe I wa»n»W4 
befidcs, i have generally a certaia prefence of miad ia 
time of danger, which fails aot to prompt me wick ihii 
scadieft and moil proper courfe to efcape : In a V90tàf I 
wrefled the poniard oat of the ruffian's hand, and ftabbed 
him dead whh it, not thinkiag it fafe to make a ntfife, 
but choofmg rather to die, if my ilrengh failed me, thai» 
hj crying out for help, run the rifk of worfe coafc* 
qurnces $ for I had long expe6ted ibme fuch attempt ai 
this 'upon my life from my enemies at the Forte ^ aad 
concluding this fellow to be oae employed by tkon ha 
that purpofe, I thought it no prudence to have him 
(eized by the watch and puni^ed by the law, ieik he 
fhuuld in revenge difcover me and my buiinefs to theft 
infidels ; therefore I played ; he executioner myfelf, and 
feut him out of h?iid to another world, to prevent his 
telling tales in this. Ttiou wilt iày there was ao in- 
jullice in this, fmce it was in my own defence, and to 
fave the honour of my fovereign. As he kUj he uttered 
thefe words in a faint broken tone ; . " Mahmut, my 
dc^th will be revenged before long, and you cannot 
efcape the trap that is laid for you." Then he expired. » 
This made me prefently conclude that jbe was cm- 
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ployed hy fomebody at the Porte, for how elfc (hould 
lie know my trae name ? But, upon fecond thoughts, I 
cannot be certain bnt that he was fet at work by my 
old Sicilian roafter, fince he knew my name alfo ; how- 
eter, I have greater reafon to f^jfpeéì the former ; bccaufe 
it Ì9 not probable that the infidel would take fo charge- 
abbe and troublefome a method to tiiivder me j neither 
)iad he provocation enough ^ befides, for aught I know, 
be may be dead. 6od only h acquainted with the 
truth. However, to prevent future ftfiauhft of this na- 
ture, and a greitt many other inconveniences, I ha;v«*re« 
moved myfelf to a new lodging, in the moft obfcure 
comer 6f the city, and very remote from the place where 
I Hired before, being refdved alfo not to frequent the 
court nor any public places, as I have done formerly, but 
to take other meafures for intelligence. 

What I deiir« of thee is, to reprefent my cafe favour-* 
a^y tu the divan, that they may approve of my conduét. 
Do alfo whatever elfe thou judgéft the part of a country* 
snafi snd a friend* 

As for the event, I patiently wait the appointment of 
deftiny, for ft is in vaio to be too felicitous. 

Adieu, high-born Kerker, and forget not Mahmut in ' 
his diftrefs, for th» is the time wherein true fn^ndih^ is 
tfled. 

Parts, 17th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1664. 



VIII. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew ai Vienna., , 

Ut not diiheartened sn the troubles which tbou en- 
countered in this world of lotteries ; but remember the 
«dagè of thy rabbis, ^ That evil, which is old ks nighty 
il yet the offspring afxv«t)r laoiiui^*'^ l%ie ages sire 
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xneafured eyafUy, and our hours arc chequered with 
equal miztUTCs of happioefs and misfortune ; we are not 
bom to our own deiires ; and, as not a man of us can 
remember how he was formed in the womb» fo have we 
no reafon to repine at what happens to us fince we came 
out of it. Whatever power, wifdom, and goodnefs, took 
care of us then, and^rafterwards infpired our.mothers and 
nurfes with tendemefs, and a thoufand degrees of pa- 
tience beyond what is recorded of Job, the fame will 
provide for us to eternity. 

The defire of knowledge killed Adam, and the fame 
luft, propagated with hi^ feed, deftroys all his poftcrity ; 
We can never be fatisi&ed in our confinement to this 
world, and therefore we flounce and flutter on all fides, 
like fifti, or birds in a net, to find a way out ; whilft we 
do but entangle our&lves the fader, render our reftraint 
xnore utieafy, and delay the pofiibility of our releafe ; 
whereas patience would foon fet us free, and rank as 
among the immortals. One thinks to efcape by hi^ 
drinking ; another by fevers of love or glory ; and « 
third conceits he (hall by his gold be able to bribe the 
watch, who guard the laft palfes of this lift, and per- 
fuade them to let him fcampcr fafe to paradife. Alas ! 
alas ! all this is but the fophiftry of our paffions ; 'it is in 
vain to think of haftening or retarding our fate ; our 
time is fet, though we know not the period ; refignation 
is our beft leflbn, and prudence the next. 

Perhaps thou wilt call this a fermon- rather than a letter ; 

but I advife thee to read it with the eyes of a ftoic ; that 

is, whether it pleafes thee or not, regard it no farther 

than it agrees with reafon, I would fain afk of the man 

who expeds to have his will accomplifiied in. this life, 

whether he can prevail upon the fun to rife any morning r 

witltia the ar^c circle^ or the moon to defcend fomc 
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night and fwecp the fnow off from the top of mount 
^thos ; fo inexorable is our deftiny, fo unalterable the 
decrees of fate. 

Be not troubled Uicrefore at any thing, but remember 
that thou art a part of the univerfe, and that nothing: 
can ^betide thee which is not for the good of the whole, 

Wliat I have (aid is to arm thee againft all the con- 
tingencies which may aflault thee unawares, rufhing up* 
on. thee od a fudden from behind the veil, which covers^ 
all the de%ns of providence and mature» deftiny and. 
chance» 

I myCelf have lately experienced that it is good to be 
thus prepared for future events, having narrowly efcaped 
dei^h by a little timely forecaft. 

It is not ncceifary for thee at this time to know all 
the circumftances of my danger ; fuffice it to fay, that I. 
was affafiinated in the dark, killed him that defigned to. 
be my murderer, and am now forced to remove my ha- 
bitation. 

EUachim thy brother in Ifrael will be at Vienna with- 
in fourteen days .: He will give thee a farther account of 
all things which it behove» thee to know, with freih in-^ 
flruétTons concerning my new lodgingSjt and the method- 
we.mttd oblerve for» the future in conveying letters; 
we cannot be too cautious in the Grand Signior's bufl^ 
nieù. 

As for our own lives,, let us imagine they were only 
lent us to ferve him, on whofe life fo many millions of 
Kves depend. 

Paris, ilkh of the-jth-Moon, of the Year 1664. 
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IX. — To Zeidi Al am an II, a Merchant at Venice. 

1 AM obliged to fend circular letters at this time to aS 
the ikvcs (^ the Grand Signior, who have bvfinefs with 
me at Parisi to inform them, that upon a very importM: 
emergency I dm forced to cltange my lodgings. I have 
diready fent away difpatchet to Conftantinopk and Vi» 
enna onthie account, to prevent tl^ errors they might 
eommit in addrcffing their letters ; for the fame reafon I 
now write to thee ; thou needeft not inquire after tbe 
occafion of this condu^^» nor wonder at any thing that 
happens to us extraordinary in theie hazardous pofU : 
We muft expe6l to encounter with rubs and obftades in 
(erving our great mailer. If thefe difficulties have hot 
their proper e£^él, which is to whet our inventions^ ia« 
oreafe our ditigtnoe, and eonirm us in our zeal, s^ flaB 
go well* 

The foul of man never difplays her factdties and per- 
fe£l:ions with greater luftre; than when Hie is entlroaed 
with perils ; thefe are the triak of fortitude, prudtncci 
ju Alice, and all the vhtnes. He that ilnks under mif- 
fortunes and cro& events, has either no foul, or it is a« 
fleep. 

Courage, then, feUow-flave, and let thy heart beat t 
continual alarm : Be not difmayed at arty thmg, noiL kt 
felf-love bereave thee of thy honour \ but go on in thy 
duty, and truft thy foul to God. 

Thott liveH in a city where virtue and vke «re in easot- 
lation, ftill driving to furpafs each other : There ire noi 
more wicked people' in th« world than Venice affor4% 
nor yet more pious and good. Follow thou the beft pat- 
terns, and be happy ; but do nothing by bare imitatioOi 
for that is the right way to become an hyppcrite* Let all 
thy a^ons proceed from vital principles of reafon and 
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generofity in thyfelf, and when thou feeft rare exampkt, 
let them ferve only to awaken and roufe thy iftnatt 
virtue. 

Send me no letters tifi th«m haft received ht(h ofders 
fr^m the Porte ; they will furnifh thee with all neceiral*y 
Infttftt^ions ; alter that, k« me hear from thte as of^n aft 
thdu wSk ; thy éifpatches will he always welcome. Let 
them cantaiQ matter of ittteUigence chkfiy, a«d that of 
the frefiieft date ; penetrate into the eomiciU of the rè« 
public where thou re£defi^ ; ki^ùate thyielf with the fe^ 
aators and grandees ; dive, mto their hearts, anid unlock 
their fccrets f comni»nicate nothing but the tfuth t^ the 
BQinifters of the Porte or to me. If thou ca«ft éìkù^et 
^eir inclmatiooa to a peace, or thek abfoìute need of i% 
thou wilt do an acceptable lervice to the Grand Sigdiof, 
and to the whole empire of the faithful ) for then we daff 
bring them to our own terms. 

Zeidi, ta God I recommend thee^ defiring him Co pre- 
ime thee from wine, women, aad ca«>ds^ wyeh aris fhc 
three capital temptations of Venice. 

Paris, ift of the 6th Moon, of the Year 16^4. 



X.—T0 MuiLAT, 

I CAfru-oi- eafily divine the reafons why t àm fo riiucti 
meglcfted by the miniftcts of the Porte. Above font* 
yean have paffed a^^y, v^herein many notable eventff 
have happened, yet nobody thought it worth his labour 
tu faifortìJf Mahmut of aiiy thiilg j fo that aD the ndtfce» 
I cùnid gain of remote twnfeAiotfs, are owitìg either ttt 
Ae puMfe news of Europe, òr At' beft to foAie pardciil» 
Icttert of méfdiantà rtfiatóg' fai ttóé city, with wh»nl I 
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conferve an intimacy for the fake of intelligence, and for 
othgr caufes. ' 

Thus I fhould have been in ignorance to this day what 
iffue the baffa of Aleppo's rebellion had, were it not for 
an accidental interview I lately had of fome French tra- 
vellers who came from Conftantinople : Thefe infonned 
me of the fudden fate of that baffa, when he was at the 
height of all his grandeur, within a few daya march of 
the imperial city, at the head of a potent army, and jufl 
upon the point of accommodation with the Grand Signior. 
They much extol his bravery and refolution ; for the 
French are naturally lovers of fuch as dare boldly oppofe 
their fovereigp. They equally condemn the fly pcrfi- 
^xoufnefs of Mortaza Baifa, to whofe fi^e condii^ tlie 
generous rebel trufted his life, and by that eafmefs loft 
it ; yet they applaud Mortaza's loyalty, courage,, and 
wifdom, with the eminent iervices he afteswards did the 
empire, in leading the army againfl Ragotfki Prince of 
Tranfylvania, which at length lifted, him to the govegi-- 
ment of Babylon. 

AH thefe things had been hid from me,, were' not the 
Nazarenes my intelligencers ; nor fhould I have known 
how the rebellion was carried on, after his death, by his- 
revengeful nephew, by the fon of Chufaein BafTa, by a 
Bey. of Egypt, and other malcontents ; yet fuch pafFaget 
are fit for a man in my pofl to be acquainted with, that 
he may have a clear idea, of his mailer's ciroumflaocesy: 
and fo apply himfelf more éfFeétually to. ferve him. 
. It had not been amifs if I had received timely intelli* 
gence of the death of Prince Ragotfki, in regard there 
was.alway6 a private correfpondence. between him .and 
this court, which ceafmg by jiis dea^, it had b^eoL 
worth my pains ;o obferve whether it would Jae copxi*^ 
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itued by his fucceflbr, or what other meafures they woulé- 
take. . \ . 

It IS true I was acquainted with this, but not by the 
zninifters of the Porte. I heard alfo of all the following 
commotions in Tranfylvania» occafìoned by the different 
faélions of Michael Apafi and Kemini Janos, the two. 
rival princes.* I was not forry for this news, knowing 
that the divifions of the Nazarcnes ftrengthcn the unity 
and force of the mulTulman empire. 1 was hkewife ]a<- 
formed of the fate of Mortaza bafifa of Babylon, wha 
fell a viékim to the grand vificr's jealoufy, with many o- 
ther paffages ; but neither from the Porte, nor from any 
other hands, coidd I learn the leail intelligence of the 
Venetian war, and what progrcfs out arms have made 10 
Candia, Ddmatia, and the other dominions of the re- 
public, which makes me conclude, that either the Grand 
Signior*8 rcfidcncc at Adrianoplc abated his inclinations 
to martial affairs (which is alfo the common opinion of 
tht Chriftians here in the Weft), or that the war in 
Hungary for a while fuperfeded all other defigns. • 

However it be, it is certain the fucceffes of tlie Otto- 
man arms, m taking Ncwliaufel, Leventz, Novigrod,. 
and other places of ftrength, with the terrible incurfioos 
of the Tartars through Moravia and Auilria, put the 
whole German empire into a great conftemation : Am- 
bafiadors arc; fent froifi ^le imperfed court ta all thc^ 
ChrijUian princes, imploring their afliftance in this general 
danger of Europe. 

Here is one arrived at this court, whom they caU 
Count StvezrAf a perfon of good addrefs, and mafter of 
much eloquence^: He has prevailed on ,the French kjog^ 
to maintain at «his o^n charges' fix thottfand horfe tnd 
«foot to ferve àgainft the viékrrious -Oinians ; a geeat i&a* 
ny pcrfons of quality hive lifted* tbemfelves as volanteers^ 
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ted the meaner fort talk of nothing but marching to 
Conftantinopley and diiving the Turks back to Scythiay 
from whence they firft came* 

Courteous bafTa, thou wHt laugh at the Tanity of thefe 
infidds» who oonfider not» that by the grace of God» 
and miracles of his prophet, our emperor Is the king of 
all. the kings on the earth; the mightteft of the mighty 
ones; the phoenix of honour» power, and unparalleled tta- 
jefty ; brother and companion of the fun, moon, and 
ftars ; a prince of a myfterious and fablime lineage, ia 
whom are centered all glory and excdlency | the fhadow 
of God on earth. 

The breath of fame goes before the van-couriers of his 
armiest purifying all places, and f^ng them with vene* 
ntion and terror; the dnft that is raifed by his heroic ca- 
valry pafling through the air, caufes trembling and aflo- 
nifhment in the hearu of the Chriilians ; the infidels M 
before the fatal fciaoetars of true bdiever»« ^ 

May the angel of the houfe of Ifmacl continue lo 
profper the holy offspring, to extend their eonqueftSf and 
propagate the faith unblcmiihed, that the names of Alia 
and Mahomet may be heard in all dimates, and iinon the 
iitmoft borders of the earthr. 

Paris, 5th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1664. 

XI.— To IsouF, ^is Kinfmariy a Merchant at AJlracan. 

1 RAT£ often wondered why, among the reft of the na- 
tions in Chriftendom, thou wouldeft not beflow the leaft 
tranfient vifit on Spain; but, upon more mature confi- 
deiatiott, I find thou art a man of judgment in ttaveilifigi 
^at country lies under a very ill charafter for the pcnu* 
vf of all fbingatàccefiary to loftam the Itvce of the n«« 
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tWo, mod by ccMiCcqueace, it is not to be thos^ht they 
can fparc much for ftrangers ; a yery hihofpitable region» 
«l>ounding m beggars, tbieves, snd drones^ f^l of wiae 
and gold, yet barren of corn and rich people. 

Thou wilt not think this a paradox, when thou ihalt 
coofider th^t the Spaniards have all their com from 
France, Geftmnyt àt €[kily $ and ^at, ^r tfats and o« 
ther reafons. Spaia is but like a fiere, through which the 
iihmcnfe trcafures of Peru and Mexico are drained into 
otiier coimtries» 

Yoo may tratd £nne days togctker in Spain wiUleut 
ibdng any tlniigy fare the dry face of a defiurt $ mid tf 
jwa chaoR» to meet with a bimie wherein yoti nay IliaU 
tet ycmrfcèf and your hoticf espeéi no better than a Ra* 
«wzatt enteitaiameoC $ for you niu& faft ail day» aad 
tbtak yoorfelf atiidi rcfpeàcd if you can g^ a few o- 
niona» or oi^r vooti and hefiw^ with a morSel of bread 
msd fic^ at night, td keep you from being foxifibk that 
yioit are adtfalty Carving. 

Then the inhabitants are the proudeik ptojdeon earth) 
you Ifattfi mset wkh nose but kings, prtaices, Tioeroya, 
m at kaft niea dnt conceit tbotofelves foch ; they arfc 
aifo aierdkfs in their revenge, crud, obdurate, co^et- 
ousy morofc, and inexorable; in a word, Spain is the 
Jefuits paradi£r, the Jews purgatory, and the bell of 

WOflMAi 

I therefore commend thy fortune, or thy pntdcdcc ra- 
ther, which would not fulFer thee to fall into the hands 
of thofe barbarians, nor think it worth thy pains to 
breathe an atr infeàed with fo many viees*- Thou haft 
p^ed thro ugh many moie im^mg provmoes, and art at 
lafi happily fea^ to thy mind» Improve thy opporli^ 
mties. in doing good» ^ . ■ 

I fcnt a. letter to our oouGn Solyman, advifing him 
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to give thee a viTit. If he cornei, receive him kindly, 
and perform the part of a kinfmaa ; put all expences to 
my account, and remember that no man is bom for himr 
felf. 

Paris, 6th ef'the 7tli Moon, of the Year 1664. 



XII.— T(? Afis, Bqfa. 

All Europe is alarmed with the mighty preparations 
which our invincible fovereign is making to invade the 
German empire : Great is their conftemation and fear, 
and couriers are every where running up, and down firom 
one kingdom and court to another, to remonftrate the 
common danger, and beg afliftance : Every body af- 
pears zealous in a caufe which concerns all Chriftendom ; 
and the French king has lent the emperor 8000 men. 

The Duke of Beaufort is alfo gone with a fqintdnm 
of fliips to encounter the corfairs of Algiers, and othtì: 
dominions of Barbary. 

The pope has fent to the emperor^s afliftance fix thou* 
fand foot and two thoufand horfe ; and the reft of the 
emperor's allies are raifing levies for him as faft as they 
can, it being current news, that the Grand Signior in 
perfon is at the head of two hundred thoufand men, en- 
tering Hungary as a conqueror ; that he has taken a- 
bove forty towns, ruined all the country where he paiTed 
through, and that in a little time he will be at the walk 
of Vienna. 

In the rrjean time, this court appears infenfible of the 
general danger which threatens Chriftendom ; they are 
altogether taken up in ballads, plays, and feafting, 
minding their own intereft more than that of their neigh-^ 
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hours, and rev^Mng as if the King of Fralice were fole 
monarch of the world. 

Here is arrived a legate from Rome, to compofe the 
differences between the pope and this crown : His name 
is Cardinal Chifi. He is received with unparalleled mag- 
nificence, as if he were ah angel from heaven ; for the 
French king loves to ihow his grandeur on fuch occa- 
fions ; befides, all the ^nations which are in the commu- 
nion of the Latin church have an unreferved veneration 
for the Roman mufti, whom they cfteem the fucccffor of 
Peter the' prince of the apoftles. 

' This young monarch has a large foyl ; the whole 
world feems too little to fatisfy his ambition ; he lays thè 
foundation of defigns greater than thofe of Alexander 
the conqueror of Afia ; he heaps up money at a prodi- 
gious rate, raifes vaft armies, builds magnificent palaces^ 
keeps kings in penfion, fupports many princes of Ger- 
many, and in a word, commands more of them than 
does the emperor himfelf who is their lawful fovereign. 

Yet after all I cannot perceive that he lofcs any degree 
of that refpeél which he owes, and which his predecef- 
fors have always paid to the Grand Signior, who is the 
undeniable arbiter of the whole world. 

God grant our fovereign long life, perpetual victories; 
and a good flomach to his meat, which the King of 
France wants to the accompliihment of his happinefs j 
for at prefent he feeds like a fparrow; 

Paris, ipth of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1664. 
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Jtni.— 7b Hame r, Réis ErFJNOi, J^rUtéifdl Secrnmy 
of the Ottoman EmpitSé 

J. HOu wilt perceive the vafl refpe£t I have for thee by 
my frequent difpatcbes ; thy commands are to me as the 
laws and fanétìons of the Ottoman empire, which J wfll 
never violate. I am no flatterer ; witnefs my letters to 
fome of the grandees, wherein I have not fparcd to re- 
prove their vices, error'^, and maladminiilration* If a 
bafifa has been unjuil> feditious, or engaged in rebellious 
pradlices ; if he has proved an extortioner, a drunkard, 
or a tyrant, he has not efcaped without ^ due reprimand. 
I have been bold in correding, advifing, and givin^^ 
counfel. to the greatefl miniilers in the empire ; and this 
was a province appointed me by the flower of fubhmc 
glory, the phoenix of honour, fole favourite and trufiee 
of the Grand Signior, the Vifier Azem, in whofe cufto^ 
dy were the feals of impenal fecrets, majeftic decrees, 
and royal edids, who being the primum molile of the re» 
fulgent muifulman fiate, gave life, adivity, and order to 
all the inferior orbs, fprings, and ioftruments of goren- 
snent. 

I received this command many years ago, and he that 
gave it me is gone to the world of fpirits | yet the in- 
jundion remains in force, being damped with the myf- 
terious iignet, the charader of fupreme and immutable 
authority ; in obedience to which I have never warped 
or winched from the duty injoined me ; and to demon- 
ftrate that I did not do this in vain oilentation of the 
power which was given me, I have not failed all along 
to pay to a man of merit the attach and veneration 
which was his due. 

It is with inexpreffible pleafurc I throw myfelf at the 
feet of a wife and virtuoua man, witlwextreme compia- 



Book III. A srr AT PARIS. 165 

c m c y I kffs the duft whereon lie treads, and unfold afi 
my facilities in exprelfing my efteem. I am fuH <yf P^ 
tonic leve, and build altars in n^y breall to a foul deferr- 
ing the innocent facrifices of amorous paffioos, the in- 
cenfe of gratitude, and a pure al^cliOD, aa holocaitft of 
integrity and loyal frieBdihip. 

I proteft, by the hopes I have of fitting on ^e banks' 
of the rivers in Eden, and of being regaled in the de» 
treble ehiofes of paradife, that I honour thy l^anikig) 
and other iage perfèélions, that unblemiftied life, thefè 
excellent morals, and the unparafieled fweetne& of mo- 
defty which crowns all thy a6b*ons* But I will fiiy nof 
more to a man who cannot hear his own praifes : The 
bcft metluxl of exprefliog my rej^rd will be to anfwcr 
thy expeélations, in prefenting thee wicb the true pof^ ; 
trait ure of thefc weftem nations and people, which thou • 
fo paffionately coveted. 

I muft defire thee to escufe the confufioo and want of - 
order ia my ktters, lìnee I fend thee a medley of remark^ • 
as they come to my knowledge and memory. 

It is not long ago fince I wrote to Ifouf £b'n Ach- • 
med, a kinfman of mine, a merchant at Ailracan ; and 
among other things I took notice of his not going to fee 
Spain in his travels ; for he has been in moii of the 
kingdoms of Europe, and over all Alia and Afiric. In 
that letter I defcribed Spain in its worfl coloun ; sow I 
wiR (how it to thee in another figure, without fwcrving 
from the truth ; for every country has its perfections 
and excellencies, as well as its defects and blemiihes. 

If Spain have a barren foil for com, nature has oiade 
amends for that fault, in the purity of the air, and the 
plenty oÌ fruits ; the fands of her rivers are of the moft 
pcrfeél gold ; her villages, though few, are greater and. 
more populous than fome cities, witncis Madrid; her 
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mountains are of iron, marble, and jafper ; her valleys 
underlaid with lead, brafs, and filver. Spain of old was 
the Tharfis of Solomon, the Ophir of the Phoenicians, and 
the Peru of Rome. 

In thofe days the inhabitants of Spain were famous 
for their fortitude and invincible conilancy. It is re- 
corded, that the inhabitants of Sagunto, in the province 
of Valencia, when they were befieged by Hannibal, and 
fore prefTed by the Carthaginians, chofe to ' bum them- 
felves, with their wives, children, and all their wealth, 
rather than* yield to their enemies. 

Their fidelity alfo was fo remarkable, that fome of 
the Roman emperors had always a guard of Spaniards 
near their perfons, as the French king, the pope, and 
•ther princes do now confide in the trufty Swifs. 

But though there remain- flill fome fcattered remnants 
of the ancient virtue among them, efpeclally in Bifcay 
and CaftUe, yet the greatefl: part of the Spaniards are 
degenerated ; they make no figure now in the world, 
but only for their gold, and the vailnefs of their domi- 
nions ; for they poiTefs the beft half of America, are 
lords of two mighty empires, and not without large ter- 
ritories in the other three quarters of the world : Yet 
the too great extent of their power has weakened its 
vigour ; the aifluence of their wealth has really impove- 
rlfhed them, and by flraining their honour too high, they 
have cracked it,'being now of little or no cfteem in Eu- 
rope : Their glory fades at the rifing grandeur of France, 
which makes radiant and fwlft advances towards its ze- 
nith. This young monarch is already become the arbi- 
ter qf all Chrlftendom. 

Accomplifhed minifter, thei'e is nothing in nature fted- 
fail ; the world is but an eternal circulation of events, 
viciffitudcs, and changes, without beginning or end. On- 
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ly Ood remains immutable in his own cflence» which is 
the centre of every thing. May thou and I meet there, 
aind then we (hall be eternally happy. Adieu. 

Paris, x^th of the ^th Moon, of the Year t66^ 



XIV To Musu Abu'i. Yahyan, Profejor of Philo- 

fophy at Fe%, 

JÌy the fisiith and obedience I owe to Mohammed our 
holy lawgiver, by the Alcoran, and all that is efteemed 
iacred among the mufTulmans, I fwear thy long fUence 
jnade me conclude my firft letter was unwelcome to thee ; 
but now I am convinced to the contrary 5 thy generous 
anfwer has removed my apprehenfions, and filled me with 
complacency ; henceforth I Aiall reft aiTured and confi- 
dent of thy friendfhip, promiflng myfclf vaft improve- 
ments fix)m fo learned a converfation, though only by 
letters at nuwy hundred leagues diftance. 

As to what thou required of me concerning the vari- 
ous languages of Europe, I will inform thee the befl I 
can, according to the obfervations I have made, and the 
intelligence I have received from men of letters, and 
fiiom books, which are the piéiures of learned fouls, mir- 
rors wherein they may behold their own perfeétions whilft 
they are on earth, and after their departure to the in- 
vifibles, other men may fee the interior beauties of their 
mind teprefented to the life ; for words are the perfeft 
fculpture of the intelleól, or at leali its mezzotinto ; 
they are the exprefs portraiture of divine and human 
reafon. Thus the Alcoran is called by fome~of our holy 
doélors, ^* The true image of original and uncreated 
wifdom." 
' Now of all the words and languages on earth, thou 
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knoweft xJkm pve-efmoeiice has bcea for ever givea to 
thofe of the Bail, and among them to the Arabian, both 
in regard of its puritf «nd of its autiflpùCje» £r«n whence 
it is dyled the virgia ii»othf^ of laaguag^a» thf» dialed -of 
the bleffed above. 

Thou knoweft that for this reafon it ia^e tme hiàf- 
fui covet no fpecies of learning more ardeacly than to be 
perfedly Skilled in fo divine a fpeechy wherein the volume 
of celeltial majeft/ was penned in Heaveil before the 
throne of God» and feat down «o earth by the hand 4af 
Gabrieli prince of the metfiengevs who fiy 9a àm «nrandt 
of the Ofiiflipotent, It was ient, I (ay^ to the pnsphc^ 
who cottld neither write nor read, that the i9orkL t$^^ 
be convinced of its divine original 9 yet the inciedskHn 
will not believe $ thought it is manifcéi to- an^ man «f 
impartial fenfe» tlhat a perfon idtog«ther ignoMnt of kt» 
ters could not poffihly «ompofe . a book the maà ekf^nH 
i^hat ever was penned in the world, and whemn net tkc 
leaft blemiih or contradiekioD can be found, fbom tfas 
chapter of the preface to the lail vehicle, which winds 
up the whole volume. Oh ! obdurate heaits of infiddis \ 
Oh ! wilfully blind, that fhut their eyes againfl: the fpicn» 
dours of eternal light! Oh ! refolvedly deaf, that ftnp 
their ears againft the voice of Gk^i and his prophet 1 ne^ 
ther will they liden to the foft whifpers which -are wafted 
from paradife. 

Such are the Nazarcnes, who, for the fake of the 
Greek and Roman tongues, of which they are p9ffioa«t6^ 
ly enamoured, educate their children in a fair way to^b^ 
lieve all the monftrous fidions of the ancient poets^ or at 
leaft all the lying tales and legends of their own pneftsi 
which are ten tisies more fabulous ^laa the former^ aad 
more incondftent with reafon ; and this th^y do rather 
than be ai tàe paias of learning Arabic^ which would 
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inftruA them in truths as clear and fcrene as the orient 
fun. 

I filali fay little of thofe two ancient languages of 
<3rcece and Ronae, in regard they being now grown 
obfolete are only to be learned in fchools ; thou, no 
doubti art Tcrfed in them ad utiguemy as the Latins phrafe 
ft. 

That which feems p^opereft for me to inform thee of 
is» that the Homan or Latin tongue appears like an old 
a^ntiquated mother thmft out of doors by her four un« 
grateful daughters, Italian, French, Spani(h, and Portu- 
^uefe* Thefe are her natural ofi^pring, begot during 
^e Roman conquefts in the Weft, and degenerating 
after that empire was in its decline ; fo that now they 
•are taken for no better than mo&greis or baftards. In 
Spainflt tJiere is a great mixture of Gothlih and Morefco 
words; the French retain maay of their old Gauli/h 
idioms ; the Italian is corrupted with a hodge-podge of 
words» left by the Vandals, Hans, and - Longobards ; 
yet that fault is recompenfed by abundance of Greek 
etymologies ; as for the Portug^uefe, it is but a dialeól of 
Spanifh, and lies under the fame imperfeélions. 

The only pure maternal languages now current among 
tbe common people in any part of Europe, are the Teu- 
tonic, Sclavonic, and Britifii ; the firft is fpoken in Ger- 
many to perfcftion, but corruptly in Swedeland, Den- 
mark, and the United Provinces ; ,<hc fecond is common 
to the Hungarians, Moldavians, Poles, Ruifians, and 
many other nations 5 the laft is confined to the Wd/h, a 
peo]^e inhabiting a comer of Great Britain, driven thi- 
ther by the victorious Saxons, their conquerors, above a 
thoufand years ago ; as for the reft, they are only mixed 
dialeéb, and fo not worth taking notice of; exciting 
cme mountainous part o£ jSpaio, iriiere the inhabitants are 

Vol. FI. *• a 
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£iid to fpeak pure Arabic at this day ; they are fuppofcd 
to be a remnant of the Moors. 

The critics here in the^ Weft ufc to give diefc foDow- 
ing,ruleft in reference to languages : If you wpuld addiriis 
to Qod, fpeak in Greek or Latin, becaufe of their anti- 
quity, purity, and majeftic loftinjsfs ; if to kinga^ fpeak 
in Spaniih, in regard of its flow pronunciation, and gra- 
Tity ; if to men, ufc Italian ; to wome^, Fjicnch ; to 
dogs, Welfti J but if you would affright an. enemy, or the 
devil himfelf, fpeak High Dutch. . 

They relate. a> ftory of a German agihafradQr,..at Uje 
French court,, who delivered his meflage in Teutonic, 
which when a certain grandee heard, and took notice of 
its harlh and ftrong emphafis, he fwore it was his opiniop 
that this was the language wherein God cuffed Adaou 
Eve, and the ferpeot.^ The German tupiing to, him, aa- 
fwered b;ifldyi <* It ispoffible^ Monfieur, it ipay,be fo» 
but then I hc^c you will grant that Fiench was; Uic ofj- 
cidioYi of this curfc, when the devil chofe to tempt E?c 
in that langu^ge^for its effeminacy, wheedling her k-la- 
mode de Paris, to eat the forbidden fruit," , 

Renowned Mufu, do me tlie honour of frequent let- 
ters ; inllrud me in things whereof I am ignoxant j make 
me familiar with the remarkables of the country where 
thou refideft j tranfport Fez, with the other parts of 
Afric which are known to the;e, tranfport them, I fay, 
fucceffively to Paris, every moon, on a piece of paper, 
and I will fend thee all Chriftendom by way of exchange; 
forthus.it becomes the lovers of.wifdom to b^er for 
knowledge.. 
Parit, xoth ofihc nth Moon, o£ the-Ytar 1^4- 
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XV. — To OsMAN Àdrooneth, Àjrdloger to the Sultan at 
jidrianopk. 

Those of thy profeflioa here in the Well are wholly 
taken up id contemplating a certaìiì comet which appears 
in the firmament ; it is of that fort which they call 
bearded ; and fome will have it to referable a lion, others 
{ky it is like^a dragon, a crocodile, a bear, and I know 
not what. There is hardly a fpecies of four-footed béafts 
to which the giddy rabble do not refemble it ; and fome 
alTert it to be the perfcét figure of a fword. 

The mathematicians are ftraining all their (kill to take 
the thie dimenfions of this celeftial apparition ; the pamt- 
ers are drawing it to the life ; the poets are making 
«fbngs and ballads of it ; and tl\^ more learned fages are 
fbiming aftrohomical fchemes, like fo many gins or traps 
to catch thid meteor in ; they watch ' all its motions, and^ 
dodge it from one heavenly houfe to another j they trace 
It through the moft intricate paths of the fky. 

if it ftands (till. Or makes a tranfient addrefs to any 
planet, eminent flar, or conftellation, we are prefcntly 
alarmed with the news of it» and bid to be upon our 
guard, as if there were fome mifchief a-plotting againft 
us above. The world is harangued with fatal prediélions 
of wars, famine, earthquakes, and other calamities, the 
fure confequences of this fuppofed prodigy. 

Tell me, thou who art converfant in the fcicnce of the 
ftars, and the myfterious philofophy of Nature, what 
thefc comets are ? Whether they be only exhalations 
drawn up into the higher region of the air by the force 
of the fun, or whether they be more foKd-and dunfclc 
fubftances ? Whether they be of a pofthumous origin, 
like the clouds, hail, rain, fnow, and other, meteors, the 
daily produfts of Nature, the upftart offspring of the 
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elements ? or whether they are in the rank of thofe be- 
ingUf whofe antiquity is untraceable, which are as old 
as the world, fuch as the fun, moon, ilars, and this earth 
whereon we tread ? 

" For my part, I beHe^e it is no hepefy in (cience, what- 
ever it is in religion, to ftart new maxims ; for ought we 
kAOW, both in the one and the other, what we call inno- 
▼itton is but a reviving thofe principles, which, throogh 
defuetude, or the corroption of times, are grown ob£^ 
lete, out of date, and forgotten, though rea&y the moft 
primitive and ancient truths in the world. 

Thus I canoot forbear thinking there are fome other 
gk>bes fcattered up and down the infinite expanfe, be- 
iides thofe whofe continual brightnefs expofes them to 
■our eyes. 

The moon, it is known, with Venus and other planets, 
receive their light gradually from the fun by hemilpfaerer; 
fo that it is certain each of thefe orbicular bodies is al- 
ways dark by half. And where is the foledfm, if «e 
fuppofe there are other opake bodies in the* firmatteot 
which receive, no Hgfat at all, and by their nature nd 
qualities are incapable of receiving any but from withk 
themfelves ? So we may fuppofe fhefe comets to be foch 
folid globes, made refplendent by an eruption of their 
central fires. 

God only knows the truth in fuch cafes ; and thou art 
better able to decide thefe queftions than I ; therefore* 
referring it to thy (age judgment, I pray him who made 
theiVars, and orders thieir«>dominion on earth, to blefs 
thee with fiivourable influences, that thy foul may be ai- 
. ways hke a ^d Bourkhing under the fweet aijpcds of 
Orton and the Pleiades. . ^ 

l^if, isd of the »th Moon, of the Tear 1664. 
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XVI. — To Ham ET, Reis Effendi, Vrlnctpal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire * 

X HB French have had fo many occafions of joy oi 
late, that it is hard to determme which affeóU th«m moil 
v0Gir]y« 

The fatisfadion which the pope gave this monarch ibr 
l^e iajuiies formerly done to his ambaflador at Rìhqc» 
begwL the triimiph of the French court. I haire idready 
ficot intelligence ai diat qaanrd, and how high the r»> 
fcntmcnta of the king dew on die fane day that here* 
cemd the firft news- of fo* barbarous an afiiront \ now I 
fludl acquaint- thee» that there enfued a treaty between 
4cm at Pi(a^ a cky of Italy» in the dukedom of Tuf- 
cany» after the Fsench troops had terrified them into a 
ftaCe-penitence» by the menacing approaches they made 
toward the eoclefiafticid territorica». thmugh the piinci* 
palities of Modena and Parma. Thefe two are friends . 
tm FrajKC^ and their intereft makes-thcm fo, ia regard 
that £XQv^ protei them irom the^pap^s t^preffion» 
who Is ^ays cfteemed an ill neighbour by the Italian 
princes whofe (k>minion8 lie next to his ; for this Ro- 
man prelate is rery pdtenr^id rich ; he would in^a ibort 
time be lord of all Euh>pe in temporals as wcH as fpi« 
rituals, were he not cmrbed by the King c^ France aad 
faia allies* 

7hÌB makes. all the little fovercigns round about Rome, 
flamd tn awe of the monarch who was bom to command 
cKowned heads. Wonder not at the expreffion ; for I tell- 
thee ibme of the great eft princes in Europe arerfais pen-, 
iloners* Thi» very quarvd with the pope has gained the 
French king three cardinals more than were his friends 
formerly. 

« 3. ^ 
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The eoncludoti of the treaty was» that the pope Aiouid 
fend a hgaf€ de latere into France to pacify the kingr's 
wrath, and that the militia or Roman guarda, whom they 
càfi Sbirri and Corfes, Should be for ever ' aboh'iied, and 
a pyramid he ereàed over agauift thdr guard-hoafe, with 
aa infcription in Latia and French, declaring thctr ctmK. 
aod puniihrnent. 

This put the court of France iato a very joHy humour^ 
they fdl prefently to feaftiag and reveling ; and the kiag^ 
next pfojed was the conquefl of Bsàrbary. Tothutendf 
he itùt ÙM Duke of Beaufcnrt, wfth a fleet of great fhip% 
to dear the ieas of Afiicau oorfain^ that fo an, amiy 
migh'è be £dely traofported from Toulon» and' kmd^ ott> 
the oppofite Aore : His defign in thiv was to reduce thr 
inhabitsmti of tbofe happy coantnes to the old idolatry: 
of their- fbfefathem, to plant iliere the Nazarene fnpetfti<» 
liion, «fid ittake himfelf the ickt lord aivd^ proprietà of 
Afric. - ^ 

I cannot divine what foccrfa he wiE have* in this greav 
ettterprife ; but ifappears as if God wereangi^wkh the 
muflohnansy fuch continual lofles they fuftain by land and 
fca. 

It is with no fmall grief I ùcvf not long ago the Frendi 
who ferved in Hungary this campaign return to Pans la» 
den vnth the^fpoils of trae believers. I cannot behold the 
very fcimelars and enfigns which thefr infidels took fmns 
the vanquiAied Ofmans hang up In their temples* as tro^ 
phies of their vi^ory, without inej&prefiìble paliion aad 
regret. It is faid heie^he Grand Signior has loft is 
Hungary abovs thirty thou^wd men this canopa^n, 
whereof ten thou£)nd were kiHed m one battle, and a 
hundred-and-^fty odours taken^ vnkk fixteen cannon. 

Befided, thcfe giafers grate my ears with another bni« 
vado, boafting that one French (hip of war fought feven 
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hoiirs with thrce-and-tliirty of the GWià Sigaìor'a gal- 
lcy9> fiink fi^, fcattered the rcft> and came off with a: 
complete- "fidlorjr. / 

It is a Yaft advantage the French have in the fitiiati<m* 
of thcit country, in that it is wafhed on the fouth by thQ 
Mediterranean^ on the north by the main fea ; ff> that k 
is cafy for them to curb the greateft part of Europe oo. 
one ftde, and foffieiently molta the Levantinea on the 
other. As for t^ie weftcro parts» this kingdom is thw 
very centre^ where att the lines of war, peace, oommerce»^ 
and traffic meet aad teiwiimite. She is to Chitftefidoni 
what Egypt and Sicily were in fprmer «iges to the campii?; 
of old Rome» an inexhaufliblé granary. Whatfoever de* 
firable things nature has frugally dropped h^re and there 
im.Qiber regions, are fouod in this kiagiiam at- io tis^ir^ 
original fern! nary ; corn is plentiful as grafs» wine is al-t 
moft as cheap here as water is with you in fomq parts ^ 
Turkey, the fens and lakes are covered with wild fbwJ; 
Ae meadows with fheep, deer, goats, and oxen 5 there h 
nothing fesrce bu^ befis, eggs, and true believers : I had 
idofioft Ibrgot their remarkable plenty of fait, the bare 
cuftom.of which augments the king's coffers with four 
miUions of fequins every year. 

France «alfo abounds in hemp, a moft necelTary vege« 
taUe, whereof ihe not only makes all her own icordage 
and faSs, but alfo furnifhes her neighbours, which brings 
in a conltderable revenue. There is an infinite plenty of 
finàts, and trees for timl^er, of iron, marble, free-flone, 
and all things neceflkry for building (hips or houfes, for 
defence or offence, by land or 1^ j neither are there wan^<« 
ing mines of gold, filver, da, lead, copper, and other me^ 
tals, whereof men make the inftrumcnts of war^ and thf 
entertainments of peace ; Ina word, this country is fo 
enriched with every thing, that fome liiflorians *nd phir* 

"4 
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lofophera have called it the Parent of Plenty, others the 
Fountain of Earthly Blifs, the mod incomparabk Region 
of thid Gbbe, the Epitome of the World, or rather 1i 
Iktk World itfdf. 

Serene fcribe, thou wilt not wonder at the unirerfal 
fucceffes of the French arms when thou confidereft thefc 
things, and that here the provinces are^ieopled like lung* 
doms» the cities appear like whole provinces ifor moki- 
tnde of inhabitants : To fay all in a word, the common 
ckara^er of France is the lame which philofophers give 
to Nature, ths^t there can be no vacuum found in if. 

')Parts, %sth of the zith M,oen, of the year 1664. 



XVn.—- 7» Abdel Msléc, Muli Omar, Pre/ideai rf 
the College of Science* ai Fez, 

ir ERMiT me to ru(h into thy prefence, venerable patroa* 
of philofophy, vntbont the ufual fomalities of «idditeCs, 
or pundblios of introdudion ; let me be admitted like a 
man with coals of fire on his head, as the coftom is at 
the Imperial Porte in urgent cafes ; for I am newly ia» 
flamed afreHi with Py thagorifm, Hatonifm, and Induintfm. 

Floods, fires^ and other devaftationa by war, ornine, ' 
peftiieocc, earthquakes, and fuch like con^ogencits, have 
eitlier quite abolifhed the true and primitive fcience of 
the firil ages in moH parts of the earth, or at leaft very 
much diminiihed and.obicured their original fplendour. 

The htù. manufcripts are loft, unlefs the Indians have 
prcferved them. Our fathers grew torpid, ftupified, and • 
defperate, under the public calamitiiss which overwhelm- 
ed whole cities, provinces, kingdoms, and etnplres ; there 
w^ no encouragement for a fcribc or a man of letters to 
put himfelf to a needlefs toil in labouring to preferve the 
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recordr^hich came from beaven ; hiftotics of the .WQi^;^ 

iavilible^ ceUiUai, peirfed, .aad eternal ; traditims a>£ .imn 

difoovearabk antiquity ; patidedla repkniihcd with brighi;, 

Orìeotal wifdom, and fcaled with the Tetragrai9a)at<jfi*' 

which tJbiou knoweft 13 the fignet of the Firit and the 

I^aftj even of the Djivioiity which comprehends all thingi^* 

9iid i« kfelf comprehended of none. .. 

Had they gone about fuch a tafk, they knew thsM: fome;, 

ill. fate or other would fwallow their writings, ^d, bury ; 

th^fn in eternal oblivion. . Hence.it is that^ .at this d$^y^ 

we cai^har4Iy boaft of the footfteps of ancient kp(l|V'^« 

ledge, a few fragments and relic» of primitive leaniiiig 

fcattered up and down in divers authors, and much adul*. 

tentedv99th the vain optmons and esrore of after t i aaes f- 

for every writer was either inclined or forced to fii^tter^ 

the age wherein he lived, and not oppafc their tenets ; 

fo that. now there is fcarce any true philofophy extant on 

tlitft.fideth^ Ganges» ■.'■.■■■ i 

Hqw cho^efiram^tts only had the happtoefs to conferve. 

f4Qk bcred 1^ t|rea(i«re, can be no other way made mtt than 

by their own conftant tradition, that the dehige of Noah 

ni^er.ceacfced thofe utmoft borders of the land toward 

tbéS £# ; «(id perhdp» the fame reafon may be given &r 

the untraceable ohronologies of the Chinefe their neigh* 

boiurs I for though they differ in the fentioctents and rites* 

of their religion, in theur laws, euftoms, and maimer of 

government, yet they both agree in affirmii^ the world 

to be iodctermiaatdy old, putting a certain number of 

millions pf yeart &>r ^n uncertain far beyond tt |. which is 

but a modc^ retten<;hment of their own thoughts, a» if 

tb^lfrer^ unwilling it &ould >be faUely.ceniured that 

tlicyr'%im^ ^tan hyperibote^ - v ; 

.,. Tb«j fay thattli@? gra^fimier/s. có-ftcnuil mnhfìoàé 

as Ught id coeval with the fun, produced alfo and depend* ^ 

«5 
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ing after tke fame 'manner; for as the light dl£Fiifed throni^ 
the air is not properly the fun» hot an iafq)aErable effed 
of it/ fo the QQiverfe is not God> -hut his produélioDy ctct 
fobfifting oti him, and never to be divided from his eter- 
nal eflence ; and, for aught I fee, the moft fignifieaat lan- 
guage in tke world has no other Way to exprefs things ^ 
this abftrufe nature. They are too fublime for huB^an 
thought, much more do they tranfcend the power of 
fpeech* All the diakéls on earth are too barren tif 
«ards, and WoM» too defeéUve ia fenfe» to dc£pnbe die 
ineffable fecrets of eternity. 

As fbr the various ranks of beings, ^e infinite diver* 
fity of forms refulring from the firft matter, they tiiink it 
reafotiabte to believe that they were fucceffively produced 
in time, every one in its order, and according to its pèr- 
fcAion.' * 

I tdl thee, it appears much more rational for ine ta 
believe this, than that the firft maHer itfdf was pn)éé- 
ced'out of hdthingv about five or ùx thoiifand years ago, 
as^the Jews 'and Chriftiaris feem to teach. Rather than 
ilarve my reafon wilh fo (hort an idea of the world's age, 
I would embrace the fmtimetits of !Democritu8 and Epi- 
curus, fuppofe an infinity t»f fpaces atid worlds, an eteÉ:«> 
nity of generations and* domiptions, a continual change 
not only of individuals, bdt of the vety fpecies of things, 
through the fatal eoneourfe and trending of atoms ; yet 
not denyng the unky #f the Divine ESence, dor under- 
. traluing his providence all the while ; for thefe thiirgv arc 
in my bpinibh very compatible one with another. 

I do not pretend to be fingubr, or fet up for a ddg- 

matift ; neither am I' ambitious of bdng eftéemed i|^ir, 

' by venting notions above the iheach of -vulgar eapacittes : 

tLis «nlf this paoPSt loveofirtfth wUdk càéoun^et me Ur 



Róùk III. ASfy AT PAJH3r l..?8 

tstke ihÌ8 liberty wUb tkccy wko ia «uUU't;f of plulp£Q^l,i]r 
art t4ic, W7 mailer of tli< age. , » 

»TaiMee, therefore^ i fubmk,all my f-entiowivtv as to' 
aA oracky c{dìnn|r thy ioipa^tial anf^rer ^ iia4 cQudiing 
the faculttea of my foul in the oioil humble attach to. t;by 
'vea^rahlc wifdom, I become 4nute as a mummj* ,. 

' Fam, 30th of tke lath Moon, of the Year 1464. , 



XVHL— Ti> MiRMADOLiN, Santone of the f^kk of Shbm. 

W.HAT i$ thÌ4 world that on all iklea invade .our feofes? 
$his. earth under our feet, thofe cloud» wbirliiig.,pver ,P;U^ 
hi»ad$y thefe. winds fhaking the txee9» .that azure; iky» with^ 
«Ul its glittering amai&ents ì What is all this but an etor*- 
aal dream, a mere ihadow of God Almighty's thoughts Ì 
It is pleafattt living in it, it is dlfo paiofuL In his fenfe 
iChis univerfe- is petjedly good; in ours it is mi^^ed with 
irviL . He made it for his own diverliony and our fcri^tny : 
It* is ta us a held of riddles and contradii\ions«. . . In fum* 
mer we curfe the heat, and in winter blafjpheme the cold $ 
yet we, blefs both the one and the other whep we feel 

. them in due meafure and feafon«, . One. hour this colopr 

«plea&s the eye^ another that, and perhaps in the oe^t it 
ia difgofted at them bodi ;. we never £nd r^ii or content 

, in any thing. The fofteil miificjat fome time$ grates o;^r 
«arsyi like the croaking of toads f. the. moil s^r^eable o* 

. dottrs^are as^ the fmell ^^9iS^\i^<Am^ loathfomq and abp* 
minable^^ the.m0ft4ele<3^bjbe wiaes audAty^sUFX meats, at 
(a6hXeafon&4re?.ui)£alatabk as th^ bev.^.i;^ and di^t of 
hell.; <neithear.^an thetnorr.ia6|iuatiiig.ch<irms, of women 
put U6 ia a. better òumot»; 4dl.tj>e wix^ttk. lyilem of ^^. 

Àothifig^bttt a ray from the Omnipotent can alleviate our 

»6 
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melaocholy, or give ufl; a taftc.of otiriHwe ; for we arc 
the very Deity io fcattered foigVieotSy or wc arc £eparat« 
ed drops of the Divine Eifence* volatile fpirlts of eternity» 
by fate or chance fixed in proper vehicles of time and 
matter.- -O^ Santone I this vt^holf corporeal univerfe is but 
a web fpun from the bovirels of an infinite God» and 
vtrroiight with inimitable artifice to catch' immaterial 
forms^ ideas, and fouls in, which are the genuine off- 
fpring of the Eternal Mind. Wc mortals of human, race 
arc: but io many, parcels of the Divinity in di^uife^ tre- 
panned into bodies by certain hidden baits» magnets» and 
charms^ lurUfig in embryos» with which we have -ibmc 
fympathy ; we are all gods in mafquerade ; fo are the 
bespits of the field» the birds of the air» and the &ih of the 
fe». 

, Let us noe therefore condemn the antique ceremonlef 
of Gentik religion» which taught men to adore the fun» 
m«on»^and ftars» the elements» and all that is within their 
citcumierence» efpecially the foula of departicd heroes» 
demigods» nyanpbs» and the reft of thofe beings» which - 
are the cldeil progeny of Eternal Nature ; for in £b ds>^ 
ing» they did but buS<4/altars to the Original Fooi^ain 
of the univerfe ; fince God. is in the winds» in the rain» 
in the.t^uad^ri lightning» hafl^ and other meteors; in 
the heavens and airi fan» moon» and ftars ; in the fire» 
earth» and water ; in plaota and animals ; finaQy» iincc he 
is in the elements» and every thing compounded of them ; 
he if,, not oidy in them» but is thefe very things» by an 
* ineffable piodnebion o£him£df : And when the iinal con^ 
fuihmation fhall come» it will be but a. withdrawmg ali 
the extended lines of his infioky Into their centre, where 
thott and I, a&d«tcry divided atom in mature ihsdi mect^ 
he ttsif^d a^d f wallowed up ia eternal bcatitv^. Aoieai 
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Ament Oh thoa Loni and Father of aU things, tioex- 
haufttbk abyfs of miracks which know no end. 

Paris, 6th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1665. 



XIX.—- To the fame, 

O ITP POSING it were otherwife than I have faid, grant 
the doébinr of Epicurus true, believe that we and all. 
things were produced by the fortuitous coooourfe of 9^ 
tonis» yet Am we have the fune or greater reafon to va* 
lue Qurfelves aS' diminutive gods, fincc in this ftnfe we 
muft of BeceiHtybe eternal, every atom being fo of which 
we are compounded. In ythe opinion of thefe philofo- 
phers, there is no fuch thing as an origin or bcginnmg of 
the univ«rfe ; each particle of matter with them is as eld 
a& the Davinity. We have all ranged eternally from one 
form and world to another, danced to the meafures of. 
Ffite, been pacts of the orbs abovcr and of the caverns 
below, (brayed through the heavens and all the elements^ 
taken an univerfal career through infinite and endlcfs 
fjpAce, and are now (as fixed as we feem in» thefe folid 
hulka of ficfh) in the fame hurly«>burly its ever. 

Th^fe bodies which we carry about us are not Qom- 
pQUnded of the fame atoms as they were feven yean ago ; 
there is a peqKtual flux and reflux of particles ; we die 
as £aft 88 we live ; every moment fubtraéU fn>m our du- 
ration on earth, as much as it adds t^ it; we mave, 
breathe» aed do all thing» by.pacadox; ow fcry efience 
is a riddle. 

With as opoi heart,- therefore, I apf^ud thy tdigiour 
negh'gcnoe of human a£&m, in thatthou art dMnely care^ 
lefs of thyfelf.aad every thing: clfc,.fcve only 40- conferve 
thy innocence. 
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What figmfica it whether we belicv« titc written law 
or the alcoran, whether we are diiciples of Mofies, Jefus, 
ot Ma}Kmiet^ fo!k>wcra of Anftolfe, Plato» P^thag^osM» 
Epicurus, or Ilch Rend Hu the Iis&n bnrmin ? Of 
ifrhat import is it whether we pray or not, ^whether we 
kneel t>eforc images or in a naked nxifqtie ì It w^bé 
all one in the winding up. We are but the machines of 
Chance ; as we live fo fhall we die, and God knows m^at 
Wili become of us afterwards ; neither is it worth. - our 
v^hile to be foKcitoue, fince we can be certain of fiothtog» 
Pei'hsips erery atom of whkh we are made may be -fcsrt* 
tcred from the reft ; we may be tranfportcd piece*9Md: 
tùto t«n hundred thoufand millions of worids y and feitn- 
foM as many years may expire before two the npontcft 
panicles of our frame meet together again* We need 
ttot to'be troubfed at all this ; nothing can hinder us 
from Iftfmg irmnartai and eternal, though it be but h 
fragments. ' ' ~ 

'Go on then/ facred vagsrbond, pious ranabler, holy fifr 
gitfve, go oattoaiiett, in the courfe of thy Hfe» this great 
tfiith, ** That all thinga depend on cvexiafHngC&ance or 
Rcftiny/^ Tliy a£Uons Ihall reprove the faypocxkes ol 
%he ag«, who abound In fpecious words ; and tlky^ dmne 
HkdlAérence (hall condemn the hdHih eeal of iiirknis bi>- . 
gots^ wtio^^htnk t« pl«afe Ood, and atcme. fer thér^as, 
by faerffielàg hdi&an blood, and mafTacHng all 4hat -ate 
fiOt of thd[lr&kh«> . ' 

. ^od, or Chance,, or Fate, ihaU tmofpórt tibee after 
death to bs^y le^oia, immarceffil^e jo^ts,- and- »d ead^ 
téls'fuccrffif)»n ofbEi^f oserymtom &dil &)dit9 pamdife ; 
fhoulkali mount* by degieesitii fidi,, iainifef, and ttcnrf 
«MditfJ -AiJietTforatitÉe.r > »- ^ :. » ': r 

^ ^arii, aothof the xft Moon, df thcl?^* k^^/ " ' ' 
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XX. — To IsouF, his Còu/tn, a Merchant' at Ajlracan. 

^SA^ksn i tefledon di^ èappìief* wiu^Hig ^««AjalLtliy 
life at liberty to dlar^ tky refidence, and mioUe i4i)ii*> 
tltrrfoerer tky ^Micyinvked thee^ and that, arofl now ^ 
AfUaoan thou art no longer confia«d than by tby owu 
pkafuré or ìatereil» i ca»inot forbear emrfing theé» 

. Tbcreisran inexpreffible del^ht in «adging the «BjnuoQt* 
tnck« «f the earth ; whereas to be perpetttaUy - fiuH U|^ 
srnd «tipnlbned as- 1 «nn in a city fo doftLftad high bttilv 
that the Tery \mnd».caa finrde 'find way into hef interiof 
ikavta, js-a perfe^ hdl upón«arth» 
- To ^paak the'ttiithy Paris maijr be called a heap, vfi 
aggregateof cities» builc <me «pon anotfacr, like Pdioa 
upon 0&, fiace the houie» here «re as high as the Bii« 
aarets at Conftantioopk, and divided, Uke the aiiv iat»' 
tiieiknvar, middW and upper. xegt0ns «v apartmants^ or 
mther like the heavens, whofe number aftronomers aftft 
to be nine \ fov wfth- fo nmiiy> ftoreys do fboie hooles^. 
Bay»> wholG ftrects in Pwsà Hit up their heads» and e^f y 
floaey or apartment ib-pec^ledlike a bee-hive ; fo tbait i& 
this iniute throng ol inhabitaoi^' .«id fuch as ^qome- ìà^ 
ther about huinefet ^'v* vt ready to. be Aifled^with «ufi 
anotbev^'brèath \ wheteas.thoo ko^weft, iq the citJipvall 
ever the '£aà». the boules lure ÌBtem9Ì9ed wxtk.. gardens ; 
thcy^are low biiilt^ wiih.ttrraee» Cm the top-, to .tifo die 
toxX air on by nighty with parterres» JudkMieya» divaas», 
ioonfenvtories^'wui^alll the other con^omienèiesibr aefedh-i 
j0g« the ftfi&Sy' by water» wiodyiuui odoriferoa»fÌJiK9s* ^ 
This (xfiàer m'e^kttgtoubr aft^ QoaSlKkDauv^y Daotta^ 
otisy Mofidy ^1* ismsL at ìMeacvi» wkóe thon^ «efidcA» 
Uiough that city wants many 'edicts iwhidt, otheti no* 
joy ; howerer, I ffaoi4d.th^e c^canipiter with tiaras ^ssA 
Ktobafi^ the Tcry il^t of wUsb. would half east 'my di& 
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contnit. May my pocttoo'be with Tagot, if f am not 
tired with feeing nothing but thefe hat$ aad fhort coats» 
thde «idioubuft Fraqju, th^fe apfs without tails j aad 
then to hear them rant «gaioA the Cxui4 Sigmor an4 ali 
true bcikvei»» to hear them .blafpheme the mefieogi^ of 
G«dy carie the akoraOf revile the mufti and all the ja^l* 
lahsy with a thoiiGmd other impertineneiest which none 
hot loeh rieprobates, giafe», aod infidels, would .be guiky 
ofi flwkes me either mi(h myfelf deaf>.or that my t<^giie 
were -at liberty to anfwer them. But mach rather woid4 
I é^are to be in a place where I might eiyoy my 6iH:8»,to 
reoeite the ialem from my friends th^ Ke muiTulmans». 
and to hear the name of God devoutly Uefied on any 00 
oafidU'that awakens the (cafe to piety. ' . 

. Oh that I were among my countrymen^ the Arabiaas* 
wis» dwdl in tentsy and frolic about from hills to rsikyn^ 
tafting by turns the vartpus fweets.of the foreft and: the 
plain: The groves and meadows, paflures and aca^ 
grounds, okies and villages^ aU contribute to their de« 
hghs $ lifaey want no innocent joy that the earth can^« 
fi>rd-t.thdr.wea]tb oonfiftsin the multitude of «heir Aiesfi^ 
caaiel% /goats, and oxen ; and for them it all their case» 
^t they .nny not want grab and water in due feafon ; 
as.^oir themiekes, they are i^efigoed to; Providence. 

4So aie the Tartars, who ikep in hoidcs ^or waggons, 
the osily cavaliers of Afia^ whofie life is a perpetual cam^ 
pa%n from the cradle to the grave :^ Their .labour .and 
eafe tie derived from the lame fountain» exercifing thcm- 
felvep on faoriiebaok ^t £e«ea yjears old» and feeding on the 
mflk a£ niares as foon as they are weaned from their mo- 
ther's breafia. ToilaQd receeatioa with iLhem are one 
and tbe-lame thingt iiaoeihey know noi /athex .pkafinv 
but what confifts In tiding, fightii^, and (^Qpqueróg, or 
elCe in d«ath| ^whieh they bdiicve.tnai^ljes .tbmi .to new 
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joys, and thofc more poigntnt than tàicj ki\w before ; 
therefore they bravely court it at the point of a fword or 
the mouth of a caiioony npthmg being more ùaxaàilom 
or hateful than a co^M^rd among thycm. . 

I proteft the veiy idea of Palus Modis^and .Taurtcaii* 
Cherfimefusy with the reft of thoiìe ho«]riUe fenili a^. 
marflies onr the north of the Black Sea» which encompaft. 
the dominioAs of the Tartars» affida me with, a paffiipa^ r, 
or mther fuch a medley of pafiions» as I know, not how 
to fuune. Thole ample defarts, chefe tintraced £Qlkude%« > 
appear to my iau^atioa like the limits. of thit old h^, . \ 
bitable world, and the frontiers of fome new; fisaag^v ; 
an4, unknown region» fome ^rrra mcogmtaj whé^e.an uni*. 
▼crfcd defoiation and filence keep their feat for. ever i , 
where no roices are heard but thofc of uncouth btjn^ 
fawns» and other exotic tenants of .the woods and moors ; 
no other found but the whiftling. and roaring of the. . 
winds ; no profpeéi but that of trees» which have appeajc^. 
ed from the infancy of time ; and where thofc ,iu:e wancc. 
ing» tl^ eye is wearied in a long endlefs wafte» which no«^ 
thing feevat^ bound but the dccKniag ardai of difiant » 
ikies» or low black mekncboly clouds» ikirted with mifta.. 
and fogs» eternal masules of the northern dinie»* 

This is die 6gure of thofe folitary tracks wliere I: 
would cboofe to live» rather than in a city which, ilifles 
me with too much plenty of every thing but fre& ajr and 
hoaeft people. 

Ifouf» the contrarieties which wc find in earthly thmgs. 
give a gufb to each othev» and the moA magnificent pa« • 
lace would feem a priibn» werf raman always «onfined to. 
live in it» ,. 

Coofin» I wiih thee perpetual iibcrty and bappineft* 

Par», 7th of the id Moon, of the Year 1665. * ' 
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ZXL—To Hamet, Riis EFFENDI, Principaf Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

Amidst the varkty of oWig»tions whWi I harrc to dif. 
charge, 1 forget not to obey thy commarids. I hofc al- 
ready m my former difpatchcs acquainted thee wiA tbe 
cha»acn and feme remarkable paffagcs t>f Hcni^ IV 
Lewis XIIL Lewis XIV. Cardinal RichUcu, Canfind 
Ma«anm, and the Prince of Condc ; no^r I wfll fey ibiiie- 
tWpg of the iftmoiH Marcfehal de Tiirenoc, Wkefe finne 
reufhes wherefocver tèe Frendi war* haw ^ecn tiOktd of 
fcrthefe forty ytars. The name of thi. great general i, 
M«ry de bTonr d'Auvergne, f<to to the Dnke of Bon^ 
iBon. • 

^^ WhènbV fethcr was near hi» death, he called for bot& 
Me «ms, whereof this was the youngeft, and, amoi^ o. 
thcr exhortations, he recomm<*ndcd in a fpccial manner 
three things to their p«aaice ; never to reooaace or 
4fhange their religion, never to take tip ama aganift thcff 
ftìfvereign, nor to f rovoke the ftrft. mintftcr. 

Astothefirft, the Marefch^de Tnrennc Eas faithiT. 
tokept itinviohibly; but he ha» fanltercd in botii the 
other, having revolted from his maftcrV fervicc dmiii^. 
W« minority, and oppofcd the intereft of CaHiaal Maza- 
rfnt when the pariiatnent perfecuted that nmilfter. 

' However, this hinders not but that, he » a great idU 
dicr, and befides he is fince reconcBed to tiic fciagjk He 
fcems to be born for martial affairs ; and they rdate of. 
him^ that when he was but teii years dd, and hia gofer, 
nor miffing him, had fought up Middownr-cvery where* 
for him, he at length found him faft aflecp on a cannon» 
vi4iieh he feemed to embrace with hie little arms as far as 
they would reach ; and when he aiked, « Why he chofc 
fuch a couch to lie on," he ^aée aafwcr, ** That he dfs. - 
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figncd to have flept tb^re all night, to convince his father 
th^t he was hardy enough to undergo the fatigues of 
vrar, though the old dnke had often pcrfuaded him to 
the contrary:?' And, tofpeakrth'e truth, no matt' was 
T»fare cafelefs rf his' body than this pni}(?e. 

' At fourteen yfeart of age he^as fcnt fnto Hollandjtd 
ferW In thè army under the Prince of Orange, Mrho was 
hi» nude. There he applied himfelf to all the dtfclpKne 
of -war, dc8ngthe duty of a private foldier, i?^ich is the' 
comsion way that cadets, or yottnger brothers, take to 
rSe èo^Keiaoft- eminent offices. He was equally for-* 
ward in iaboura.and perils, nevet fhunning any fatigue or^ 
hszafd whidi might bring him glory ^ yet he was act 
ralh, the common vice of youth, but tempered all his ' 
adtous* with an extraordinary prudence and folidity or 
jadginent, beyond '^at was expected from him at thefe 
ytarr I yet» xm the other iide, his counfels were not flow' 
. and phkgmaibc, being of a very ready forecaft, altid he 
fddomTaSed in his contrivances. He was foon promoted; 
to a place of command ; and the exadnefs of his con-' 
duft raffed-him -a vaft reputation, fo ihaf by degrees lie 
atriaft -arrived ta that height of power and honour he 
now polTeffes» He appears indefatigable in his body, and 
of anlnvincHiie refolotion ; he hates flatterers, that think 
to gain his friendlhip by praiimg him, aad is equally 
averfe^from making -ufr of fuch fawning infinuations to 
others, diough thegreateil princes of the blood, or the' 
firft minifter himfelf.. 

He has aKb a certain ftedlaftnefs of fpiiit, which can-' 
not be warped bj any art;ificial addrefles,. though made 
to his. own apparent adfantage^ if they propofd to him 
any thing that has the leaft femblancc of what is bafe 
and diAionouràble. Thus he would never confcnt, that 
the honour of taksag.QuiAàk fonie years ago (hould be 
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afcribed to Cardinal Mazarml, though that mlaifler pri- 
T»atcly courted him to it, offering him the greateft com- 
mands in the kingdom if he would do kirn that fervicc» 
and the (/farefchal knew it niiglit prove hÌ8 ruin if be 
did not ; yet fuch was his integrity and love to. the truth, 
that by no iseana would he be brought to cofidefizend to 
this meanne^ of fpirit ; yet perhaps it might, only pro- 
ceed |rom the ayerdpn which in thofe ^ys he had for 
the; cardiitaL Many time» it is evident, that a nataral 
pai£on is made to pais for a moial virtue ; bdides, per* 
haps he was unwilling to be deprived of tlie gloTf doft to 
him for that important femce« 

He is a man of few wprds» and fo Decret in all his 
counfels, that no Ibody knows any thing of his defigns 
tin he puts them in execution. Every man eilcems him 
the moft liberal prince of this age, havii^ no other re- 
gard for money, than as it fcrves tl^e ne^cflltics of his . 
family, and enables him to oblige his friends* . 
. In a word, whatever vices he m^j have, he is yet en- 
dowed with fo many good qualities and. virtues, that Jic 
18 beloved by all the nation» andju partieulj^r Savour with 
his fovereign, who treats him not as a fubjeél, but as omc 
of his moft intimate friends. 

* May God, who has raifed up this gi:cat genius to ag» 
grandife the French monarchy, continually fupply ph^ 
Grand Signior with valiant and expert generals, th»t the 
empire of the faithful Ofmans may incr^fe like the 
moon, but never be in its wane, till th^t planet (hall no 
more appear in the heavens, and the {aliening pf the ek« 
ments (hall be difTolvtd. 
Psrii, xsth of the ad Moon, of the Year- 1^5. 
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XXII. — To Òrcham Cabet, Student in the Sclnua^ 
and Penfiofur ta the Grand Si^nwr. 

'(This letter was written originally in Sclavonic, J 

The French king has lately rtcdved a groft affront 
from the poets ; «hey have often been fatlrkal upon hti 
loves» and now they begin td burlefque upoft hw money. 
A <ky or two ago, as he was newly rifen out of his bed, 
be found on a table in his chainber a paper contaimrrg 
tbefc verfcs : 

Tu és Iffut de Race Aiigufte, ' • 

Toii Ayeul eft Henry Ic Gmnd ; 
£t ton Pare Louis le JuAé ; . . • > • 

Pour Toy, tu n*ét qu*niB Louts d'ArgooC. 

Thou kno'weft where the force of the poet's wit lies, 
having travelled in France, and learnt their language. 
The king fmtled at thfe reading of it, and fcemcd to be 
pleafed with the frankncfs of the aylbor, Aiying, ** He 
was'Wórth a thoufand flatt'ercrs.** He promifed likewife 
to give him five hundred louis for his wit, if he would 
dffcover himfelf, as alfo to pardon him on his royal 
word ; but the fatirift would not venture himfelf, know- 
ing that kings have more ways than one to revenge them- 
felvea of private pcrfons their fubjeds. However, fmce 
the king appeared fo well pleafed witli this, he was re- 
folved to give him another touch of his /kill ; and the 
very next morning, in the fame place, the king found 
thcfcwordrti 

Tu ne le f^aura pag, Loui", 

Car j'etoi» fc^il qpand je iè fis. ;« -' * ' » ^ 

There have been many conjectures made about the 
author of thefe lampoons ; fome fay one thing, and fome 
another ; and there arc not wanting fuch as fallen it on 
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•a virgin of OoUen, now refiding at the court : Her name 
it Anna Mane de Skurman ; fhe is very learned, and 
fpeaks Arabic^ Latin» Turklfii, Greek, Italia», Frencb, 
and Spam(h, as fluently as her native dialed ; ihe is of a 
fine wit and piercing jadgaient in the cootroverfìes of 
philosophy and religion. 

There are feveral epiftles of her^s in pnot, ibme ped- 
sed in Latin, others in French, addrelTed to the queen- 
mother. Cardinal Richlieu, Cardinal Mazarini^ and .o- 
thers, befidcs a book of poems, mod of them iathnes^ 
and it is this lail gives the world fuch a jealousy of her 
writing the h'nes which were found on the king's tabk ; 
for the critics have compared them with her ftyle, and 
find a very near refemblance between them* 

But kt who will be the author, I think the French 
king is wronged in the chara£ler they give him; for 
though he has heaped np great quantities of goki and 
filver, to carry on his vail dcfigns, yet he is no miier, 
bemg very liberal to perfons of merit» 

I fend thee this for thy diverfion, and in order to our 
future correfpondence ; take it for an example, and he as 
familiar with me, remembering the old Latin proverb, 
" Manus tnanum/ricat.*' 

Paris, nth of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1665. 



XXIII. — To /i&^ Captain Bassa. 

JM.ay thy heart be cheerful, and thy voyage crowned 
with fuccefe wherever thou (aileft, noble old Tarpaulin, 
and favCuriteof ' the god of the fea. The eniplrc of the 
Ottomans has not had fo brave a commander of the navy 
the(e thirty years. God grant thee good fortoAe againft 
jthe infidels, vyiiether on the White or Black Seas» Thwi 
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art, already fenwus fq» thy exploits on the latter, m 
. abpViS twenty engagements ivith the Cofiaci| Ciceaflians, 
.and thie xt& of tkofe tine villi countries ; butnotlimg l^is 
raifed thy cUaraéier fo bigii as the laA combat thou hadil 
ivith Pachicour, the renowned pirate. of. tliofe parts, who 
threatened not only his Chriitian neighbours, but alfo 
^thc Ottonala empire^ mtli infinite ravages* 

But thou hail ibenuned the tide of glory» humbled the 
• maritimfi people, his confederates, and by that means 
iBAdeahyfdf a way into the Archipelago and Medites- 
ismean, where thou cideft, as another Neptuae, Jung of 
,thie waters. -- 

Take not this for flattery ; for I tell thee, I have not 
faid fo much to a bafla of the fea thefe fevea^aad-twcnty 
years ; neither indeed had I any reafon. He tliat me- 
rited the moft appkufe in aU that time, was the brave 
.ZomeTan Muftapha ; and I addreired no more tohim-than 
his due ; fortune did not favour him, or elfe he had done 
great things. As for the reft, they were generally men 
never hred to fea affairs» but minions of the court, or 
bullies of the city^ who were t>etter at making a noife 
than at any adion pf hazard or importance. And there 
were fome bold renegadoes, but they ]\l«^y^d.iaft and 
loofe, and nobody knew where to have them. 

Treachery infedls the whole world, bat in thefe wef- 
tem parts it reigns as in its centre ; Here is nothing 
but undermining and ambufhes, one ilate trepanning anor 
ther out of their guards, and then they play their own 

It. would be endle{j^ to acquaint tjjiee. with the origiital 
of the quarrel between the EngliP» and th^JD^tcti;. let it 
^ enough for thee to know, that thefe peppl^a^^ ^t pdds 
sow-; a^d, in regard thè ftrength . Qf bptlk smtipns li^s in 
their &ipping| they are preparing to ^jc^yf^.the i^therp 
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icat with nmes ; but the idandcrs ftSl get the beft of it ; 
they ckim the fovereignty of thofe feas, and in my opi- 
nton they defcrve it. I fpeak according to my intdli» 
genccy being aiTttred that no nation ever prevailed agatnft 
them on that element. 

They have had a terriUe fight this fuimnery wherein 
the Dutch loft feventeen fhips of war» befides vcfièl» of 
fmallcr note : The commander of the Engliih fleet is 
called the Duke of York, a great general» and brother 
to the £ngli(h king ; his name was famous in France 
and Flanders during the Spaniih War ; and tfaoi^[h the 
land afforded him no farther occafions of glory, yet he 
has found ibme in the fea. Opdam» the grSsteft admiral 
that ever the Dutch could boaft of^ fell a facrifice to hti 
genius. 

I am the more particular in this relation, becaofe it it 
fit thou fhouMft know thfc charaders of afi the brave he- 
rocs living. 

Since this fight, the King of France has fent an am- 
ballàdor to the Englifh court, to mediate a peace* ' What 
iiTue his negotiation will have, is of no great import to 
us, who ferve the Grand Signior, fole lord of the four 
feas ; but I will tell thcS? fomething which it concems thee 
to know. 

The King of France is going to cut a canal through 
part of his kingdom, by which the Mediterranean may - 
be joined to the main fea. This is a vaft defign, and 
much difcour£ed of in Europe, being a parallel to what 
has been formerly attempted by fome kings of Egypt, 
and emperors of Rome, to join the Mediterranean and 
Hed Sea together, for the fake of an eafier traffic to the 
Eaft Indies. 

' Thou oughteft alfe to be informed of the Duke of 
BeauftMt's exploits on the coaft of B^rbary : He ia com^ 
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mander of die Fiynch navy in thdfe feas» sod hat dene 
great mjitries to the people of Algiers, Sarcelle, Bongìe, 
and other ports* 

Though thefe rebels are defenredly punifiied for de« 
feiting the proteéUon of the high Porte, yet let ut le-: 
member that the Algennes are muilidraaiis, tate Aere- . 
fere ought not to be abandoned to the maHce of in- 
fideis. 

Mi^ty baffa, fail thou in the ftrength of God, agatnft 
tbe enemies of the Ottoman empire ; and when thou haft 
fisiUnsd thy voyage here below, may a wind of mercy 
waft thee over the waters which are above the firmaoien^ 
and land thee fafe in one of the ports of paradife. 

Paris, 3d of the 9th Moon, of the Tear i66s* 
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LETTER L—Ta Achmet Beig. 

À HIS court has put on the exterior femblance of mourn- 
ing, whilft they inwardly rejoice at the death of PhMip 
IV. King of Spam : He deceafed on the 17th of the 9th 
moon. It is poifible their grief is more real for the death. 
of the Duke of Vendofme, a prince of royal extra<ftion, 
and whilft living, not far removed from a poifibility of 
inhcritiog the crown pf France ; but now he is gone t#^ 
the grave, the general receptacle of all morlab ajid 
wfakH makes no diftinaion between the noUe and the 
vulgar. 

There have been abundance of ceremoniet performed, 
00 tliepart of the king, the daofAin, the Duke of Or« 
FoL FI. , 
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leans» the Duke of Valois^ and other prkices of the 
l>IoQdy f ov the health of the departed foul ; for the Nasa- 
renes, to give them their due» fall not (hort of the true . 
f»thfbt> in helieving the i>efunre£)!Ìoa and immortality to 
come ; they coniign the bodies of the dead to their fe* 
pakhre» with iblemii rites of religion» perfuoung then 
wkh incenfe» and fpf iniding them with hoJy water» re- 
heariing alfo certain facred hymns and prayers appointed 
for that pur]9o(e ; neither do they neglcék t» faSt, and 
give aim6> to perform any pious office,, whick ift praóiifed 
by the muir«hi»n», for their friends, wha are gone to the 
iavifihle date : They agpee with ns in abundance of good- 
things» and if they mix fome fuperililioiis and erxocs^ itt 
OS pity their we^nefs», and praiie God^ Tii(ho guides ns 
into the right way» and fuffers us not to be feduced into 
the way of infidels ; he is the merciful of the merciful, 
the joy of the cleéì, and the hope of all nations ; (hould 
he putiifli men according to their hourly demerits» the 
earth would foon be depopulated» and void of any other 
inhabitants fave the beails ; but he knows our mould» 
and remembers that we aire b<x more than a mese froth or 
fpume of the elements» and that in a very little time, by 
the courfe of nature» we (hall vantAi like bobbles» which 
yield to every blad of wind ; therefore he ^res us» 
mid connives at our in&rmities»^ becaufe he is the lover of 
folds. 

I fpeak thi« as an incentive to charity among ourfelvefl^ 
and to our fellow-mortals, it feems- to me unreafonaUe, 
t^at we (hould purfue» with -inexorable hatred» aH the 
followers of Jefus ; he was a h<^y prophet» humble» mild» 
chafte» and harmkfs ; he did many good works, himielf» 
and commands d his difciples to imitate his example ; he 
recked thi^ie among them that wotdd have called down 
fire from heaven to, €Qù(vimc his enemies» enjoining then 



Book IV. A SPY AT PARIS. I95 

to return Ueifings for curfes, prayers for blafphemies, 
and good for evil. There are thofe among them who 
obey his precept's ; as for the wicked, I am not their 
advocate. If the greatcft part of the Chriftiana Kvc con- 
trary to the law of the Meffias, let us confider al{o how 
many hypocrites, libertines, heretics, and atheifts there 
are among thofe who profefs the muffulman faith. Doubts 
Icfs there are good and had of all religions ; and it is im-* 
poflible to find an allembly of juft men, without a mix- 
ture of finncrs. 

As for our* difference with the people of Jefus in mat- 
ters of woHhip, rt ought not to make us forget that we 
are men, compounded of the fame flefh and blood aà 
they J and for aught we know, God, who made all the 
nations of the earth, may accept of their various rites 
and ceremonies, in paying him divine adoration. 

'Wc that are the pofterity of Ifntael, and worfhip the 
Eternal after the manner of our fathers, who followed the 
pattern of Ibrahim the beloved of God, canoot deny but 
that the law -of Mofes was of divine original ; and yet it 
contains precepts and injunéiions, to which we are wholly 
^r^ngcrs in our practice, though the Jews, who are the 
defcendants of Jacob, obey them to this day. 

So we believe what the Aleoran fays of the Meffias, 
that he is the Breath and Word of God 5 that he healed 
difeales, raifed th« dead, wrought many other miracles, 
and preached the true heavenly dodrine ; yet there is 
abundance of difference between the ceremonies, which 
the very apoftles ufed in the fervice of God, and the 
worship eftablifhed by Mahomet, our holy lawgiver 5 but 
he telk us that they who live up to the law of Jefus filali 
go to pasadife as well aa the muffulmans. 

The grcateft fcandal which the Chriftians giye m is, 
thdyr fttting «p piilure^ and images in their temple^ and 

I 2 
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the r€vcrcacc they pay to thofe iufcnfible pieces of ha- 
man art ; and yet, for aught we know, ^hey may be ex^ 
cufeable before God, fìnce they profefs openly, ifl the 
public decrees of thdr councils, that the veneration and 
honour tliey pay to the figures of faints and angels is 
only relative, their devotion at the fame time refting not 
on this fide the prototypes. 

If this be true, I fee no more hurt in their worfhip of 
images, than in bowing and proftrating before the Al- 
coran, which is but another fort of imagery reprefenting 
the divine wilL 

In a word, if the hieroglyphics of the aixrient Egyp- 
tians are allowed to be lawful letters, an4 inftrumcnts to 
cxpreiti the Inward conceptions of the mind, in my opi- 
nion, the painting end fculpture which we fee in the 
churches of the Chriftians, ought not to be condenmed 
as an idolatrous pra£^ice, when it is only ufed as an 
eafier way to convey the hiftory of Jefus, and the- reft of 
the prophets and faints, to the vulgar, who arc generally 
ignorant of letters ; unlefs we (hall fay, that the Son of 
^ary was an idol, and the prophets and faints were 
devils, which God avert from the mouth of ^ true be* 
licver. 

' Paris, 13th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1665. 



II. — Ti? William VosPEL, a Reclufe of Aujlrui. 

JL HY difpatch c^me to my hands in a good hour ; I 
perul^d with reverence the paternal inftruéiions it con- 
tained) the grave and judicious apothegms, the facred 
rules and inftrué^ions of a regular and fpiritual life, the 
;inoraUt more tcfined than ^ofe of Pindar, Epidetus, 
Seneca, or Cato \ but pardon me if I relifh not fo well 
I 
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tty panegyric on feme of the newly canonifed faints, 
from which you take occafion to extol the pope's mfalli- 
billty, an^ to exclude from falvation all that are not with- 
in the pale of the Roman church» 

I am a Chriilian and a Catholic as well as you ; I ho- 
nour the apoftles and martyrs, with all the primitive fainttf^ 
confefifors, and holy dolors of the church ; but I can ne- 
Tcr be perfuaded, that a man, for being a murderer, trai- 
tor, pn inventor of cruel devices, or a learned fycophant, 
can merit heaven, though he may be ranked in the red 
fines of the kalendar ; much Ibfs can I believe that all 
men fhall be damned who are not in communion with the 
bifhop of Rome. Certainly the catholic or univerfal 
church is not {hut up within the narrow confines of the 
ihattéred Roman empire ; confider Greece, Armenia, 
£gypt, Mufcovy, Ethiopia, and all the fpacious territo- 
ries of Europe, and the Eaft : How many millions daily 
fay the pater-nofter, and pray in Jefus's name, yet never 
paid obedience to any but their own patriarchs and bx- 
fhops ? Were not all the apoftles equally in comnufllon > 
Were not the churches they founded and eftabhftied c- 
qually holy and orthodox ? Where then commenced the 
mighty fchifm, but in the morofe pride of Vidor, who 
(for the fake of pafchal niceties) affronted all the churches 
in the world, and was for that reafon fevercly reproved 
by a French biihpp of hifipown obedience, befides the re- 
primands of Polycarp and other prelates of the Eaft I 
Was not St. John the Belovtd, that refled his head with 
divine honour on the brcaft of Chrift, as privy to the , 
laws of his mailer as Peter, Paul, or any other abortive 
apoftle ? Remember the (irft general council at Jerui^- 
lem, where James the brother of our Lord fat .prefident, 
decreeing abftinences exadly oppofite to the prefent Ro- 
man faith and pra^ice ; and believe at the fame time that 
• 13 
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it was imperial jrantty and pride which fird: begot the hr 
tal reparation. Hercfy was but the baftard of the apo- 
flolic cancmsy cheriihed and too much count enanccd by 
Conftantine and his fucceifors, tffl the fatal time ot Fho- 
cas, whofe untimely death made all things ripe for the 
intended ufurpation» Oh Guicciardtne ! how truly hafl 
thou written the ftate of modern Rome! Worthy as 
Horace of eternal honour ; thy &ithful profe equals hn 
courtly verfe, and merits new Auguftufcs to patronife it. 
Believe me, Father William, 1 have no fpite or enmity 
againtt the Roman high prieft ; I reverence him equaOy 
with his brethren, the patriarchs of Conftantinople, Je- 
rufalem, Alexandria, and Antioch ; I would go beyond 
this, for the fake of conformity lo ancient cuftoms, and 
in obedience to the celebrated* council of Nice, I would 
willingly acknowledge him the primate of the world ; let 
him have the firll place, in God's name, among the pa- 
triarchs of the univerfal church, but let him" not ride on 
the necks of his equals ; let him not pretend a power to 
cancel the apoftolic canons, reverfe the traditions of the 
fathers, repeal the decrees of general councils, difpenfe 
with the laws of nature, grace, reafon, morality, and the 
very inftitutions of his prcdeceffors, men, without que- 
flion, as infallible as he. This is not the way to make 
profely'tes to the Roman faith, unlefs it be of fools and 
knaves. The world has received new lights, .Father Wil- 
liam, and men begin to hil's reh'gicus bantering off the 
'ftage ; nay, even they who are moil guilty of it, 1 mean 
the Romaii courtiers, cardinals, and priefts, cannot for- 
bear laughing at the folly and credulous eafiiicfs of tl.ofc 
on whom they impofe their pious frauds ; the bigotted 
laity are by them eftecmed no better than filly afles, tame- 
ly couching under the burdens of their ecclefiaftlcal lords 
*and drivers. 
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Therefore k u time for dice to opes thf eyc^^ lilt up 
thy head, and lay afide xnonaftic fimplicity. I da. not 
leouttlci thee to tuiH libertine^ tur imitate the Itdkn gal- 
àmtryf vfbàck has tfti^t the priefts» iaftènd of £Kred 
«ontin«nce» to fifinnt a henedtdion on £ome charging 
lady from ik/a ditsr» in the funne vi Dmrnm» Fpiefrum^ ox 
Surjum Coria^ even vttiUk they are prexnring for divine 
Te««k, to^bakiquct on the fleih and bbod of Ood^ Oh ! 
4bGttftitM]9 pei&ly^ and execrsbk protbieiirefs ! HcNr^ if 
tfaoa art <a&onted and rtvengefol, would I advife tlie^ to 
tifi» the execfition of thy \ti«th like the Sidinti ^fpem» 
^and make the bells become the iignals of thy cruelty^ 
«phidi ought» aiid were dcfigned aftd confecntted on ]^ur- 
pofc to. drill on haanleTs fofub to chuxch» with their àgili 
ifeepy^ jangiing«liimft84 and with their «loic tiitun^ni 
fixfty tnufic <on the feftivals of falats^ to make defotttef 
Chriftiant dream they «re going to hcatrea, inftead 4^ a 
mafiacre. I would not have thee h^>e to merit pàradife 
by fending thither, in obedience to the pope or general 
of thy order, the majeftic fouls of kings or emperors, in 
vehicles of facred poilbn or envenomed eucharifts. Be- 
lieve that thofe prelates» priefts, or monks, who are thus 
divinely profane and mercifully cruel, (hall become mi- 
tred, ve^ed, cowkd monfters, in the fi^rceft and moft 
violently glowing dens of hell, there with the moft etsdt- 
ed arfenic«, mercuries, and whatfoever gives the htghtft 
pains, to languiih, pine, and rack away ten thoufahd 
thoti&ild thoufand ages, in penances of flow effeét, which 
expiate, but very late, the crying fins of guilty murder- 
ers and bloody hypocrites» 

Yet fuch as thefe, lìnee modern times, arc the only 
men thought worthy to be canonized for faints» which 
made a certain hoaefl: cardinal cry out in the ptefence of. 

14 



tèe LZTTEtlS ìttlTTEir BT Voi. Vi. 

the pope, <* Thèfe new faints force me tò doi4>t the old 
ones.'* 

Father Wifimm, the (kme thought begins and ends mj 
letter: YourU was upon the ftretch, extdling far too 
high the largeneft of the Roman church, tjie inMtUt 
p<»wcr of popety the miracles of thefé new fmints ; and I, 
&r my part^ am a man abhorring bigotry ; I cannot bc> 
]i«^ things contrary to my reafon : I wiih the difference s 
éf mankind is point of religion were ratioiially compofedy 
and that the good ofall'fe^y faeiions, parties, churches^ 
aad oommunions, were unit^ in this lif^ as 'they furely 
wilheintheRcxt. ». 

In the meantime, to the Father without Beginnings 
to the Son wkhout a Younger Brother, tot the Holy 
Gkt&f^ the Firft and the Laft, to the Virgió Mary, the 
mother of the Entire Deity» 1 recòmmehd theè and di 
good Chrifttansy hoping to ièe you in heawn» though wè^ 
ciannot it feems tàànk aKke on earths , . . . ( 

* Pari», ift of the nth Moon, of the Year 1665. 



III.— To Nathan Ben Saddi, a 9I?w af yienna. 

> ■ • • • 

iVccoaoiMO toothy defire, I have procured and ilent* 
then the Aloor^n add other writings of our boiy doélors,* 
lKK>ks which will condud thee into' the right way. Thov: 
ymit find in>thefe volumes a fpirit of life aad power ; there 
bteathes m them a ceitatn- vital principle of reafon, fe' 
that whofoever rends them attentively, may feel (if I may 
fo fpeak) the very puKe of intdlc^nal wifdom. beating' in 
every Csntence. • ' 

NThcr&is a'vaft diffeitenoc between thcfe' writing^ full 
oi>argumei»t« clear add intelligible, and khe whimfics of 
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thy rabbis, wHo.abotu»! in JAcni^ fdbkja.and» dagrine^^f 
manccs. > 

Who can ponife your celebrated Mifftab wtbput aif- 
dain ? or look into your* more applaud^ Taldiud, «int 
pQt £ecl himTelf touched with horror at the niotìAjroui 
Uafpbemies and ridiculous forgeries therein oontaified) 
Doii thoii not laugh, at the ibory of God's ptckliog^ op 
the kviatkan tiU the days of the Meiiah» and ^t otbetf 
of the bull which daily devourà the fodder; of a thonfand 
mountains? or wilt thou (how Hie.tlie,neit of that bisd^ 
from whence, the Tsikukud fays> a» .^g faUiBg'.tar. th« 
earthy thnew down three thoufand tall cedars xvkh its 
weighty and at length breaking, ovei:fiòweé iixty vSkgea 
i^'ith th« liquid &ibftaoee included iu the (hell ? 

Suchav thefe xiiu0 needs be fit themes for the contcm-l 
^tioDS of the Omnipotent ! and yet your rabbis teadi^, 
tbst, God ftu^ee nine hours in the day» ia the Talnmdd, 
Can any man of comntton piety ftar tbefe bkfphemiev 
and not tremble ? What affronts are thefe to hum^ik 
fenfe ? what ^pofitions on the ceafon of- the credulous 
Jews ? Does the moft pcrfeét of all'bebgS acquire know- 
ledge by degrees ? or is the Eternal InteUeél' iroproycd 
by reading of books ? or if it were Ib^ would he not 
make a better choke than of a volume which, in- the in^ 
audible ftories it relates; excetdraU !the figments of Uie 
ppets» . ' . ... 15 

Tell me^ Nathan^ canH thoa.fwanow.that bud &mo^ 
thf$ Talmud, which tdls thee that there, was .a Inn^ whpi 
when he ^r«d ut thje ^aoce of four -hondrédr nàkm 
feom Rome,, all ike wQlOken that were withxhild .in that* 
city» being affrighted M the noife, mifcanrifd^ . and thft 
walls of Rome feK dowoi ai>d wh«i.b« drew^: nearer byt 
an hundred miles» hgt fet. «p ^ tbooAtt ^^g»^» «ebich madé^ 
fo tenibk a fouodi. that aU the RomaBi te^thfcU^ out o£ 
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tbfir heads,; and the eibperor - hàufelf felt fuch connul* 
fions as had well nigh coft him his life. 
. Sittself the craw which the Talmud fpeaks of in ano- 
tbear placCy was but a pjiuiy to this mo^firous lion, and 
jri^t it feeins that crow fw allowed à feq^eat that had eaten 
a frog as big as a village of threelcore houies, aod when 
he had done, flew inta the next tree. I fuppofe that was 
the -tree which grew in paradife, and was five hundied 
Iiiile9^h%b» mccofdkig to the Talmud. Have I not reg- 
ion foe this ratlkryj wb^ one of yoer rabbis l^lemoly 
^eais.he was ai^ ey«*witneft of thefe things ì Who can 
lbrbear«4o ridicule the bigotry of ithofewho give up their 
fiuth %9 4ic)i d^ufioBS >' 

Thou wilt meetu:wkh more rational entertainment in 
the books of the muiTulmaii dolors, more efpecially in 
that tranfcnpt thou haft of the Tclame 'firft diótated In 
heaven ; that cenikms the true law of Moies, but danuw 
the inipoflures of the TKlnmà^ attributing this invention 
«f bich errors to the devil. 

But thoawilt.aik*nie, perhaps, what I mean by the 
trite law of Mofesi Shall I tell thee the opinion of one 
éfthy own loition^ a' Hebrew of the Hebrews, arhe pre^ 
tmidff, ^ndr for a|ight I know>'of the fame tribe with thy* 
felf ; for I ^m a ilraiiger to the gedealogks of you both* 

Some tyears ago» here was in this city a man who, if 
V/fi may believe him, has been in all the cities of the 
world ;. the French call him The Wandering Jew, and 
he confirmed that titki by the prote^Bon he made of his 
Imth^ defcenty.and ùniverfal travels. No doubt but thou 
baft beard of tlus man, or at leaift of fuch a charaéter, 
and therefore I need not repeat what he faid of himfelfy 
wod whkt the geneiAlity of asankiaé believe of him ; fof- 
ico it to tUl theci tliac I was ^oe i» hia company half 
a day together, vA^^j aAiOtig mother 'd^<»itf<^i he toU 
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ìttc that the trac lavr òf M«fe has been loft for afeove 
thcfe two thoufand years, except in the north parts of 
Afia, where there arc an infinite number t)f Hebrew*, 
but far xKffirrent in theà* religion from all the Jews in the 
reft of the world. He fays the country where they in- 
habit is environed round with high and inacceflible moun- 
-tains. I afked him the exa6l geographical fituation of 
this country, but received no. Other anfwcr than that it 
•lay beyond the river Sabbation. Then I remembered 
what I had read in Efdras, a fcribe of thy nation, con- 
cerning the tranfmigration of the tin tribes who wctfe 
«arried away captives by the Aflyrians, how they paficd 
through a ceKain river on dry ground, the waters being 
divided to the right hand and to the left, and that after 
the fame manner they fliould return again in the latter 
days, but that in the mean time the region where they 
Uve was hidden from all other mortals. 

Comparing this paffage with what I had heard from 
tiie Wandering Jew, I became alioioft perfuaded that the 
people and country of which he fpoke wete the very fame 
mentioned by Efdras. God only can difcern the truth 
from error in hiftories of fo remote and ancient a fubje^* 

As to their religion, I was juft going to givt thee ah 
account of what he faid concerning it, but am interrupt- 
ed by company, wherefore I am forced to break off à- 
bruptly ; expeA a fttU relation In my next. I am in hade* 

Paris, 4th of the id Moon, of the Year 1666. 



tarn 



IV,— To tie fame. 

1 Ht interruption whidi made t3a€(ù foddenly conclude 
my other letter lafted not feng, fo that I hate time /f- 
AQUgh to perfonax my promife by the iame poft«. 

1.6 



a«4 u^iRi nfdtwv sr . Vof« VI. 

. . I w«t about to relate what the Wanderings Jew toU 
me of the religion of tbofe remote Hebrews in Afie, 
w^ich take as follows : 

He fays thty are a nadoh of phJAotopkcxSf bound by 
dieir laws to ftiidy.the liberal arts and fciences; they 
bave none but iron money current anu)ng them, the ufe 
of gold and filver coins being exprefsly forbidden by their 
laws» to prevent the temptations of avarice and theft : 
For who woyld deal or covet a metal» which for its bulk 
was not eafy to be hid» nor for its beauty very defirable» 
being every where common in the veins of the earth» and 
ierved only as a, method of barter, and commerce among 
.themrelves» wjierethe inequality of merchandifes entaa- 
,gled their traÌGic» and would not admit of a ready ex- 
diange ? 

This took from them the occafion of many unnecefiary 
arts at .h^Hne» and they had no temptations to travel a- 
broad» the chief defigrt%f their lawgiver being to oblige 
them, to fpend- moil of their time in religious and philo- 
fop^ical exerciKS» and the reft in preparing neceflarics 
for human fuftenance : They had no need to buy any 
thing of foreign countries» or to build (hips for that end, 
who were bound to Uve content with the natural product 
of their oiyn ferule country ; for luxury, has not ai yet 
fet footing in that happy region, if we may believe tliis 
traveller. He fays they feed altogether on the fruits of 
the earth, not adiliitting any art or employment which 
tends to fuperfluity, but only iuch as ferve the neceflary 
«fin of life» wherein they ihow an admii^bk. dexterity 
and ikiU. 

When they travet from one town to another, which is 
irtry frequent» they, né ver carry any thing todefi-ay their 
iiha:ifges by the way» oc when they arrive at their jouc* 
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Bey's et)d» aU entertainment of this nature betng free and 
reciprocal ; fuch is die cfuftom of the country. 

They have no lawyer» among them» but if any coo- 
texiftion arifc, it is presently determined by the' arbitra* 
tion of the next neighbour, towhofe fen^Cence ail fubtnày 
every man being willing to lofe fomethsag of his right> 
rather than difturb the pubh'c amity and peace.^ *' 

As to the manner of their woi^ip, they ar^ ftriét ob« 
'fiMTvers of purity in washing, anointing» and (having their 
. bodies. •''.,: 

They have temples alfo, where they affemble ^^try il^. 

venth day» and having offtred up the firft^rufts of tlie 

earth» they fit down in the courts and banquet together 

with joy» whilfl the prieils entertab then» with excellent 

mufic and fongs in praife of God and his works. ì\> 

this end the courts of their temples are^ made veiy large» 

that they- may contain fo many diftinét families ; 'àtfd 

. ftately pavilions are fet up» adorned virith tbe boughs of 

.green trees» with all manner of flowers carelefsly ihter- 

. mixed. Biit àmidii all their feading ^ey are* not per« 

mitted to tafle of fleih ; they eat only the fruits of tUe 

earth» with milk» honey» and oil ; and their coonnoti 

drink is water and wine. -* 

At.U&eage of fixteen years» every man is boumi tb 

tajce the following oath : * 

<* I fwear that I will adore but one God» who brouglk 

#ur fathers out of Egypt» and has conduced us by ^a 

myilerioua path to this land of promi£e ; I wiU reHgiou£- 

•ly ferve him all my liife» for that he has vouchilafed to 

plant me in the family of his eled» and not in either of 

the two tribes who were left behind in the land of dclu- 

fions ; I will do jufUy to all men», nekher wiS I volani^. 

rUy hurt or kill aay Imng creature, unteft it . be ki rif 

owu defence ; I will not tafte of the fle(h of any animal 
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but in all tUngs obferve the abéltaence coiBiBaaded by 
Alia to Mofes on the mount ; I will rcligiouflj obey my 
f^ince to iny laft breath, aod Tathei* bt torn to pkccs by 
wild beaftS) than betray hitn, or confent to betray him 
to ai^other, for he is the viceroy of G©d ; I wiUnever 
conceal tny knowledge of any confpiracy againft him or 
my country, neither will I difcover hi», fecrets to aay, if 
it ihottld ever be my honour to know them $ I will ob* 
iiervc the tradittena of my fathers, and teadh the fafme 
and no other to my pofterity ; in fine, I will in all thing» 
obey .the laws of this facred kingdom, this region of 
peacxy this garden of blifs. All this 1 folemnly fwear 
by the Firft Father of Light, and by Nothing, the pro- 
found womb of darkness, and by Silence^ the companion, 
of that Depth which no created being can fathom ; 
which is the iame a6 if I &ìmìà wiih myfelf anmhilated,. 
if I violate this oath in the leaft point." 

Thefe are all the terms of the oath that I can difttndp 
ly remember, which I here .infert, to (how thee what opt- 
nkm thefe peopl^have of the law which ^was given to 
Mo&f cm the mount ; and they rejeéi the two tribes thtt 
wei:e-left in Palei^ue, and eftecmed pf that country hilt 
as the land of delufion, accounting their own country the- 
region of promife, and themfelyes th^ ele^ (^ God* 

One would think that thefe were the pofterity of ùit 
Un tribeo that were carried away captive» by Sakuanaflàr 
King of Aifyna ; and this was alfo, the opinion of that 
wanderer, who told me that both their Pentateiicb was* 
different from yours, and the language wherein it tt 
written ; for he faid it was rather ^ dialeéi of ArabtCy in 
which language thou knoweft God wrote the ten com- 
mandments on the two tables, ' among which one «, 
*« Thou (halt hot kilU" This prohibition, they fay, ex- 
tends to aU living cr<catures> though your do^rt inter- 
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pret It aft only reachmg ta men, and fo Jo the Chriftian«i 
But the muflulroans interpret it thus, " Thou (halt nei- 
ther kill man nor beaft without reafon ;** by which claufe 
the bca^ are privileged from the "wantoii cruelty of me», 
who othcrwife would mutter them only to make ^ort % 
yct^^ickcd men arc not exempted from a viokftt death; 
fes a punifhmcttt of their crimes. 

' This traveller faynalfo that the pedpìe of that country 
«re fo healthy thlt they generally live till they are ail 
handred-and-tweikty years old, which i» almoft twice tlw 
age of other mortals. Tlus he afcribes to their ex^uiiitt 
temperance and moderation in all things, as alfo to thl 
drytieffc^of the foil, and to the force of certain winds, 
which cmitintially fweep the aii^^of this dele^ble region^ 
and purge it of all hurtful qualities. 

If it ever be thy fortutrc to fee this perfon, he will aci 
quaint thee with a great many more delightful paffeges^ 
which it would be toofedrous i^ me»to iflfert ift à let- 
ter ; befide8> ««y memory is treacherous, and I iiixta for* 
getthofe things at on€^ time which I remember at ano» 
«her I but ff thou art folicitous to hear moro, I will oblig* 
thee with all that i can call to mmd of this traveller xr 
aaiothef tetterà' ' 

In the maiui^ime» make a rigbt ufeof tHefe b'nts, 2stA 
weigh one ehiitg with another ; examine all thiogs wrth^ 
out ptej«d{ce or partklity ; tnift no matins reafon b«t tHy 
«wn, in matters of a difpufable nature, fince thou haft at 
muck right to decide the cotrtfoverfy as any ma» ^ and 
thu» thou wit iseter become a baiikrupt in reii^ori. 

Paris, 4lh of the ill Moon, of ilie Year 1666. 
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V, — To Mohammed, Hadgi» Deryich, Eremi of 
Mount Uriel iu jirahia the Happy. 

ri* I thifik» thk is the lad of my hours ia thk world» 
aad tke firft of a oeiv lift whkh I ihall commeoce ia im» 
mortality : I perceive that the fatal period» the moment 
of tranfmigratxon fet by deiliny is approachkig ; The 
crafis of my idood ia diffolving «^ce ; my fpirit hafteot 
to get loofie from chefc mortal chains ; I feel my foul 
tfying and ftretehing her wings, preparing to take her 
eternal flight to the region afligned her by God ^^ad iia- 
twc. 

• I have not prefumption enough to hope for paradife». 
nor am I fo abandoned todefpair ai to conclude X ihaB: 
go to hell ; 1 rather believe Aaraf, or the ^ace of pri- 
foRSj^vtnUbe my portion, in regard I fear the CTilaivhich. 
I have been guilty of are not overbalanced fay my good i 
anions } it is wdl if virtue has counterpoifed vice in the « 
cocirfe of thk mortal life. However, I am refigned, «ad 
commit myfelf to the Indulgent Creator of all things, 
who win not fail to ^fpofe oi me according to the order 
wiiich he has eftabliftied in the univerfe. 

Methioks, were I even in hell, ^ I could not forbear 
praifing that Fountain of aU things ; I would teach the 
devils and damned a new leflbn of patience lùid content* 
edhefs, of humflity and devotion, of generofity and lore, 
amIdA theft* tremendous torments ; I would funrey; with 
an indfference becoming a true believer, the horrid abyf% 
wf^ all its dreadful vaults and apartments ; X would' coi^ 
fider the wonderful architefture of thofe infernal priibns, 
the inexpvga'able (Irength of the walls, their prodigioua 
thicknefs and unmoveahle faftnefs ; I would contemplate 
every thing with the r eafon of a philofopber, and the pi- 
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ety of a mnflulman» not giviog myfclf . up to the paffiona 
•f a fool and aoinfidd* . 

All this I imagine were eafy to perform in thbfe fatal 
cmvcrm, and much SHnre ; bat OcMLkaova how the jei» 
pCFicace of fuch an intoleraUe angmik -and Tcftnuiii. 
ia%lit ahef a man's mind* 

Howeter, I find it medicinal to think of the laft and 
wotft things, to be always prepared for death, and wbal^* 
foerer fliall foflow it ; for furprifes are apt to unman us» 
and pkmder'ns of ourreafon* I was in the beight of a 
Tic^nt f«ver when I beg»» this letter, yet now it is ^ 
bated, and I palpably feel the gentle return of heaUb. 
and l^e ; this is owingy in my judgment^ to the treal 
hékS I had, that my laft hour was come, wbidi I baie 
fo long eapeded ; and I could almoft perfuade myfclf^ , 
that I fliall difperfe a thooiand maladies, reeoyer <Hit of. 
the moft dangferousparosylins, and prolong my dtya to; 
old age, by the mere force of thefe. contemplations. 

'My feith ia this point is grounded on* ezperienec ; fisr ^ 
I ba^re often found, that to be asmed agatnft cabouue^ . 
with an eiiren mind,, is either a fure way to avoid theniy 
or at leaft to protrad the feafoo of their arrival ; and if ^ 
there were nothing elfe in it» but the rendering them 
more eafy when they come, it were worth any man's .. 
pains to try the experiment* 

Doubtlefs there is no terror in death, but «what the 
vain opinion of men creates ; it is as pleaiant for a think* 
ing oian to die as to live, if it be only for this inafont 
that in his paiTage from the life he had kd beiott^ he 
fliail not have bare naked ideas for his contemplafaiooi but 
matter of fà^, and the moH important that fSfrtr enw 
ployed the foals of rneb. 

O admirable fyivan i confidar with thy ielf, w^betbtr. 
it will not be highly grateful to thy languifhing foul. 
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mhen thva fliak peroetve ^^monftrativdyi 1^ the ivshh- 
lible enthymemas of thy tremblÌDg pidfe, that thou aat 
3liftreAdy>toì)ereleafedfràiii the deceitful fophiftry of 
-tannai life. 1 tluit thoii «rtnear eficapiag from a «arnnr 
cage^ to be upon, the wuig at iargCf to Ay into the «nple 
fields of beauty» light, and en^eft happjaefii! Refioft 
«Ub M the fame thne» O holy eremit, that I fliodd dunk 
it-no paia to be fnced inm my coofineiaeot to a ftifikiog 
iKftofinfideb. 

^ .£ut why flioiiU I gi^e them thAt reproachlid ^khct» 
when, foraoght I know, 1 aai a greater infidel mfSdii 
It II true, iadeed, I am of the lineage oi Ihrahig^ Ifr 
aneiely.ané the Indy race | I bear in my body the feah of 
. » divibe bagiieror cBTCflant between Qoà and maai I 
.wat.circttinoiled in dne timet and g«re£iipfane ghny t# 
me Godi-mMl iiottour to Mahoaoet his mellènger ; I 
pronounced the feven myilenoas words, whole fouad ex^ 
cites the faarmotty o£ the fpheres, fets the ai^ds a^ 
dJRìcÌDgy puts all nature into motions, and makes the de- 
nil » deaf as a beetle ; itay^ as our holy doébors tatàh 
the very breath with which that faered confeffion is «t* 
h^ied, blows the afìits of heB into the eyrs of the 
liamned) and ftrikes them blind ; in a word, I hate faft- 
ed, prayed, given ahn», and perfbrm^d all the extenml 
duties of a true believer ; yet I have reafon to fear, thai 
the beft of my pious aviations are not fiifiicient to caacel 
my fins ; my f rnftice runs counter to aiy faith ; tlwre 
feems to be a double fpirit in me, one inclining me to 
goodi and the other forcing me to evil ; for whilft 1 re- 
ally in my heart believe the alcoran, and- obey Mahomet 
onr holy lawgiver, I am compelled to deny both, to pro*- 
fefs the life and manners of a Nazarene, to counterfdt 
an infidel, and do a thouiand other ill things, to pleafe 
the Grand Senior and his liases. Thus I play faft and 
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loofe witk God Almighty^ «ml tcirn rtligiofi into crof»^ 
purpofes ; fet Heaven knows that I obteft att the elo^ 
«nents to witneis, that I would fain be itmocent» and 
live in unUeiniifaed virtue 4 but the ^al neeellkies 1 
He under contraiti me to a peq^etual couric of vieC) 
whkh makfl me fometiiRes cty out in the agoniev of my 
&n^ <« O God ! I pray thee dther to aher nvy cinsam* 
ftanoesy aad refonn my àature, or make new law» more 
cafy to be kept/' 

. Vettcrabie and {Mitient iblitaryv bear with my knportu^ 
«ate eomplaint^y and remember, that though thou art as 
«A angel for thy perfe^ions, yet Mahmut is but a man^ 
fiibje6^ «0 a ihouiand irailtles; Pity him, and' conttoue té 
%fSotà him thy fiige «outtfel ; reft Mfo afltrred, that a^ 
tnoogft ^tt his iiifirmèries he ft31 ivtmnft an mviolable a^ 
fe^ion and dutìfal regard to the tipnets of God's pro», 
phet. 

Paris, 22(1 of the 2d Mooo, of the Year 1666, 



VX.'-^To the Kjlimach AM, 

A Hov mayeft report it to the divan for H certainty^ 
that Mirammud, thf fon ùf the xtiiph at Salice, fs tak^en 
prifoner by the Fre ich. Tha^ bold youth has long roved 
the feas uncontronlcd, has done many injuries to the 
Chriftians, filled S-aliee with fhves ; now he himfelf is 
tecome a captive. Suth is the fortune of war by fea and 
land, . to-day triumphant and vi£lorioU8, to-morrow vatii 
quifhed and in chains. 

Yet he loft not his honour with his liberty, having 
bravely defended' his vcflel, and ftrewed the decks with 
flaughter^d French, till overpowered with numbers he 
was compelled to yield. His enemies extol his courage. 
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9od the gr^atnefs of his mind, which would Qot.fìn^ un* 
der the preflure of this misfortune ; he feemed to have 
the command of hiiàfelf (which is the moft glorious vic- 
tory)» and fuffered not his free^horn fmil to be led cap- 
tive by his pafiioQS» but behaved him£elf with So^ aa 
even temper» as placed him above the pity of his ene- 
mies» and rather made him the fubjeét of their emula- 
tion* He. is brought to the court» where. he is entertained 
as a gueft» rather than as a prifoner» being invited to 
their banquets» maiks» plays» and other divertifionents ; 
Beither is he debarred the privilege of huntings which 
pigi(kt g\ve him the faireft opportunity to efcape^f bv^ be 
is ignorant of the language of this country» and few of 
tjie French underhand Morefco» fo that it fs almoft in> 
poffible for him .to make a party» or confult his Bight» 
unlefs the kii^^'s inteqpreter ihould affift him ^ beàde% 
the French have a higher opinion of his geiierofitj».tbaB 
' to apprehend fuch an ungrateful return of the royal uf«> 
age he finds in this court. 

.. As for Mahmut». he has not yet made hamfelf known 
to this brave captive ; but if the minifieic* of the divan 
fhall think it the intereft or honour of fhe Sublime Porte 
to engage in this affair» I want but a commiilion to kt 
Mirammud fafe aihoie in Afrlc. 

I will not hazard any thii>g in an affair of this import* 
ance, without an order from my fuperiors. When their 
pleafure is once known» the execution fhall be fwift. I 
wait for thy commands, as for a decree of dcftiny» which 
csmnot be repealed. 

The God of our fathers, %yho multiplied the feed of 
Ifmael as the ^rafs of. tjie field, and gave them the fo- 
verelgnty over* many nations, grant» that the Sublime 
Porte, which is tlie nurfcry of the faithful» may alway» 
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take'fuch meafures as filali advance the inteteft of the 
tnttlTulitlan empire. 

Paris, 14th of the 34 Moon, of the Year 1666. 



yil.-^7i Hamel Muladdin, X^rij^b of Salke. 

JL nfy fon 4$ no longer a capttve, but a conqueror ; his 
firft appearance before the ladies of this court was an e- 
qttivalent to his ranfom \ he is like to do thee greater fer- 
Vice by his chains than when he ranged the feas ; his 
beauty mvf do mone mifchief in France than aÙ thy fhipi 
of war, "finoc it has already created fuch rivalfhips and 
feflions among the fair fex as engages the French gal- 
knt8 on many unhappy rencounters ; and In a little time 
it wHI be difficult for the interèfted fparks to meet and 
part wtdi unfheathed fwords. Libels and panegyrics di- 
vide the' ftudies of the Wits ; while one flatters, anbther 
lampoons the amorous females ; and Mirarhmud, the il- 
hiftrroùs flave, is all the talk. In a word, he finds royal 
ttfage, having the liberty of the ' court ; and all are pleat 
cd with his graceful deportment and undifguifed conver- 
fation ; every one affeéls his company, and he has the 
fate of princes, never to be alone. His fkill in riding" and 
throwing the lance has inflamed the noble youth with 
iftartiaT emulations ; they efteem Mirammud the moft ac- 
cbmpliflied pcrfon of this age. 

Canft thou' now repine at thy fon's glorious thraldom ? 
a captivity that loads him with fo many honours ì that 
lays his conquerors at his feet, and fubdues all hearty 
to his match^efs perfedions ? His followers find friendfliip 
among the infidels for his fake : It were to be wiflied 
that equd humanity were fhown to the Chriflian (laves in 
Barbarj. I tcU thee thy fon Ì8 fo admired and loved, 
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Uvt of dcfcaiirfe; for tfaefe fc&ofrs tare (oh as the air 
in tfactr addl)efii and conrerfation ; they appear as inno- 
cent as Santonety fincere^as Hadgi», lofal and courtly as 
the pag;et of the Seraglio ; they woold wheedk ninety- 
nine of Argus's eyes out of his head fucc^irely before 
lie mifièd one. 

They came firft to Paris as merchants, and no doubt 
hxH Solyman had given them inftruéitons how to infinnate 
into £Iiachim*s acquaintance» and fo by degrees into 
wne ; for that honeft Jew trades with people of dl na- 
tions and charaders. 

However it/ be, I remonber the very words which 
tibou indnteft in thy letter were fpoken by me in com- 
pany with theiie infidels ; but I fhaU find a way to be- 
even with them, and Solyman too, before they dream of 

if. . 

In the mean time, I pray heartily, that if ever it ihaH 
be thy misfortune to be in the like peril, deftiny or 
chance, providence or £ite, may raife fome friend to give 
thee a caution, and that thou mayeit not, with the un- 
happy Csefar, negleék to read it in time. 

I am now going to encounter thefe giafines ; perhaps 
I (hall catch them in their own fnares ; if not^ I will fe- 
cure they ihall not catch me. 

'Dear Pefteli, may thy foul repoie under the proteétioB 
of God. 

Paris, xa of the 5th Mo«n, of the Year 1666. 



IX.— 7(7 Don El- Octoo. 

Xo whom (hottld I complain in my adverfity but to my 
(nend ì I have be^n.^more embamSed within thefe two 
moons» than thcough pll the hm^ courfe of my li&i 
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troubles of divers klnd$ t&vpjDg mi upon mty Hktipà Ws4 
a but Q^ in^4b wl^«at ew^ fpecics. of xókfiitctiiQC» Uk^ 
a fkilful arclier, #red« thq fatal arronv» of iu malke ; i 
am near overwhelmed with calamijùes $ hoavefi aa4 «artb 
are -fet a^i^ i^e, aad all the eleiaenis coefptfe .mj ruhi ; 
yet no perfccution appears fo terrible as that of nan, «or 
any .afiliélio^ fo poignaiH aa that which proceeds from 
the ingratitude and perfidy of my own countq^men, p«r« 
foms related to me by blood. 

Ag^ and much fioknels have confined me to my boé 
for a confiderable time, which is no fmall alloy to hurau» 
happineia ; but to reader me perfedly miferabk, the 
fiùoifters of the Forte are angry with me for being oki 
aad infirm, and for not con^uing to ferve the Grand 
Signior with the fame v^our and ftreagth a^ formeily ; 
eUe. what mean the frequent reproaches they fend mr» 
whilft I am not in a condition to anfwer them, ^or make 
an apology for myfelf ? Would they have m^ immtfftal, 
and.Nproof againi^ the ftrokee of deftiny and death, whicb 
thou knowefi: are unavoidable ì Whilft I wa9 in my prime» ^ 
healthy and iirong as an eagle, they eacour^ed me witfa 
the faireft promifes^ in the world, telling me I fhoidd ne- 
ver want for money, ^r the prote&ion of the Grand S%« 
nior ; yet even then I • received not my penfion without 
murmurs and obfcure menaces ; fo hard a thipg it is for 
courtiers to be touched with any man's necei&ties. But 
now they threaten plainly to Hop all farther fupplieSf' 
unlefs I will grow young again, and do bufine(s as brifkly 
as' when I had numbered but thirty fummers. Thus 
they ferve poor Mahmut, 9^ we ufe oranges and lemons» 
whdfe vital fpirit when we have fucked out» we thro^ 
the reft away as unprofifiaUe* Yet not one of them wilt 
contribute in the leaft to my recovery ; only the geue- 
roos Cara Half» «ur Mofvd. frknA, heffring of mf ma«* 

Fa/. FI. «: ' 
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hàft' fisnt. ve ^' hnn§c obonakal^liqiiDri widi thfttcele» 
ÌKated'OoiifiDdion £l'RaBÌ^ fome btcear, -saé tii€ -tnoà 
^eciouH baki of Ontead, oli prepaved to itrf hand, wkb 
«tiiréb'DiUb and .£ealed witk da' authentìe fignet4 >- 

Tkefe- indeed had » natrrelloos opemtion oa m^* *I 
tncd tbem .but ytfterdìSTy andf find mylblf fnddeHlyre- 
^ored to fottic degrees* of health as by a Biimde. Wbe- . 
thb^itbe tbe vad efl«em I have for that excellent pliyi- 
fician, with the confidence Irepofe in his fkili 9nd judg^ 
ment, hat- had fome mfioence on me» ov what elfe» I 
ÌDiowi&ot; 7et we u^ed to obCerve, that the patient's 
good opinion of his pbyficiaa is half a cure : Hòwcikt^ 
thofe fo^feign medicines have infpired me- with a' new 
èaer^) and had I not otbei- affli^àons to hreak -my 
heart, I could almoft promife myfelf to reach die age of 
Nttftor; but my unlbrtanate itara wiU have it otfaenn^, 
and I am. refigned to deftiny. 

Thou kaoweft my couiin Sdymany the tui^it-maker» 
and art ih> ftranger to his humours and fortune ; wtekt an 
onfetded man he has been in the whole courfeof his fife ; 
that no employment could €\*er pleafe him, nor he be 
40Bg iixed in any place ; how he has rambled from Cofr* 
tentinople to Scutari» firom thence to Chalcedony &c. 
tflways murmuring againft Heaven, and complaining of 
his hard &te, in that he was not bred a courtier, a ftu« 
^èent, a foldier, or any thing but what he really ié. Thou 
«It acquainted alfo with fome of his religious caprices, 
how he is addié^ed to déiag the book, making the triple 
knot, add to a thoufand^ther foolifh fuperftitions ; hj 
which, whilft he afpines at the charafter of a &ge> or a 
^Wttkmg man, he render» himfelf morecòÀtttnpttble than 
an idibt) forfeiting the efteent of aS wife and good men, 
'for the fàke of a little fame, and'uoify chara^ier among 
the empty, giddj mul^tùde.' ^' • *- ; " , • 
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But aftev «111 I jiieliere tkou art làhcHj s ftiangér to 
bb fecnct maUcc» aad the rancour wÀh wfaìd(k He perfo* 
ci»ted, mc^ kts poor exiled uacle. I myfdif was deceived 
by the fubtle »pology he made fomc years ago, for the. 
(lander his toague-had'ultercd, when he tninsfèrred all 
the gwit of that injury on Sbafhim Iftham, the black 
eundchy anj Ichxngi CapOglani» mafter of the pages f 
but now I am convinced he is a traitor^ a villain^ and a 
fdlovir void of faith and honeily. .^ 

I.rcceivdi a letter from him within thefe fltven dayi^ 
£ill of tender «ad iafiouating expreffions, thanking me 
for all the good offices I had done him, and for my Soti^ 
feaable counfd in ieveral cafes ; pro£sffi«g alfo at the 
iiime tinne an inviolable friendfhip, and that he woidd 
make it.his iludy to do me fome effedual ièrvice ; yet 
the next poll brdoight ae a difpatch from my bn^her 
Pefteli Hall, wherein he bids ine beware of Solyman» 
affuring me that he had good reafon to £ìépe6t that 
couiln of mine had fome ill defign upon me. Thts.!» 
cortain, (aya my brother, Solyman boafb of his fainiliarB, 
not .without £bme infult, that there is not a word or 
aéìion efcapes his uncle Mahmut at Paris, but he k fooo 
informed of it at Conflantinople ; and that which c<wh 
firms me in the fame jealoufy with Fedeli is, that he in» 
ferts in his letter to -me fome parages and difcotirfti 
verbatim, which. I mufl needs own to have been between 
me and Ellachim the Jew, with t\yo or three Armenian 
merchants, in our moft private meetii^s at Eliachim's 
boufe or my chvober» Thefe he hsarncd frota fome of 
Sblymanf 3. moft intimate conapanions. 
. What.isaii I make of ajl th^ biit that thefe Aniie« 
Btaos flireof So^fnptaa^s cóuoi^il,*his piivados,. his chi^nees, 
kc^ whomy^^hmi^ biiiincis of their own at Paris, thtt 
petfidious wretch hM engs^ ,jN» F7 Ì9II0 «y bcKUp 

X a 
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to give lum a c:onftant account of what difcovcries tbey 
make, and» if pofiEble^ to trepan me into fome irre- 
Qoivcrable error in my condud, that fo he may finally 



ruin me 



? 



O Mahomet ! what is become of the reverence d«c to 
thy facred name, to thy law» and to the book penned In 
Heaven ? where is the muflblman faith and integrity ? 
the religious faibiefs of friendHiip, with which our hm 
therg propped up one another in the fervice of Gk>d, and 
the -empire of true believers ? But there is no need of 
exclaiming againil faith and piety on this account ; hu- 
man nature itfelf is refponfible for the bafenefs and in- 
gratitude of my kinfman ; he no longer defei^ves the cha- 
rader of a man ; I advife thee to fliun his company as a 
peft, a walking contagion among^ mortals. 

In a word» dear Dgnet, kt not thou and I fuifer our- 
iklves to be carried away by a vain pity or tendernefs for 
any man, though he be the fon of a mother's iificr» iince 
^erè is no trail in ilefh and blood ; but let us learn the 
maxims of French wifdom, which teach men to lay the 
foundation of their own happinefs in fmiling at the mis- 
Sortunes of others. 

Paris, 14th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1666. 



X. — To Ham ET, Rets Effendi, Principal Secretary of tk 

Ottoman empire, 

!oesii>£s the general charaélers of countries, and the 
people inhabiting there, it is neceff^ for thee to be in- 
formed of particular emergoencies, and fuch events as dc- 
fervei place in the eternal records of the Ottoman mo« 
Ikarehy» the fifth and laft in the world, that fo the mini- 
fters «f tJie ai»gu(k diva», ù^ ^eftine^ «rbitzators of the. 
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«niverfcy judges of all human affairs, and counfeflora of 
the great Sultan, may in the facred code, as in a mirrot*, 
behold whatever happens in the diftant cKmatea worthy 
of remark. 

After the falutations, therefore, proceeding from pro- 
found humility, entire refpef^, and perfieél friendfhfp, 
know, that a devouring peMence has lately made a fatal 
decimation in the Engliih territories, efpeciaHy in Lon- 
don, the capital city of that ifland, where above an hun- 
dred thoufand fouls, flruck with inviiible darts from God^ 
went off thè ilage of human life in lefs than ùx moons 
revolution. 

The dire contagion by degrees fpread farther through 
t^e adjacent province^, and reached the moft remote and 
folkary corners of the land ; death fet his ftandard up* 
proclaiming open war againft the Inhabitants ; with fly- 
ing troops of mortal plagues he ravaged over the ifl^^ 
filling all parts with doleful cries and lamentations ; the 
cemeteries were not large enough to hold the carcafes of 
fuch as fell before the dreadful conqueror; but open 
fields were turned to fepdchres, and crammed with fpoilt 
of human race ; an univerfal defolation reigned ; deatfi 
odebi-ated cruel triumphs every where. 
' Such as pretend to aftrology and hidden fciences, vnHk 
have this to be an effcéì of the late comet which appear^ 
cd at the end of the year 1664, ^hilfl others attribute 
it to nearer natural caufes ; and fome conelude it is a 
judgment fent from Heaven on that rebellious people, 
who a few years before had involved the nation in a civil 
war, and barbaroafly maffacred their king^ God only 
knows the truth that is concealed from man. » 

Thou maycft regiftcr alfo, that the Queen-mother dF 
France is newly dead, and the crook-backed Prince rf 
Conti ; on which aeeooat this cotetis now in-mooroing^ 

K3 
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and die chorches hung with black» whiUb melancholy 
bell» perpetually invite the Irtfiiig to pray for the idc- 
ceafed royal fouls, and deep-baffed organ^pipes breathe 
out inceflant doleful' afpirations, founding like imttticulatc 
prayers, and funend fighs for the departed. In àus the 
Kasarenes appro«:H near to the faith of true believers ; 
they give alms alfo, aS we do, ^nd fettle ftipends on cer- 
tain priefts and derviics^ to mumble over daily maflca fifr 
the dead, which is an evidertt fign that they hav^ hopes 
of immortality, and look for the refurreétìon. Doubb> 
lefs thei'e is fometluQg good at' l^e bottom of aH re* 
Unions, though it be overlaid with errors and- eohri^ 
tioas* 

God direà -as through the -meanders whieh homaa 
Irailty involves nr in, and grant evdry moflulnmii a put- 
' tic^lat chart acid oompafò, whereby to fteer hir coorfe 
through the tn^ccrtain tracks of mortai 1%, thsit hr maiy 
^ laft arrive in parai^fe ; for we filali never find the wa^ 
iliitfaer by generai ruks. 

filuftrious Hamet, I pray tliat thou atid I may at a 
idefUned hour encounter one another «• the walks of 
*£deti, there to cohverfe under immortal ftudes^ near t!b 
fome warbling ftream of matcldefs vrine or water, to re- 
"iiroive our paft fatigues on earth, and to carefs txirfdves 
ir the fccurity of cndiefs blifs. 

Paris, 15 th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1 566. 



XI. — To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jevj at Vienna» 

' X Hou and thy fc%rted MeHtas be damned togctlter for 
company !:M«ft' I He baulked of my money for the fake 
^ your new fuperilitiott ? How many Meffiafes have ft 
lladv five-afnd^twenty at leaft, hefidea the fon of Mary, 
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vtho is acknowkilged and blei&d for ever l Muft . all Xh^ 
wotid be bubbled to eternity by jthe fables of your na^ 
tioa ? Curfe upon your rabbis ,and cochaxxie, thpfe pimpjp 
K) the more religious debaucheries of mortals* Nathan^ 
I took thee for-anothcr manner of man ; however, if 
thoa art a fwom fervant to Sabbati Sevi, the new ^am 
king, of the JevK?» X have nothing to £ay to it; dq.m 
thou wilt ; but I dare be a prophet, fo far as to tell the^ 
ibou wilt be curledly left in the lurch, with the reft of 
the fools, thy bigotted brethren. Let what will be, it 
behqves^thee as an honed .man to tranfmic the bills thaf 
are entrufted to thee. Whether Sabbati Sevi, Ben j€^ 
feph, or Ben David, be the name of your expeé^ed Mef- 
fiaa^ I woijdd nojL have Ben Saddi degenerate* Continue 
ijbóa faithful, and the few others that are entrufted with 
file fiihU»e a&ira, and let all the reft of the common Jews 
go to Gehenna, or to the Vale of Tophet, which yg^ 
fileafe ;. but I would fain have thee in the niunber of. the 
righteous who fhall poiTefs paradife. Spme of thy lett^ 
have encouraged me to hope for this, but thy laft mykes 
fne almoft defpair of .feeing thee happy either in thii 
world or tha ne«t.^ for thou writeft like one in a phrejpv 
zy, raving on chimeras of ftrange honour, ^ory, and 
{lower, whkh thou (halt (portly enjoy in the kingdom^ of 
thy fantailic Mefiias ; thou zxt already a prinf^e in ti^ 
€rwn conceit. 

For God's fake, Nathan, wean thyfelf from thefe reli* 
giotts foadnefTcs | awaken thy reafon, whieh U the dièm/^ 
guiihing chaia^r of a man ; examine the grounds of 
this new deluiion ; fearch into the birth and origin of 
Sabbaii-Seviyand thou w ih fy^i hiipi tf^, d^fcend-of -.an 
ebfcureand baie parentage, his father b^.ng but a;kin,d 
of mongrel Jei^i s^d by^profclfion an ufufcf^ wh^$:lij« 
forbid by the written law oi Mo{es, and in ^ the great iU^ 
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coran it is accounted execrable ; his mother, a woman of 
the Cardsi fufpeéied for a vikch^ in regard moft of that 
nfidel natioi> pradife magic arts, and diaboUcal charms ; 
and it 18 not altogether improbable that your counterfeit 
Meflia» wa« educated privately by her in the fame flu- 
die», whence he learned the method» of enchantments 
and illufions, to deceive the fenfes, and impofe on the 
reafon of mankind. 

I can tell thee of a truth, that there arc more eyes on 
him and his actions than he is aware of ; and I myfelf, at 
this diftance, have received a particular relation of his 
life, from fiich as knew him a youth at Smyrna, the place 
of his nativity : He is accufcd of many vices and extra- 
vagancies during his early years; his converfation was 
wild and diffolute, being a noted inamorato or ftallioa 
over all that city ; Jor which, and fome other crimes, Ee 
was expelled the fynagogue, and banifhed from Smyrna» 
by the mutual confent of the muffulman cadi and your 
own rulers ; he was alfo excommunicated by the rabbis as 
an heretic, for broaching certain doé^rincs repugnant to 
your law, and the general faith of the Jews ; all which 
cannot but be prevaih'ng recommendations of him to the 
office of Meflias, or king of Ifrael. 

From thence he rambled up and down the Morea, and 
other provinces of Greece, leaving a memorial of infamy 
wherever he fet his foot, continually marrying and divor* 
cing of wives, debauching of virgins, and frequenting the 
company of harlots, till thofe countries grew weary of 
him, and threatened to chaftife his wickednefs. Then he 
paflcd over into Syria-and Paleftine, beginning to fet up 
for a reformer of your law, and at Jerufalem openly pro- 
feffin^ himfelf to be the Meffias, whereby he drew a rab- 
ble of lunatics and frantic people after him ; but as for 
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the feniors and govemorfi, they have rcje^ed him as aa 
irapoftor. 

Confider, Nathan, the fate that befel Ben Cochab, at 
he called himfelf, that is the Son of a Star, who prcten^* 
ttd to be the Meffias, in the days of Adrian, Emperor of 
the Romans ; reflect on the calamities which overwhelm^ 
ed him and his followers, to the number of four hundred 
thoufand Jews, who all fell, with their falfe prophet, ft- 
crifices to the juft revenge and fury of that incerifed mo- 
narch j for they had impudently, boafted, that by fuch a 
prefixed time be fhould be taken captive, and depofed 
from his throne, by the Meffias, who fhould affume the 
imperial digm'ty, and all the world fhould obey him ; but 
when thofe who furvivcd the flaughter of their brethrep 
xefle6led on the author of So tragical a cataflrophe, they 
changed his name in contempt and hatred, calling him 
na longer Ben Cochab, the Son of a Star, but Bar Cu- 
ziba, the Son of a Lie, a falfe prophet, and feducer of th/e 
brethren*.. 

Thou hafl all the reafon in the world to have no be^ 
ter opinion of. Sabbati Sevi, fince he is rejedled by the 
wifer fort of Jews, and has not performed one miracle in 
confirmation of his pretended Mefiias-fhip ; neither has 
any uncommon or preternatural appearance happened be- 
fore or iince he afTumed this dignity ; whereas all your 
rabbis teach, that no lefs than, ten eminent and remark- 
able prodigies fhall precede the coming of your Meffias ; , 
and I remember thou thyfelf» about ten years ago, fentep; 
me a letter much to the fame effed, telling me that cer- 
tain mònflrous forts of men fhould come from the ends 
of the earth jwhofc eyes fhall be as venomous as bafilifks^; , 
v^ith a great many other flories of like nature. 

Hafl thou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou fo far infa» 
jUiatcd,with'the,bold impoftures o£ this impii^eut de^^^» 
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iti Mi ^ hit fiike to deny thy hifmir isàùìf rcrerfc thy 
own CentimentSy and sdifannul the traditions of thy doc- 
tors i Tor Ibtutne t foufe up thy intcne^tial facultieSy and 
ÌH§kr Mt thy reafonr to be lolkd afleep by the pr^ftigioos 
fimbrage* and charms «f a lewd vagranty a wizard^ a 
theal. 

' Ha^e h«f packncey at leaft, till thou fee thofe figns 
accempliihed which are to ufher in your Meifias» beìFore 
thou gi« up thyfelf to fo dangerous a credulity ; let the 
4myfir^ emit thoft peftilendal vapours» %^^ich ihail kSl a 
jnStipii ei the Kophnm, or il&fidels» every day, ma your 
ir!ÌdkÌÉ>fiA thfcaun $ let that luminary be alfo totally e- 
è%ed for the fpaoe of thirty days $ ta a word, let all the 
•dier prèdigies c^me to pafs whkh thou thyfdf didft 
tece l<af pIkiGioBately believe ; and then I promife thee, on 
4he ir0fd €^ a «luflulman, that I will be thy profelyte> 
and etnbvace tbyjaw». and adore thy Mefliasi on c<»i4itioiL 
%hat otherwife tho.» wih b^ my oonvert, believe the i^eo- 
xan, and obey th^ meffenger of Qod» the lail a&d leal of 
Hht fjfojhets* ^ 

Paris, nth of thè 9th Moon, of the Year i664. 



• . " XII:— ^To /Zr Kaimacham. 

M {«M;^raid'^ divan, will be. obli^d to fend another *- 

^fgtfA ^ Vienna» to fupply the plaqe of Nathan Ben Sad- 

•Ji^who.ia r«la«ing mad. lifter tlM! new Meffias of the Jewi» 

rThe^e is no <k>ubt bfut thou and the other happy nAtd- 

afters irefidipg-ait<he'9uguft Porte hdVe hctard of a cet* 

laiii itnjpoft^ lit Smyr^l'by name Sabbati Sevi, of H<h 

brew racei^bo'eaUfrhMi^lf The «Mly* begotten Son of 

Qod» MeSuflt and Redeemer of ìfrael* and what multi^^ 



tbat riieiie is a fchtfia buokc owt beiiffe6ix-€licm».wÀ th^ 
au% divided into* two contrary fsid^IonB both.. in. Smyf^m 
«Bid ail over the JLevant. It is knpoffible that %h«fc 
(hiogs ihould he concealed from the refpkttdent feat ^ 
fanie:» imce they hare reached even our eacs wbo dw«U.at 
this diftaflcc ; nay, there' is hardly a provmce or dty ja 
aU the Wed which hs» not received intdiigCQce of So rc^ 
niarkable a novelty. - ., . 

. I have r^elved a difpatch from 2kidi Abmattai at Vje^ 
nke, wherein he infornos me that all the Jews of ItaijratefMte» 
pwrtBg to vi6t the Holy Land, and ta (ioe the fiurenf tfatir 
long'cxpeéled Mei&ast who tlie^ now fadfe^eia reaMy 
come on .earthy and is that Sabhati Séti at Smyma f tfary 
are fettHng their affairs as fad as they can, a^uictiiag 

^ themfelves from all worldly engagemvitts- $ andr.tkòfe vàk^ 
are devout give themfelves up to praytr and mortifiea- 
tionsy whilil others fpcnd their time m ftdfimgf daoeing». 
ami all maniiér of mirth. He (ays lome «f them wi]l4H 

«- or ftand up to the noie in water for foUr-and^wetity 
hom^ together ; and this they do^in imitatleii'aF AdaiA's 
penance,, according to their traditkiii ; for they/ are. 
^ught that the Hrft £ither of mortsda, aiter hewas ba* 
'Ulihed from paradife, as a punilhment for his fiit, ftobd aa 
hundred and thirty years together ia water thus reaching 
to his noftrils. 

Others of thefe fuperftitioas pei^le wiii fit naked iaa^ 
ny hours together oti a heap of piénìres, till thry areid^ 

> moft ^ng to death ; a third ibit dig tiieH* owh gialteSf 
aad gCMOg down into them, caafethemfehie» to be €o^r« 
cd aH over with earth, exce;A Mily thieir faces ; an<l^ m 
this condition they will: He tSlthey are aliAoft £ilhiAidl. 

In the BDean wh^ they fend eircalar letters fromiatt 
parts, congratulating each other'fl approachtng happiMt 

^ and 4dm«aaceirai» ^ o^psffidtt^ of d^ lleisuk»|^r 

fc6. 
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fo they •term all that ire ilot of their. ov9ii nation ; and in 
tbttfe matud addrefles they fail: not to prophefy, that 
their Mcfllas ftiadly in fych a moon, 'go to the great t^- 
ranty. king of the Ifmaelites, and lord of all the children 
of Moah and Edom, (fo they hlafpheme our glorious Sid- 
tan} ; that he fhall depofe him from his throne, and lead 
him aw^^y captive ; after which he (hall have the domi- 
nions of the whole earth laid at his feet. 

With fueh kind of wild ftuff do thefe deluded people 
flatten one .another and themfelves» as if in a little time 
tÌÈty were to be lords of all things ; £o that no trading or 
commeoce goes forward among them; an univerfai ftop 
is ^ut io all buiinefs^ it being efteemed an inexpiable ùa 
to follow 'their trade» m the days of the M«£[ias,who is to 
eiBich them with the wealth of all nations. 

Strange rumours are fpread abroad of the return of ^e 
tea tribes ermer the ri?er Sabbation, if ho were carri»! a« 
way oaptites by SalnanafTai" King «f AiTyria, aind never 
were. Inaili of finee, ttU they now difcourfeof their being 
encamped in the defart cf Mount Sinai, in. their march 
to/, the Holy Land. It is reported alfo, that a mighty 
fleet of ihq>s were feen at fea, whqfe fails were of fiattin, 
and their.ibeamers bore the figure of a Hon, with this 
ipfcdpiboB,: *' The lion of the tribe of Judah.'* 

The Chriflians feem ailoni(hed at thefe things, yet 
foBie look on them only as dreancis. As for honcft £lia- 
chin» here,, he is n^ more moved at thefe things than I ; 
luii^ he kitgha at the faUy of the crednlot» world, and 
curfcs the Jews for. bringing fuch contempt on themfeivea 
and their f>oflerity» Bur Nathan is like one hag-ridden, 
or 'defii«è by ilb6Ìa]x>Ì3B&£> the" nighty he haa loHalltea* 
fott, akid it mSi be no: le&. than a n^irade that mull re« 
Hole it again. , , - 

^ jBlg«.»ÌMfte%wl^ft.thel(aKoenaUc peopk làam htk 
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themfdvcs forthe &ke of thmt oocuiUrfdit Mef£a8y let 
<i8 conunue . to honour the tme one, tveu. Jeftsa the fog 
of Mary^ v^o is now in paradife^ and. our koly prophet 
M(tthhim. . 

^ Paris, 2ift of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1666. 



XIII — To MuRAT, Ba/a. 

A HIS ..has been a coa£d»rable year of adionoa&d events. 
At the beginning of tt I fent io the Porte an accomit of 
the death of the Queen-motjber of France, and of th« 
Prince of Conti r now I will farther inform thee of a waar 
th«t is throve out between this crown and that of Eng- 
land. The occafion of it was this : The £ngli(h aiid.the 
Hi^iiders tra&ing in Akneriea^ had had fome mifunder'- 
ilaodÌBg« apd feuds about the limila of their f&vend eon»' 
^uefts in thofe remote parts of the world ; the Hoibui^ 
era beiog the ilrofigeft, did many injuriea to thek* neigb» 
b(»;Nrs.the EngHih, and domineered over them aa tbeil^ . 
lords ; the £ngU(h relenting this very hein&ufiy» and ■ 
grown weary of their opprefiloosvfient coaiplaiiita to their 
king.; he> to redrefs hi& fub|e6ls, ordered his feiident^at 
the Hague to démaml fetisfa^on of the States ; -ihey^ ro* 
fufed to da.him ^hat juitice ; upon which he was refolr^ 
ed to lave rccourfe to hk arms, and accordingly prei^ . 
claimed war againft Holland^ making -aU necefiki^ prepay - 
ratk>n9 to oarry it on. The fame did his adwrfaviefle - 
The French king, in tlie mtfan time^ vras ob%ed b^f^a 
treaty with the. Hollanders, cofidwkd in the year i66é%. . 
to efpottfe thetriquarrids ^ yeti .that he mi^nottbrbak < 
vrith Englaad nùày^.hcéxà, fent an ambafUor.. té that . 
court to mediate a peace; but that prDviag,tfiefia9tualbi. 
he ifiioq^fmcè^wmci agaifAiHebaiLiiiaUiRv^dai amwbmàM 
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fftiht Eft^iMi SMìh9t§kAòf to dq»a«^rhi9 Jcmgtddni; WFkt 
£>«ik^ of Beaufótty wko k admiral ^at fea^ was ordered t& 
eq^ip a gallant fteet, aftdf ^^n tlie Dvitch ii»ry, whick ke 
perferrtied with all itnaginabk diligieniec'and expeditìoBw 
There have been two eombats between thoie enemies «at 
fea, and in both the Dutch had the worft of it ; neither 
did the French efcape without feme loft, having two of 
their greatefi (hips feverely (hatteredi and- a third taken 
by the EngHfh. 

The plagile ftill rages in Enghmd, aad^ h»- aliboft <k- 
popaiated whole provinces; whilft a^ mìid«r ' death hat 
yobbed Frftnoe of one of l^r greateft heroes r' ThaCowt 
d-Harcottxtv of whom I have often made tamstìtm, h gmit 
to celebrate the tritiinpht d»e to hk vat^itr and f «rfiaiie 
in another worki* 
~ The Emperor of Germany has at laft monitd th« Itt- 

'fiinta.o^ Sfiain» after abundance of demurs «ttd be&itimif 
•b««it tkt^'buikiefii. Thefe Nazarene» can do «otlnttg 
with ex]»l;ditian^ The fpirltusd courts, as thty call them, 
Iteve more tricks and cramp words to amofe people with, 
than an~ Indian moHntebank or juggler. Neither are fo- 
I ttr eign princes' more exempt from their jurifdiéBoii dnn 

* the meantll of their fubjeds :- Efpecially, the court ol 
Roniecan make or annul marriages at pleafure; and they 
are {are to be excommunicated who refofe to (ubmit to 
ihen- orders» This holy court can alfo bind or releafe 

/i&M, op^ or Amt tfae;^atei of pafadife, naSst, m ^ctfl a^ 

innt, orva édni a devil ; in a word/ they can do eviery 

tUngif 'the» be goki.ia the ca& $ but if that beVaolt- 

iagy they can cki hddnng but fhsng tbelr flioniders. 

-Thowmayeft aHb inform the 'divsto,' that the French 

^ king ku>given parmiffion to ibmc ^of h» fubféét» to hik 
4ei«akd« cooqueft^ in America, >anid cAablifii a eoamierce 
«a that put o£ th« wodd» Many veffeb. lut e^wppeé m 
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ordeir tathii cxpcdttm» and thef thSit «rt cmieci^e4 ki 
the voyage are as merry as }a£c>n aad his Afgonauti, 
«vbcft they were preparing to fetoh the golden fleoce from 
Cokhos. That weilera co&itiBent affbrdsittimenlc riches, 
«nd tempts all the natiotts in Europe to make an experi- 
ment of their fortune in gaining one part of it or other. 
It were to he wished it lay nearer to the Ottoman em- 
pire* No record can difcover the origin of the inhabi- 
tants ; yet n^oli authors conje^ure that they paffed over 
from the nonh-eaft parts of Afia, where the Straits of 
Anian are very narrow^ and wolild invite fea^fariog man 
to feek new adventures» Befides, by their being canm- 
beJLSf it appears very probable, that cither they defcendod 
^ix>m the Taititfs, or the Tartara horn them. God alone 
Jmows how to adjud the difièrenccs, and reveal the f(^- 
eret*' l^f hiAory. 

. 'Brave ba£a, it is no matter from what Ikock we ate 
dcSsendcd, fo long as we have virtue, for that alone is the 
.only ttue nobility. God regak thee with hia £iiToara..« 

• Paris, 30th of thè 9th Moda, of the Year 1666. ^ 

J. 

'i/v '- ■; I ■■ . '.' ■ '. ' ■ M , , I , ..yi 

XIV.— To PEsTfeLi Hali, tts Brother^ Majler of ihe 
CuJiom\ and Supei'tntendant of the Àrfenàì di Confiokti-' 
nofìe* / .« .V 

. >A/.Haii X^beor of thy. prafpenty, ay heart is dilatai» 
like his who .has found hidden weal^ { yet I am farty 
for the dtfgraoe pf the good Ml num l&y predeceffisr : 
But we aittft not w^mk the^coadua of our^uperioffs ; 
thejaftieeof theiv aiE^ions if» not to be.ealled in que- 
>ftioi>'; the' ftthnn caanoti err*- Thi» is an> cfiablidttKÌ 
masim jn ^ monarchies, efpcdBlly ia «hat of the nt^ 
nown6d|0&naa«« • ••• -, a' -■ . - ..,.», ^.. , . ,i ,, 
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. Aa fonwh^trrdfttes to thee in ùm Q«w advance ^bou 
liafi made» thy own experience, acquired by many years 
U^Tcl and obfervation in foreign countries, add^d to tha 
knowledge thoahaftin the .laws» difcipline, andcuftocbt 
<^f .thy own^ will be a fufficiept guide to condu^fl thee in 
the management of thy bufinefs : Yet defpife not the 
counfel of others. A man is never nearer to ruin than 
when he trufts too nmch tq his own wifdom ; therefore 
the grea^eft emperors undertake nothing of momen^ raih- 
ly, ox without advice. Tcmejity often blafts the. faireft 
defigns. 

, It .will be of particular import to thee to hear of a tra^ 
gical event that has lately happened to Rezan, a great 
city in Ruflia, by the blowing up of the magazine» This 
gun-powder does more mifchief than good in the worl4 
The ancients fought as fuccefsfuUy with bows and ar^ 
jrows, fwocds and fpears, and other inftruments of war,, 
without running the hazard of blowing upv whole citiet 
yaU> the air in time of peace ; and they could undermine 
the flrongefl caftles, even thofe fituated on rocks, with- 
out the help of this infernal duft. Nature taught them 
ix) be induftrious in defeating their enemies, and they 
fparcd no labour to gain the victory. Our forefathers 
^were hardy and ftrong, patient of toils and fatigues ;. 
tl^ey cut their ways into mountains of ftone, if any place 
of flxength were built on it which they had occafion to 
^befiege ;'and as they hewed avsray that part of the rock 
wiuch fupported the walls, they underpropped the foun- 
dation with wooden pillars, and when they had finiihed 
their mine», they fet fire to ct;rtain combufiible matter, 
3vhich,confu.ming thefe fupport^, the walls and gates that 
xd^^d Qn'them funk down, and left the fortrefs naked 
ftpd open to the beiiegers. 

, tt„bad been well for the inhabitants of.Re;^^ if their. 
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*ity ha<f been only thus gciitly difmantled byfomc ene- 
my againft whom they might have afterwards employed 
their courage, to 'defend^ themfeWeSy or make còmjpo&- 
tion ; but, poor unfortunate people, they have felt a- 
tuder fiiock, an unmerciful blow of fate, in their city lie^ ' 
ing in a minute's time, without the leaft warning, ftbrm- 
ed, plundered, and laid in heaps, by an enenty which 
gives no quarter. 

This accident happened on the 15 th of the laft moony 
about die hour of Ulanamifi. ' There were five hundred 
barrels of powder in the magazine ; and the force of the 
blow was fo violent, that, befides the defhru^on of that 
tity, or at leaft the bell part of ir, all the neighbouring 
vilkges round about it felt its fatal effeds, feme of thetf' 
houfes ihaking as in an earthquake, others ^tiling to 
pieces; ' * 

AiTurcdly Heaven is angry with thefe iiifidds, and 
turns the very inftruments of their defence and fafety inr- 
to icourges for their chaftifentent. I formerly ftnt Sa^ 
leh the fuperintendant an account of the like misfortune 
that befel the city of Gravelines in Flanders, and of other 
terrible efFefts of the wrath of Heaven in the Low Coun- 
tries. One difafter follows clofe on the back of another \ 
yet the infidels are infeniible and ftupid, as they were in 
the days of Noah, when the flood came and furpfifed aH 
the inhabitants of the country. That prophet gave theri^ 
warning of the approaching danger ; he was three whole 
years in cutting down Indian plane-trees, and preparing 
I planks, beams, pins, and other nccelTaries, and fevea 
years more in building that wonderful ftiip : The infidels 
went by daily, and faw him at work ; but they derided 
the patient apoflle, and taught their children to mock 
him, foying, " Where is the water this fhip is %o faS 
in ?" After the ark was £niihed, it lay on the grotuid 
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iMeavmni» UK dM^y^^ balli thifee&atfcyid tome of Noah's 
4Aover»)t«^tbfir tfJ0l$i ^ 

It ji» ffat{e&^ in the mooa cf .Raj^b, aad in tka 
aoo& of'£iQ>)pr, w^a tde deorce qf d» choflifemeiit iìg»% 
adj whkb waa to 1^ ctxccuted oa j^l of moirt^ tace, uve 
tfoab» and tbe.fttiufcM« that were wttb faiiB» mthr tÌK 
fviK> f)aifs ^ every ffpeeka»» whi«^ the^ fpiir wioda» 1>7 
Cod's appointment, colké^ed together -und. drove iato 
tbnmK and the body «f Adam» which was eofldkied 
and brought to Noah isf angeli out of the Mgion of 
Mkcca. There wtm alto PhifeflAon, tiit good pneft of 
£gypt, wMi his whole ùaaìkf. 

}*»£t «8 the deterxBined day and hour of the flood was- 
tomtf. the piififle of the connftrf^ ftimulaccl by hia evil 
dcftiny, monneed hia-horfe, witb foaoe of h» retfauc^ aod 
having faenficed to their idob» rode toward the pkoe 
IvkmeNodi and- his oompaiiy were A«t up in th« ark, 
«Bth^a defigsto>b«mi« tia aftca. He oalkd owt aftoad 
a» the pn^het with fcoA, feeing, *^ O Noèh, wfaef« ii 
ihe watier in whwh this ùnp is to (ail?" '• It wiQ be with 
foo sacontineRtiy (re})lied the holy man), before yo^ueaa 
acMKnre }gour flation." *i Come downy thou dotard (faid 
the proudtiofidel)» otherwife I will bum thee and thy 
flunpaaioiié wi^ fire«" ** O mificsable man ! (find Noah) 
t»n» to 'God, .ibr hit judgments oat ready to burft fosth 
•nyw." 

The prince ineenfed at this, commanded 'his flaves to 
put fire to the ark : But while he was yet fpeaking, he 
nat^^<?ftly faw the water gu^ng out on- all hands round 
about him, and under his feet. Then his heart was trou* 
bled, and full of 'anguifh and fear ; he hafted to fecore 
hiihfelfv with his family aiul goods, in the caftles which 
ke had built on the higheft maiuitains j but^ alas ! the 
Mrth opened) and bfoke like a fpidei's web» fo. violent 
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was t^e^rd^ of tbe 'ftFmer»^iék^bcfSeda]p ^f^mhctCk 
The clouds poured down vaft €alard£U ^ ftttiH^ wÒMoà 
wMi dtvadful lind unfuppoitable tliunder and Kglit&ing i 
fbe n^lefable Infìdels thronged Upon one aiioflier> «Utt 
ìtìg and blafpheming their god», who had ddkided them { 
gneat tivat ^le'cotifution and ciy every where^ for ùitìk a 
calasnty had nerer been £nown finoe the mobn gate 4ier 
light. . If dny were £b nimble ai to readi the (foot df « 
lùouQtatn» ytt he cotdd not afceiid bf reaflMi oi ftottéi 
wluch M on hlsr head, and tonents of hoUktg water that 
ran dowti upon hhn, as if it had come out of a caukkoqà $ 
and fttppofe he had reached the top» it had been but a 
*€iort dcky of fiis fate, for, òi a Word^ the waters iwelt 
ed^orty tfttbits above the kigheft aioantaia^ aad tSk the 
Kving generadont periihed. - 

-Son Q^ my mother, when thott readdft th» maomt§ 
^for it is a fagmeiit of an aoetenf} Arabic wiftiag) tbMt 
«a* the dby <^ judgment, which fliali ftirpriie tht wwU 
«ireo as the deluge did. At that hour the giaaaeft pait 
«f meb wiH not dream of mj fucb thing, t^ thcf £a$ 
Annes'and rivem of fire burftjng forth froi» the fprkgf 
and fottntains^whicà^ before yielded water» and fkamtn 
«f fire defeendtBg^ frolli heaven, iaftead of vain ; for Ùi€ 
elements will change their cdurfes to acconapUAir^the do 
efees of him ^ho made theid, a«d' to oonfuiMMate the v^ 
▼enge of the Omnipotcut againft unbclieyers. • ^ 

Paris, 2cl of the nth Moon, of the Year 1666. 

• J 
^ M ■! ■ I . 1 ;iM 1) iif'Hi Iff h-M geaaacgaBatesawi 

XV.—TolJsEFH.Bafa. . / 

ibuREtY the gods of the Ei%gWih are àtogfy tvith that 
people, and the guardia» fpirits of the ifle have forfook 
ihetr chaitge. I feat a difyatoh at the beginfittfg ^i-Ùik 
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year to Murat, baffa, wherein "I informed him of a dc- 
ilVtrélTve f>!aguc raging at London and' in other parts of 
the nation. That pcftifcnce continues ilill, hut under 
Afferent forms, to àffault the living, and augment th« 
Bumber of the dead. • 

' God otilj knows the origin of thefe epidemical conta» 
gions, whether they derive their pedigree from hea'ven or 
beU, from the earth, or any other element. Perhaps 
fome latent poifons in the air mix with the breath of 
Kortalt, and by their fubtle energy foon diffipate the vi- 
Uà fbanc of human bodies, like the infedious blafts of 
the wind K-Simid in Arabia, which in a moment's time 
commits a rape upon the lives of travellers, fcorching 
their ipirits up, and leaving on the fands a black ftiif car- 
cafe of jellied fiefli, as though' they had been thunder- 
ftmek : Or pciiiaps fome venomous exhalations from the 
aiincrals below tranfpire through chinks and crannies ia 
the earth; to plunder mortals' of their breath, like to the 
ftta! vapours in the cave of death, not far fromr Virgil's 
grotto iti Italy : Or who can tell but that fome hidden 
meteors aboiw, or fome malignant ftars, may tend dow» 
whole baittalions of empoifohed atoms to invade tbis re* 
gfon of mortality, and In death's \iame, king of the 
world invifible, to claim and carry away a certain num- 
ber of ghofts pricked down by deftinjr, a tribute fet hj 
fate? However it be, that whole iiland may well be 
called at this time the grand infirmary of Europe, where 
baneful ficknefs makes its public refidence. The timo- 
rous gfe^s run from ;^lace to place, thinking to efcape 
from Heaven's all-fearching purfuivants ; they flee from 
populous towns to villages, and from thefe again to un- 
frequented defarts, woods, and heaths, carrying their 
wives and children with them, and aQ the fubftance of 
their hottfcs ; the rgads are covered with the caravans of 
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doubtful pafTengera^ who dread to tbiok. of gmig, bsu^^ 
to the contagious feat» they left behind» yet knoyfj »9f| 
where to be received aoew j fo general, is the coaftema«^ 
tion> fo ftroag the fear of thofe who yet furyive^ left thqf^ 
fliould alfo cat^h the infe£lion and die. , 

Befide8 this, they have felt the (hroW of anoth^ fyv- 
prifing calamity, London, the capital city of ^England» 
being newly confumed by fire- It is not certain whether 
defign or chance fhit kindled the devouring element; but; 
it felt out at an unlucky feafon, when the wind was high» 
and from its eaftem quarter blew the flamef full, weft,* 
which fpreading north and fouth, demolifhed aU before 
tkem, laying the greateft part of thai rich and famov^ ci», 
ty in afbcs» 

Some afcribe this to a plot of the French ; others term, 
it a judgment of God for their rebellion, pride, and oth^9, 
crying fins ; whilft, with equal probability, a third fqrfc. 
affirm it was contrived and pnt in execution by a cab4 
of carpenters and mafons, who wanting employment, and< 
projed^ing the method of enriching themfelves, difdain- 
ing alfo the inartificial and obfolete form of building^, re*. 
folved to put this city into a new figure, and raife it ac- 
cording to the models of foreign archite^ure. Every one 
guefies as his affedlions incline him, or his conje£iures .foi« 
low the bias of his intereft. Men are always partial to 
themfelves and the caufe they have efpoufed. God only 
knows the truth. 

The fuperftitious among the Roman catholics take oc- 
cafion, from the ^ming of this horrible conflagiatioi), to , 
infult over the Englifh proteflants» who, from fomip ob« 
fcure paflages in the bpok of their gofpel, ufed to fpretel, 
in a prophetic manner, that the final ruin and cataflrophe 
•f Rome would happen in this year 1666, whereas, by 
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fiitad cxperieiraeyr more -fiire thaa rnm ptediSàom, diey 
find die metropolit'of'their'OwiA iHtlioa roduced «oaihc8#- 
Whoever «re the inftremebt»}» ihcfe^aragedieBr it k 
«ertaki'the de%fi» ef fate are ftffl pfr fon ned^- Evory 
kingdoniy ftate» and communtty» haA its onlieal peiiodg 
and ^nuiéber»» w)iereÌB ti (offer»* detriment **» ■ * ■ ■ 



Faris, ad of the nth Moon, oF the Year i66é\ 



XVL-^Ti Cara Hai^i, Ph^ctan fo the Granet Sigmori 

1 AM melanehoiy beyoad the dciisriptioa of. painreni, 
poets» or the lively eloquence of Cicero» Metb^du I .am 
Ibme ekotic being, a perfeók foreigner on earth» a. ftma- 
ger to kft laws and oianms. I appear to other morUk 
Uke a gialirey or Frank» in his weft^m dref» a(t MonoecOf 
Babylon» orCoaftantinople \ I mean qot for my outw»d 
habit (for in that 1 am conformable enougk to ^^ mode 
of the religion where I refide), but I am all onfalhioiiaUe 
within^- ridioulous io my fentiments and con?erfatÌQ9« 
When others laugh, I figh, and find a reafon to be fad is 
the midft of merry company. £¥en wine itfelf, that e«* 
hilarates all the world beiide, does but increafe my mo* 
lancholy, by adding ftrength unto my labouring thought!» 
It fublimate» my fpirits up to facred phrensues ; I am all 
lunatic at fuch a time ; each glafs creates new drc&ams» 
more wild than the- ilrange flights and raptuxioB of a San- 
tone. My heated ipken^ like Mount Gibel» belches focth 
horrid clouds of (moke and vapours» which Uy lo^g 
jbnoAcrmg- in i$s .%ongy. caverns^; theiequipkly Ipreadi 

• This blaflt the Italian preface mentions, and fays it is ewiog 
to the lofs of fome part of the Ahibic letter, fuppofed tai^e torn olF 
by cfasnee, or «n fome ether eccsfiosi.' • 



tii(l^c#wv all 'fine hofiscMv ^ tuy fbol^ senddHng k davk 
undgloctaif^ ai§'che C^UimefMn foiituéeB»' or the Tn«r€<di& 
«d valley» bovderii^ on ^M nverSrpc, where furlf i2ha* 
Ttm wakflT to fienry over the caravans of tremtdilig ghofto» 
iHid ktié thrift la Elyfiuffl. < . . 

' Oh-I' that thoft fables sF the aneient poete^ vrere but 
trtief or that- 1 knew hut A>mething' certam of oar fti- 
ture ftate ! whether the ibul furvives orno, when death 
has ftopped the circulation of our blood ; and what be- 
comes of that hnmortal fubftance after its parting from 
the body 4 whether it pafs by tranfmigration into the 
embryo of fome other animal, as Pythagoras taught, or 
ht OAtl^dyfwaflo^ved up, and loft» it» the imiverfel Ibal of 
the woFkl> as Plato did beh'evc ; or, if fomc ether mag- 
iiet does atttad^ its prefence, and hidden fympathies of 
nature teach h to form itfclf a ▼chicle or body of the 
elements. Perllaps fome fools unite with air, whilft others 
»ix with water, earthy or purer flties. This for its hor- 
V4d fins in mortal ftate, may be, by the eternal Ncmefis, 
iRjhk down into the fatal caverns of Moimt Etna, Strom- 
bo]o> or Vefuifins, there to incorporate with burning 
Hvefs and lakes of fulphur and other minerals, to hear 
|*erpetually the frightful cracking, rumbling, and loud 
thunders of thofc infernal vaults, to be without intermif* 
4ion annoy^ With the eternal ftench of melted mines, 
•whofe poignant vapours equally kill it and revive it every 
moment, that it may be confined to an endlefs circle of 
mifenes; to fed the excruciating torments vHiich no 
tongue can utter ; v^hilft the incefiant, ra^ toiotion of 
thofe exalted, and moft violent fires with which it is em- 
bodied by decree of fate, rob^it of the very pi»tthil(ty of 
the leaft eafy thought or quiet minate,, and at the fame 
time raok it with infinite tortures. 

Think not, my dear pliyficiMV dial it it impoAibleji 



feparate fpirit caa thus be feafiUe of pains : There is d« 
fuch thxag as a Separate fpliit» lave God» who made all 
bodies» and therefore was before theoa. The angels 
themfelves are partly corporeal ; fo are the devils. D« 
not believe then» that mortal man» who is in a middle 
ftate between thefe two» ihaU» hj- dying» gain a privilege 
above the mod ilkiftrlous fpirits, in heaven. As foon as 
death has diflodgedus from one body» nature» providence» 
or fate» provides us anpther» according to oar qualities» 
inclinations» and merits* We may as well by metcmpfy* 
chofis become die fpirit or foul of a flaming fulphucmine» 
or at leaft of fome part of it» as of an horfe» an eagle» or 
a dove ; for fuch» for aught we know» ntay be the difpo- * 
fitions of divine wifdom» juftice» and omnipotence. 

By t;he very £ime reafon another .foul may be transit- 
ed to the open- happy ikies» where it may either range ia 
boundlefs» free» and férène track» of blifs^ or, be enfraa*- 
chifed in the corporations of the {Lars» to dweU in palaces of 
azure» topazes» and diamonds» to poifefs. provinces more 
rich than in Peru or Guinea» where the ruftics plough up 
gold more beautiful and pleafant than the famous fields 
of TheiTaly. God knows what will become of us after 
our difiblution ; But the ignorance of this one truth oc- 
caTions all my melancholy. 

Death is not formidable of itfelf» ,nor all the dolorous 
circumflances that precede it ; it is only what 'comes af*^ 
ter raifcs all my terror. Were I to melt away in linger- 
ing agues and confumptions, or to be fooner poftod off ia 
high-wrought fevers, pleurifies» or peftilence ; or if it 
were my fate to die by piftol» fword, or póifon» «r any 
other kind of {k)w or fudden death, allotted me from 
chance or nature» providence or fate ; fhould heavea 
confume me in a trice by lightning, or this glob<^» with €• 
qoal fwiftnefs» bury me iii fome furprifing earthquakci it 
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would ht all one to Mahmut, w€re it nat ^r the aftait 
claps, id which I am a ftranger. I tremble at tad kid- 
éed and «nfearehabk force of iwture ; I dJread the irre*- 
Yerfible, unknown decrees of fate, the fectet method» of 
eternal deftiay, the law» and order of the other world, 
ia Wleting the troops of human foids that go lo wiottr 
there Sihtx this Mfe*8 campaiga h fioiihed* 

Once tn a cold and fvoftj erenifig, aà I was travcUmg 
over a bleak, wide pUun, and fek the penetrating bhcfta 
^ nortlneaft- vnnds, with chilling fletft, #hich fell upon 
meirom the clouds, niy fptrits «dfo tired wkh ttéious 
journeys» and my anxìóua thoughts bemg wholly taken 
11^ dboot a reftiog-plaoe' tiuit nighty and how to avoid 
- the a&ult «f rol^beft, with a thoruland other perib 
tfaf eatemng a fkanger on the road ; at length I dtaoced 
to think of the untried and remote voyage I muft one 
day make to another world : It chilled my blood to «ma» 
gine the dilconfolate^ naked circamftances of a feparate 
ibol, which, for aught 1 knew, might be bewildere<f, 
loft, and forced to wander up and down, through itn^ 
traced wafba of mifly, irozeh air, where the inhabita- 
ble element affords no guides, no caraTaoDeias to com* 
fortlcfs, poor, 0raggHng ghofts, unlefs they would ac- 
cept à lodging in fome cloud, the ciftern and chariot of 
rain, hasl, or fnow, there to incorporate wkh the un* 
wdconie meteors^ and be whirled round the globe, or 
elfe precipitated down to «arth again i» fhowers,. from 
tbence perhaps to be exhaled bty tlie fun, and mixed with 
ctmbryos of lightning, fiery dragone, ignes fatui, or 0- 
tbcrl^odka hourly ftaming in the welkìn, and thus- lo 
ckcnlate .in «Mllefs tranfmigrations. Who knows the 
circumdances of departed fouls, or laws of a fefmrate 
fiate ^ iLet him dedare what ùfagc we flail find in that 
tttTi&hkaad dark teeelft from hfe; he Audi bei then «• 
F0I.FL \ 
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fteem#d more than' ApdHo by the ^pcnfivc Mahtnut. 
•Not the oW Ddphic oracle could receive ^éafcr reve- 
rence' from the inqtiiiitive world, nor Mécc^ tiovt from 
devoot mufTulman pilgrims, or -Medina Tafoabi, \vlicre 
the prophet refts in peace, than foch an one (hoold'in^ 
fr«wn-.me, who could with tìnfeigtied troth difcovcr how 
we (h^l be difpofed of when we die. Bat I aih cloyed 
and natifeated with the dnll romanced of the pfitìfts and ^ 
'dcrvffes; • 

•; ^Vfyinendi let thofo, and' I leatnto Improve tbt joys of 
iprefctit life, and not by damned ntiftakcs deprive ear- 
felveft of double happlnefs ; birt let .us «fo comport diir- 
fek«8, that our traAfmigration way be but from the 
pleafnres of earth, to thofe'of hearèn, fròn» oiie^aradìfe 

to another^ ■ ./ 

,,.,,. ^ te r . . : • , 

Paris, 6th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1667. 

XVII. — To K^RKER HASSAN, Baja. 

-The blcffirfgs of God 'and hi» prophet chew thy beart, 
as thou hafl: exhilarated mine by thy laft tetter, wherein 
. -thou encourageft me with the hopes of being removed 
•from this difagreeablc poft, to one mòre deKgbtM and 
Jiappy, even to a fweet country retirement, cither in A- 
rabia, o» any other part of the Grand Signior'a domf- 
oloiis, which IS the very inark of all my wi Aea- - 

I have a natural avcrfión for great and poptiloos citieè. 
They fecm to be £0 many magnificent fcpulchres of 
the living, where men are fliut up, imprifoàed, aód 
buried froài aH commerce with the elements ; or they 
are likfe hospitals and peft-houfes, where .people crowd, 
infea, and ftink one another to ^eath wfth a '^hóAnd 
poButions : They hive togetìicr like bees, and hoSili thdr 
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apf^rtj^ifqnta ^n ^arfoitfs^ likp ^eft^ cif pjfmirca^ ,|.liey 
Uudge up. and down all th< i^mnaitt of i^^k .yPtttli to 
^«^p up trciafurf 3^ tha;t they, may fpf nd the winter of 
^Ii^irolcli^e \n loaUkTgme eafe and benun^bed llupidity^ 
RQi dariagf to venture ou^ of the purlieu of their qafty, 
ih^pky h^itatjoosy and yet they are. rea^dy to be ftifled 
witU.th/eir pwn breatjb.. , ., t ^. j . . • 

Jt k .Tvithpte^uri; J C9i?itiemi4^te the &c[q of .the infant 
earth, before it was deformed^by the unneccffary arta pi 
t}ie caxpenter, iò^th, «pdim^fon ; wh$^n mea luMÌ .lil» o* 
ther houfes fay^f wh,at they madq th^iinfelves,..eve;ryPJ}e 
for hif ^mily» of |,he ljr^c}ieS;aod. b^MglMoC- trees, in- 
;ftg:\w>^ep with.ofiewr.reed^ and, iyy„aj;^d CQvfired tj^k 
.^jtl\ leave» an^- grader :t<^ ihqlter, them from < v^ind> bail, 
js^f ^d other injuries of weather ; ^r, perhaps, lome 
•had found out a den, or a qaye in the earth, or the 1^9lr 
low of a jock, for a fap^uary in fuch cafes, where they 
cepofedin.perfeéi^rimqfttUàyt-inéiftbQitf (w^ or 

violence, without apprehenlion of robbers, orany.tr^i* 
cai furprife;^tbey A^ent out and in, ileeped and .waked> 
laboured aad.refted^ in.ii|tfety ^iid jq^^ti ayariq^, eui|y, 
•iaa4 injuftioG had ijot*aa^y et; corrupted the piinda of mqp- 
tala I the earth broi^kt fociV por<i, herbage, and F];ui^, 
wlthput, the liufbandman's or gardeqqt's l^bjQi\ur;^^li places 
ab^nded with .plenty of inpo^e^t ^ refreOiments, a^nd 
.thofe pamitive inhj|}>itant» coveted no more j the cattle 
and bees afforded. them miik and honey,. and the foun 
tain waters werc^gfeaerous., as wine. Thi?, globe was a 
compkte.p^riidife, and no miHaken zeal had taught men 
.yeJigiQufly to invade one another's rights, and in, a pious 
. £ary to murder their, ncighbojurs, in hopes of meritii^ 
beaven hereafter ; t^ere >yaa no fuchjthing^.as bigqtry or 
fuperAitipn to beibuwdamqngaay.of human racej^thc 
law of oaturef was in unixreifal force f every man j^urfued 

L 2 
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tlK^diAabaof rM^Ms wtdiout beadieflmg after fdigtan» 
i^biftity^ and facred fabks. 

« B«t wfaen once the loore of gold had «orrà^d men's 
mnoeiB» and they/ not coMented ^nth the liches and 
iivQtta which they daily cropped from the fiir&ce of the 
taith/had found a wtty to defeend wto her-bowtlB, il«ag 
with an infatiable defire of hidden treafures ; then began 
hjMct^ oppreffioB, aad cracky to take place: Men 
tapde indeifuf«8 to» tKamfdvct» aad encompa^fed a oettaiii 
poftioji o£ land with hcd^fcs» ditdtes, and pales» to fen c e 
them from, the inaafiAna of other»; for the guilt of thctr 
mwa «idoflaiodmtioBS fflod tiiem wcth feora» «ad nade 
4kKm jealom. «f one another* They bait themTebca 
jMQg-iieMa» fMtniffra» caftka» and ckks'^ vtA^hér te»- 
vera iaavea&ig ì#ilb their criminal poffiffiénst they p€»* 
«fi^ed themfeltea, diat die Tery elemait» would pnrrethev 
cnemiet^ if not pacified by bribea and prcftnlak Hence ^ 
fpnRig the iSà iwfenlion ot ahan and facrificea; and 
fwn tbefe ornici panie fears <^ mortali» the goda derived 
^leJr pedigree ; for one b«Ut a temple to the fun, am^ 
(her to the moèn^ a thiidi to- Jupiter» Mata, er the^ reft 
of the pbnetai'foéie adoced the fire» othera the vat»r 
or wind i tyttj one fet up to faimfetf lach*» god> a» he 
ftncied would be propkions^ to hhn* Thus eirrar being 
equally propagated with btmum itatHrs, they creaded an 
infinite rabble of imaginary deities, paying^ to thofe idak 
the fuprcme and incomammicable henom^ dne <Mily ta the 
^Etcrhal EflTencej Father and Soufce of all- things. 
' ' Befides, they lited in intolerable pride and luxury» m 
' conftatit wars and ftrtfe, in darknefe, ignorance, and ooiw 
Mion. I fpcak-of fuch as dwck in cities, and were in- 
corporated together by one cotìitaion mtereft ; for Ml 
there remained fome who obeyed the original laws of 
nitttre, and the tradition» of primitive humanity. 
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( Thidt dubitili icitt^-iif 'otfaei moint^Éik hubiousbfrs, et' 
our countrymen the Arabs dc> alt «hiè4ay> 'wkh th« TlAÌ^ 
tarrtlietr bretlt«ei»« They fcomed to fyieif tfleituMveaf 
to the-earth> by poffeffing" any part of k in propiri«tyic 
ei^ry* Ma sod woodf h&L afid vMcjy river* ami^ v^, 
weve vHth tke» in comiRon; they ft^raggled wMtter they 
pleafed.' 

- Thlft is the life la^mvlitted by me» or« mftcftd of that, 
^ leaft a r ttfecaié a it'fmm- citì«s> tfhiat' I may ^eathe <hi€ 
ssy iaft hottia itt mfree^oiry retfiola fr»m tfie ftHfing. eeo^' 
jMuiy aiad ecntagkn d6 aaiottalB. I ktog to range at 1B> 
Iteivy thrt)ugh anfrii|ueiifled paths a£ deCart gvcmnd» •««# 
iMdf» impolOwii bcàtha» Ami ^ace kiletifiWf to< M 
iato fattie veneraUe fòUbide, i#fa<iK the idky» ttidfy barta 
of tree», in fie^ leharafAars^ paedfeitaa i&e aa!iiqiiil*f of 
the phK;e, aad gettt!le^ipvÌH%)er»a^ tbewmda ioftfilél ^ 
mtthods «f Flafiibnio k>t«, infpcre ftiaoge paffioas^ >vliieh 
we never fdt before^ .and teacb us» to coa^r£r wi^ ^ 
tyrsv nymphs, and other hamdeia: tenants of tike,(hadeè« ^ 
Hdw gwat is tlte ^alU>e to be tlMls^ furprifed with ieme 
harmofttotts, warding ftream, or fileat, foft^ deep, cryftal 
river ! to ipeak ineognité wk4i dryads» hamadryads» and 
«he parting edicie»'; to lie diflblveè iaioofe» yet ioiiocfBt 
,efijoynientfl, on the battk8,«,t»ta]k wkh naUupey with k^ 
.iRort^fobi^aces» and with ^etnityiifelf i Ok (Sod! 
• i» not titna ravilhing ^ 

It is difiealt to hj whether it wquH be pkafant of 
painful to retata frcft» theie ineAihle paradH of the foiili 
to our domeftic feh'cfkles, though even in a rqral life; 
.vv^ich I acknowledge to be the happieft on earth ; yet 
there to trace the herds and flocks, to walk amidft the 
high grown com and grafs, to pluck the bearded ears 
of baiiey, to kt ow eyes f oU over the various figures of 
the wind-blown. wheat aad mfllet, our.nofes to fuck the 

1-3 
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fragrant airs of m^jorum» tb^ipp, x>faiig^, iM^d ipinons, 
with ii^iumer^bk fpicest our ears tp h^ritbe inimitaUe 
«lelodj of birds» and every fenfe to. be trini^oKedy 
(hatched aw^y, an^ loft in facred ecftafies, tn^(i -needs :be. 
ranked among the higheft kinds of earthly pkafures. 

But tp de(cend from thefe ei^ymen^ to the meaaeft- 
and moil common div^ri^qns of a cpuotry life» metkiqk» 
there k (pmething pcculiatly chnrmng ifk ihe irery-el- 
linge iituatior\ of the houfics, whethc?: ór.b^ Oo dite birow^ 
of an hill or the bottom of a valley^ in the.midft of % 
wpod or the op^ening of an heathy potht fide of a xo^ 
or in fomeobf^ure corner pf .the ^iintry } ù isi.jtgi/^e- 
abljCy when waking in the morning, to ii^it the Uei^J^ifig- 
of fheepv lowing. of ox^en* .icreMmiogs' q^m^iligt: and 
crpwlng of geefc^ ducks, tocJis, j^d pther hoiaebnsi}) 
«nipials ; tp hear the.buder winds ^e^t^iiigito ,tca^ 
up trees by the roots» demoiiih houfes» .^Udd-. remove >^ 
globe itielf, if pofiible, from off its bafis. This would 
be better muiic to me» for a change, than a coacer^ of 
dulcimers, $>h6orbos> timbttl^ .add v«ols;« .Human na^ 
ture delights in variety, and th^re is a cert^n audacious 
curiofity in the. foul, which loves to venture on ex* 
tremes*. The rainj (he dirt» the iiin^ of Jiogf». Gamels^ 
dromedaries, and other neceHary* rural beafts, w^uld 
pl^fe nae better than the ^onftaat^^dious; ^eafe .and ^' 
fome fweets of coart or city ; I fweat .vi^ft ì^ì^- (k^. 
up wjthiii thefe walls s it ii^ys me . to be da^y walking 
it^ a circle ; to trample away over the fame ground, in a 
vaft lajjyrinth of houIJe«> where my fenfes n^t no new 
refrefliing obje£l8, but my ear^ are hourly naufeatedj vex* 
'c4» ^o,à tired with, the rattling din of coaches^ carts» ar* 
tifictrs» and the harfh voices of fucti ; as fell icib^ fift^ * 
and. other i±Jiigs ^bout the ^eets ;. niy ,eyje;8:Can. igind no 
grateful, profpe^s, but daihcd with i^Oi^y. rugged looks 



of-f)rotìd'ànd- TP<r€?a!t!iy frifiidéls, or wJtlP tlie' fly -fatine 
-finF^k^of'wdtifhaped people, who ~e(»it€fjntt me for my 
bamdy kgs ànd'<3t)okéd hack. - ' f ■*. ^ 

In à iròrd,' my dear baflfa, 1 lohg^ to feel* the gentle 
i>rceze« of tfiè Eatt pùrffymg- liiy fcml, and cleandng iV 
fmm {o malny pblltitfons,^ I langtii(h for the fight of 
4rtJf bane and- cHefcent«, fdr the devout call of' the muezins 
on" the lofty' mmarets-; I dtit in contemplation of the fa- 
c<«ed faf^ft' and féafts, the no^timàl joy« 'of Ramezan, the 
vùrih -smd cheerftil illtìÀilhrftioiis ^of Beiram, and the im- 
perial , dunal mas. When I think of théfò things, my 
ibul burib forth in fervent invocations, and eviery faculty 
cHes, AHa, Alia. ' 

•May that difeineaB^ immort?al one hear rtiy pravcrsi 
Ma -grtUat me -the iiappineft to fee the face of noble 
Kerker Haffanih an horizon pure and free from the -3ci^ 
"fflaheftt of infidds. ' 



Paris, I4tli of the ad Moon, of the Year 1567. 



XVIil. — To tsòuF, ils Cou/trif a J^^Terchant at J^ìrucan, 

-I'^BifT a.A'fpatch to thee in the year 1664, wherein, 
among other things, I recommended our couiin Soly- 
min te tliy firiendfbip and patronage, if ever he ihould 
tiktvA to Aftracdtt, as I advifed him ; for thou knoweft 
he h»s a roaming genius, without the wit to improva 
himrislf in any .foreign country, unlefs he has a friend to 
gìMt and tAk^ eare of him ; and then it will be a diffi- 
cult taik to make him fenfible where he is j he .'will al- 
ways think he is' within the verge of the Ghmd Signi6r*8 
4»ifit; where be may domineer at large, under the no- 
tion of a retainer to the fullan ; he is^ a ftrange humour- 
ti "fettow ; I know not what to make of him ; he ia aa 
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cbangeal^le qs Ptot^us or a cemekon } foi|ietImeft religi- 
cufly dull and ^UcgmntlQ» Ifike >a hsi^gi ; al smother fe9> 
fpny you (hall feel his palfe beatiqg to.tiietunc-olyeulìfe- 
All pri<ir, ambitioiit lull, and otbcr vices $ to-day he 
would be a dcnrife, fattone» or atiy tAing that hwr» the 
^rm of holinefs ; but when he has ilept upon it» tlic 
vain young convert would retnm again to the vroiU» nod 
be a foldiei)» counter» proftflbr of the law» or any thing 
that makes a ligure in tlic eyes- of men ; fo unwelcome 
«re the rigid paths of virt«ie to a foal not well efiièUhcd 
in its principles. 

And yet our coufia Solyni^n, af I am told» is the 
muffulman of the muffulmans as to his exterior. With 
liand devoutly laid to breaft» and humbled: couch of the 
head» he gives the Salem to his friends and neighbours ) 
%lt as the figns of mutes in the feraglio' ; humble» 3» 
the Grecian chapman» walking through the ilreets» is 
forceà to imitate» when he is he&ored by the rampant 
janizaries. 

But» Oh» my coufin Ifouf» it is grief to lay» that So* 
lyman, partaker of our blood» is bafe» ungrateful» and 
perfidious ; that he (hould be thus unnatural» iludying 
the utmoft period of our life» inftead of honeft» juft» and 
noble prefents to proloag it» 

I had reafon» long ago» to compare him to. Pontius 
Pilate ; and if I had gone on» and fcumraed off aQ the 
moft enormous crimes of human race» it would be too 
bttle to exprcfs his enmity againft Mahmut» the kindeft 
unde and the trueil friend that ever poor Solyman could 
boaft of. 

But he is degenerate» and that is too little» without 
the mcumfiil fighs of thee and me to mcreafe the aggra- 
•vation of his crime. 

In fine» he is our ktnlman» and lei- ufr (how oeieicy ( 
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he has been perfidious to mc, and I would retrench the 
words I have fpoken in hie difgrace ; if he comes to A- 
ftracan, do as thou pleaftft ; but have an eye pv^r thine 
awn affairs ; take not Solyman for an angel ; he is ftill 
bcit a turban-inaker, a froh'cfoxne blade, and a merchant 
that makes a very fraail figiu-e, 

Coufm Ifouf, forget not the maxims thou haft learned 
u\ thy travels : Be true to thy friends and thyfelf ; ho- 
nour the memory of thy deceafed parents ; love all men 
that are good ; and be not remifs in praying for the foul 
of thy deceafed uncle, whenever God fhall call for it. 

Pjris, 26tb of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1667. 
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